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K: I think that a lot of people might read 
that and think its some pretentious 
bullshit. I don’t think Tone wrote that to 
be applied directly to us. It’s something 
for any artist who’s not trying to put 
out a mixtape every month over other 
people’s beats or the same redundant 
shit that’s goin’ on. It’s really a guide for 
anybody, just a way to keep it original 
and not stagnant. 

Where did the idea to form the 
production duo, A Piece of Strange 
Music, come from?
D: We both always made beats. Kno’s 
more in tune with the underground, 
even though he can make all types of 
music from house to hip-hop. That’s 
why he’s handled the production for 
CunninLynguists, whereas my pro-
duction is closer to something that’s 
marketable and more radio friendly. 
We just blended the two together and 
started producing. My production has 
the marketable side and Kno’s has the 
emotional side, so it brings the emotion 
out of a marketable artist. Plus we live in 
the same three-bedroom house and the 
master bedroom is the studio. 

K: It makes money. Underground rap is 
for the art, but you don’t want to make 
underground records and work at Wal-

Mart.  So getting beats on video games, 
TV shows, and doing beats for Lil’ 
Scrappy and Devin [the Dude] is where 
the money’s at and we can still have 
artistic integrity.

D: If A Piece of Strange is the Neptunes, 
then CunninLynguists is N.E.R.D.

On June 23rd a YouTube video sur-
faced of Devin the Dude talking 
about your forthcoming album Dirty 
Acres.  How did that video come 
about?
D: We met Devin about a year ago while 
we were overseas in Norway, doing the 
Quart festival. It was a chance encoun-
ter for us to both be doin’ the same 
festival and staying in the same hotel. A 
relationship formed and it snowballed 
a year later when he came to Kentucky 
to do a show. He came by the studio to 
kick it with us and drop something for 
the album.

How will Dirty Acres differ from your 
first three albums, Will Rap for Food, 
Southernunderground and A Piece 
of Strange?
K: It differs in that people grow up. 
When we started writing Will Rap for 
Food, we were like twenty, so things 
change; your outlook on life changes 

and your maturity changes. In ways this 
is a more mature album, but it’s still us.

D: It’s the most personal album since 
our first album.

K: What people don’t understand is that 
your debut record is usually the most 
personal because you have a whole 
life’s worth of shit to pull from. Your first 
record has every important story from 
when you were one till when you were 
twenty. Beyond that, it’s kinda hard to 
keep making personal records. I think 
the last two albums have been more 
conceptual—they haven’t really been 
about us, but it’s also been a time to 
live life and not tell the world about it. 

I know the album will be produced 
entirely by Kno and that guest spots 
include Phonte, Devin the Dude and 
Witchdoctor of Dungeon Family; 
what else should people look out for 
on this album?
K: I don’t think this record sounds like 
anything we’ve put out. Sonically, it 
sounds most like the last album. I think 
people will be surprised; we cover a lot 
of different stuff. You can look forward 
to another album that will be consid-
ered one of the best albums of the year. 
Not sounding egotistical but that’s what 

usually happens with us. People who 
know talk about it and I don’t know how 
many records we gotta put out before 
people actually take notice that we’re 
doing something special. 

D: Anything I will say will sound clichéd 
so I don’t wanna say it. It’s my favorite 
record but each one we’ve done is my 
favorite and each one is better than one 
before. We’re still starving so as long 
as that’s happening, we’re gonna make 
great music.
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“AS LONG AS YOU KEEP ON 
BEING YOURSELF AND TRUE, 
YOU’RE GONNA ACCOMPLISH 
SOMETHING AND THAT’S WHERE 
WE COME FROM.”




