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Building our communities

By Katie Macleod

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s Education and 
Children’s Services Department rounded 

off 2017 with the fi nal meeting of the year of 
the Education, Sport, and Children’s Services 
Committee.

At the December 5th meeting, a number of 
topics were discussed across a variety of themes, 
covering performance management, leisure and 
learning, children’s services, and educational 
provision.  

All 22 recommendations highlighted at the 
meeting were later approved at the meeting of full 
Council, which took place on December 13th.

Support for 
Local Sports Councils

One item highlighted by the Department on 
December 5th was the approval of continued 
funding for the two local Sports Councils.  
Both operate a grant aid programme for their 
memberships, offering a range of grant options for 
affi liated clubs and organisations.

As part of the 2017-18 Sports and Games 
Budget, the Comhairle devolved £13,000 to the 
Lewis and Harris Sports Council, and £8,500 to the 
Uist and Barra Sports Council.  It was noted that 
the devolved decision making process – allowing 
those closest to the sport activities to make the 
decisions affecting them – has been continuously 
successful, encouraging sport at a grass roots level 
and enabling volunteers to set sporting priorities 
within their communities.

Calum Morrison, Chairman of the Uist and 
Barra Sports Council, noted that the support is 
“invaluable, and assists people of all ages in our 
communities to have more and better opportunities 
to be active.”

Expanded Eligibility for 
Clothing Grants

Another item presented at the meeting was 
the expanded eligibility for clothing grants that 
assist families in buying school uniforms for their 
children.  The family income threshold for clothing 
grant applications will this year be raised from 
£16,105 to £20,000, hopefully increasing the 
number of families eligible for the grant.

The Comhairle currently provides clothing 
grants for pupils who have reached the statutory 
age for school entry; are ordinarily resident in the 
Outer Hebrides; and have enrolled in a school in 
the islands.  It’s estimated that as a result of the 
change in criteria – which is being accommodated 
without a change to current budgets – the number 
of grant applications will increase by 20 per cent.

“It is important that we maximise the assistance 
available for families on lower incomes, and 
by increasing the threshold there will be an 
estimated 100 additional families that will qualify 
for a clothing grant,” noted Committee Chair, 
Councillor Angus McCormack.

Eilean Siar Insight Measures
Although no action was required, the Committee 

was also asked to note the content of the report 
on the Eliean Siar Insight Measures for the 2016-
17 school year.  Insight, the online data tool run 
by the Scottish Qualifi cations Authority, outlines 

the performance of pupils across four local 
measures: literacy and numeracy; post-school 
participation; improving attainment for all; and 
tackling disadvantage by improving the attainment 
of lower attainers relative to higher attainers.  

Local fi gures for the Outer Hebrides are 
displayed alongside both the national average 
for Scotland, and what is known as a “virtual 
comparator.”  This digitally-generated fi gure 
compares the stage, age, and Additional Support 
Needs profi le of a learner, and matches it to ten 
similar pupils across Scotland, creating a “virtual 
school” and allowing comparisons to be made 
with young people who have similar needs 
and backgrounds.

Strengths in the results included an increase in 
the percentage of young people achieving SCQF 
Level 6 in literacy; the performance of both the 
lowest 20 per cent and the middle 60 per cent of 
students; the performance of those with additional 
support needs; and the percentage of those with 
positive post-school destinations.  

It was also noted that improvements could be 
made to raise the results of learners in Literacy 
at SCQF Level 5; the performance of the highest 
achieving 20 per cent of young people; and the 
attainment and leaver destinations of Looked 
After Children.

E-Sgoil Progress
The Committee were also updated on 

the progress of e-Sgoil, which was offi cially 
launched at the end of 2016.  They learned that 
developments in the last year have included the 
launch of a second e-Sgoil hub in Carinish in 
North Uist; a growth in staff numbers to a total 

of 24, not including the support of 10 teaching 
staff; and the expansion of courses to cover 14 
subjects taught across fi ve local authorities across 
Scotland, including locally in the Outer Hebrides.  

Members of the Committee were also presented 
with the results of the external assessment of 
the economic impact of e-Sgoil, which was 
undertaken by Caledonian Economics Ltd in 
September 2017.  The report noted that given its 
success, e-Sgoil should not be seen as an end in 
and of itself, and that it has the potential to make a 
signifi cant economic impact in the islands.

Northern Alliance 
Regional Collaborative 

The success and use of e-Sgoil also made an 
appearance as one of multiple work streams in 
the report on the Northern Alliance Regional 
Improvement Collaborative, which the Committee 
was given updates on.  

Now one of six regional collaboratives across 
Scotland, the Northern Alliance has evolved from 
an original informal partnership where Education 
Departments can share best practices and 
information, to a group that includes eight local 
authorities: Argyll and Bute; Highland; Moray; 
Aberdeen City; Shetland; Orkney; and Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar.

The Comhairle’s Education and Children’s 
Services Department is taking the lead within the 
group on the e-Sgoil work stream, exploring the 
development and impact of the e-Sgoil model 
across the region with the goal of widening access 
to the full school curriculum, reducing costs, 
and transforming the landscape of both teaching 
and learning.

By Katie Macleod

At the last count, Bòrd na Gaidhlig reported 
there were 3000 primary pupils being 

educated in Gaelic Medium in Scotland, and 
with interest in Gaelic Medium Education 
increasing, that number is only likely to grow.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar actively promotes 
and supports Gaelic education from nursery 
through to secondary school, both for children 
who come from Gaelic-speaking backgrounds and 
those who don’t.

Parents interested in enrolling their children 
into Gaelic Medium Education at either primary 
or nursery level are being advised to register their 
children during enrolment week.

For admission to primary schools in August 2018, 
parents can register their children at their local 
primary school at 3pm during the week beginning 
29th January, but exceptions apply for children 

attending Stornoway Primary and Laxdale School.  

At Stornoway Primary School, registration will 
take place on 1st - 2nd February between 10am 
and 12 noon, and again between 2pm and 4pm, 
while at Laxdale School, parents can register 
their children from 29th - 30th January, between 
2.30pm and 3pm.  

For Gaelic Medium early learning and childcare, 
parents are being asked to enrol their children at 
their chosen nursery during the week beginning 
29th January.  The exception is at Stornoway 
Primary Nursery, where enrolment will take place 
on 1st - 2nd February between 10am and 12noon, 
and again between 2pm and 4pm.

Gaelic Medium Education is currently available 
in the Outer Hebrides in 20 schools and 23 
nurseries; six of the schools were designated Gaelic 
schools in 2015.  Pre-school Gaelic Medium 
Education provision is seen as an important fi rst 
step in formal Gaelic education, and although 

attendance at a Gaelic Medium Nursery is not 
absolutely necessary for enrolment in a Gaelic 
Medium Primary School, it is recommended.

In practice, Gaelic Medium Education involves 
total immersion in the Gaelic language in Primary 
1 and 2, with English reading and writing being 
introduced from Primary 3 onwards.  Gaelic, 
however, continues to be the primary language of 
the classroom, and it’s expected that by the end of 
their primary education, the pupils will be bilingual.

There are various advantages to a Gaelic 
Medium Education, both in terms of bilingualism 
and Gaelic itself.  Comunn na Parant, the national 
organisation that offers advice and support on 
Gaelic Medium Education to parents, outlines in 
its publication Fios is Freagairt the various benefi ts 
to learning Gaelic.  These include benefi ts in 
communication, cultural adaption, education, 
and cognitive skills.  They also note that with 
the growth of the cultural industries in Scotland, 

Gaelic Medium Education is now as useful as any 
other language as a means of gaining employment.

In addition to Comunn na Parant, support for 
parents is available both in schools and on the 
popular website, www.gaelic4parents.com.  The 
site offers information, songs, stories, activities, 
and homework support for parents who wish to 
educate their child in Gaelic, whether they speak 
Gaelic themselves or not.  

For parents interested in Gaelic Medium 
Education for their children, now is the time to 
start planning.  “Everyone is encouraged to register 
their children during enrolment week,” says Becky 
Maclean, Comharile nan Eilean Siar’s Early Years 
Service Manager.  

“And if anyone has any questions regarding nursery 
or school enrolment eligibility, they can get in touch 
with us here in the Early Years offi ce on 01851 822655 
or at earlyyearsenquiries@cne-siar.gov.uk.”

Dates and times for Gaelic Medium 
schooling enrolment 
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