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It Started With Dogs:

Get to Know Lyndsay Levy and Denny Schuler
By Meg Cotner
Photography by David Vigil

Portland neighbors Lyndsay Levy and Denny Schuler have lived
in the West Hills for over a decade and a half, and love it here. And we
really enjoyed how Lyndsay responded to one of our first questions,
“How did you and your husband meet?” Her answer: “We met in San
Francisco, through dogs! I was watching Denny’s roommate’s dog,
Truffles, along with my own dogs.” Dog lovers are good eggs in our
book.
But before that fated meeting amongst the canines, Lyndsay had
spent her early years in NYC, and then some time in the northern
part of California’s Central Valley, studying Communications at
Sacramento State. Denny, on the other hand, spent his youth in his
home state of Ohio and stayed there to graduate from the University
of Cincinnati with a BS in Industrial Design. Their respective career
focuses have changed over the years – these days (and for the past
25 years) Lyndsay is a jewelry creator; Denny designs and works on
furniture and products.
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Both have started their own companies – Lyndsay runs Luscious
Jewelry PDX, providing jewelry pieces handcrafted here in the US
by independent artists (including other moms). Her products can
be found online and locally. “I sell to a ton of stores in the Pacific
Northwest,” she explains. “Here in the ‘hood it's Sloan & Platform on
NW 23rd; in the Pearl it's Thea's; and in SW it's Radish Underground.
You can also find our items in the catalog Sahalie, located in
Hillsboro. And I have been working with Portlandia since their first
season! My daughter interned with the wardrobe department her
sophomore year.”
Denny founded his company, Splinter Metalwurks, while they
lived in the Bay Area, and brought his interest in design and
production along with him to Portland. He spends time designing
furniture, products, and art. “He has done interior work in a 1926
cabin on Mt. Hood, and for a few neighbors, including Tasha and
Scott Miller!” exclaims Lyndsay.

But aside from work, volunteering is a big part of Lyndsay’s life, and
her focus is on the needs of young people in town. “I do extensive
volunteer work with Project Lemonade and am also associated with the
organization, p:ear. Both groups work with at-risk kids, including those
in Portland’s foster system.” More specifically, p:ear works with homeless
and transitional youth ages 15-24, and Project Lemonade’s mission
supports foster youth ages 5-20, and is known for their annual free backto-school shopping trip in August.
Her devotion to volunteer work has also made an impact on her kids,
Jake (18) and Hannah (16). “Both my kids work with Project Lemonade as
well,” she says. And never doubt the power of a persuasive local with a
big heart. “It was actually a neighbor, Gail Anderson – a board member of
Project Lemonade – who brought a bunch of us into this organization.”
Additionally, Jake volunteered at the Democratic headquarters during
this last election. Lyndsay explains that volunteer work brings them all
closer together “As a family, we do volunteer work together and try to
hang out as much as time allows,” she says.
When she’s not working or volunteering, Lyndsay likes to be around
art, “both making it and seeing it,” and that includes photography. She
and Denny continue to have dogs in their lives, and the furry members
of the family include a black lab/pit bull mix named Porkchop, who they
adopted from the very popular Pixie Project (another local volunteer
organization, an animal adoption center and rescue on the east side of
town), and Tacobelle, a terrier mix adopted from All Terriers Rescue.
As we mentioned, Lyndsay and Denny have been in the West Hills
neighborhood for 16 years, and they adore the area. Lyndsay tells us
how they ended up picking Portland out of all the cities along the west
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coast. “We had left San Francisco and moved to Mill Valley in
Marin County; I was miserable there and wanted to move
back to a city! Portland and Seattle were two of our favorites
and we ended up choosing Portland because it had less
traffic and better weather.”
As for present-day Portland, Lyndsay says, “We love this
part of town because we can walk to everything. I think it’s
beautiful here, both in the way it looks and in our wonderful
neighbors; they have big hearts. Two great examples of this
are Bonnie and Bill Harris, who have served as role models
and inspirations for us.” She continues, “For the past decade
I’ve hosted fundraisers at our friend Darcelle's house. My
daughter and her friends usually help serve the food during
these events and they have a lot of memorable stories from
those times! And I like to call some of the families up the
street that we adore, ‘The Albermarle gang’!”
Despite their love of Portland, Lyndsay admits that it is
nice to get away sometimes. One of their favorite vacation
spots is all the way over on the east coast, “I'm from New York
City and we go visit every year to see family and friends.”
Lyndsay leaves us with some words of wisdom, including
a sort of family motto: “Never turn a blind eye,” she says,
and adds, “Always try to keep your sense of humor – it can
really help everyone in a tough situation.” And finally – and
particularly appropriate for our current times – “2016 was
a tough year; it is important to remember that we are all
connected.”
To learn more about Luscious Jewelry, head to http://
www.lusciousjewelrypdx.com. Splinter Metalwurks can be
found at www.splintermetalwurks.com.
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