
Ontario Rental Fairness Act  

Plain Language Translation 

  



Contents 
Overview .................................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Key elements of the amendment include: 3 

Who is exempt? .................................................................................................................................................. 3 

The amendment does not apply to you if: 3 

The Breakdown:................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Part 1: Rent Control ........................................................................................................................................ 3 

Part 2: Eviction for Personal Use .............................................................................................................. 4 

 

  



Overview: 

 The Act to amend the Residential Tenancies Act was developed to work in 
conjunction with the Residential Tenancies Act to facilitate affordable housing in 
Toronto.  

Key elements of the amendment include:  

• All rental units developed after November 1, 1991 must adhere to 
rent control guidelines (unless landlords have given notice of rent 
increase before April 20th, 2017).  

• The rent control guidelines are set out yearly by the Canadian 
government. The percentage of increase for 2017 was 1.5%. 

• Landlords may not evict tenants for personal use of the unit without 
offering tenants compensation to the amount of one month’s rent 
or a suitable alternative unit.  

• The landlords must prove their intent to live (or have other family 
members live) in the unit for at least 1.5 years.  

Who is exempt? 
The amendment does not apply to you if: 

• You are living in government funded housing dedicated to 
rehabilitative services, therapeutic services, or services intended to 
support employment or life skills development. 

• You are living in government funded housing as part of program 
designed to help you, as the tenant, secure a more permanent 
housing opportunity.  

The Breakdown: 
Part 1: Rent Control 

• Previously, rental units listed before November 1, 1991 were 
exempt from the government determined rent control. 

• The amendment includes rent control for all rental units, including 
those listed before 1991. 

• The rent control amendment went into effect April 20th, 2017. This 
means any official rent increase notices issued before April 20th, 
2017 are valid, even if they were issued April 29th, 2017.   

• The rent control concludes landlords may not increase rent higher 
than the annual government determined rate.  

• The rate for 2017 was an increase of 1.5%. 
• A landlord who does not comply with the rent control can be 

reported to the Landlord and Tenant Board. 



Part 2: Eviction for Personal Use 

• A landlord may evict a tenant for personal or familial use of a unit if 
the following provisions are met: 

1. Compensation of one months’ rent is provided to a tenant, 
or 

2. An alternative unit is offered to a tenant that the tenant 
approves. 

3. The landlord or family members must intend (and prove 
their intent) to live in the unit for at least 1.5 years. 

• This revision seeks to prevent landlords from falsely evicting tenants 
until the guise of personal use, renovating the unit, and listing at a 
higher monthly rent. 

• A landlord may be fined up to $25,000 if a unit is spotted for rent 
less than 1.5 years later. 

• A tenant must also be provided with an official N12 form, which is 
the legal supporting documentation. The N12 communicates the 
landlord’s intent to evict the tenant in order to use the unit for 
personal needs.  
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