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Mountain views and  
river swims are plentiful  
at the Dalgleish family’s  
Hill Country getaway
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Texas Hill Country, nestled along the crystal-clear Frio River, sits a 
remote, wooded paradise. Located in the quaint town of Leakey, about 
175 miles west of Austin, this large tract of land features a 100-acre wild-
life preserve, hiking trails, a community center for hosting events and 
access to the river.

“It’s a great place to run, hike, bike and swim,” says Austin homebuilder 
David Dalgleish, owner of the award-winning Dalgleish Construction 
Company. “Kids like coming here because there’s so much to do, and 
there are lots of families who have kids they can play with.”

He should know. With the help of a business partner, Dalgleish 
developed that paradise into the luxury home community known as 
Frio Cañon, featuring 48 riverfront properties. One of those is a sprawl-
ing vacation compound for Dalgleish and his family of 17, including 
his wife, Sherry, their five daughters, five sons-in-law and five grand-
children. (There are also five dogs.) The home has been nicknamed 
Frio River Cabin.

Designed and built by Dalgleish’s firm, the home, situated on a 
bluff above the river, is a quintessential Hill Country hideaway. The 
exterior, covered in dark gray Texas cedar siding in a board-and-batten 
style, features light blue windows, limestone skirting along the base 
and a metal standing seam roof. At first glance, the home resembles a 
humble gardener’s shed.

On the inside, an exquisitely designed and decorated living space—
which is the work of Austin’s Blair Burton Interiors—is enhanced by 
an exhilarating view of ancient towering cypress trees and the distant 
mountain range. 

Deep in the

Dalgleish has given reclaimed wood 
a second life by using it throughout 
the home, from the floors of the 
kitchen (below) to the arched ceiling 
(opposite page).



The arched ceiling (above) 
helps enhance the view of the 
natural surroundings, which 
include trees (left), mountains, 
waterfalls and the Frio River.

The unassuming 
structure is 4,075 square 
feet. “We wanted it to 
look small but live big,” 
Dalgleish says.

The family spends much time enjoying 
the views from the second-story 
porch (top right); reclaimed wood is 
featured even in the beds (bottom 
right); marble adds sophistication to 
the bathrooms.

AU S T I N  H O M E  •  S P R I N G  2018  89  88  S P R I N G  2018 •  AU S T I N  H O M E

“There are no bad days out on the covered porch. Even in bad weather, 
we can still sit out there and interact with nature.”

A typical Dalgleish family get-together at Frio River Cabin may involve 
a refreshing dip in the river on hot summer days or evening sing-alongs 
at the firepit on cool autumn nights. “I play guitar and a little mandolin 
and piano,” Dalgleish says. “Sherry is a good singer.”

In May, David and Sherry will host their youngest daughter’s wed-
ding at Frio Cañon.

“Frio Cañon is far enough away from Austin to feel remote but close 
enough that it’s possible to make a spontaneous trip,” Dalgleish says. 
“People who choose to build a place here enjoy the austere setting and 
being out in the middle of nowhere.” 

Oak barn wood gets a second life as flooring for the living area and 
adjacent kitchen. Jerusalem Bone Limestone tile covers the bath-
room floors. 

A separate, 660-square-foot living space for guests is tucked under 
the back of the main house and contains two bedrooms, two bathrooms 
and a kitchenette that are accessible from outside the home on the 
ground floor. 

Outside, a spacious covered porch, which is Dalgleish’s favorite feature, 
serves as a scenic overlook where friends and family members can relax 
and enjoy gentle breezes. 

“From the porch we sit and watch our grandchildren play in the water 
below, and we can watch the deer and sheep on the mountain,” he says. 

The open living-kitchen-dining area is a refined but informal show-
stopper, crowned with an arched ceiling from reclaimed wood. 

“The arched ceiling directs your gaze to the treetop view with the 
mountains beyond,” Dalgleish says, adding that visitors are shocked 
when they realize the unassuming structure is two stories, boasting five 
bedrooms and five bathrooms that make up 4,075 square feet of living 
space. “We wanted it to look small but live big.” 

Ample seating in the open area is provided by four roomy swivel chairs 
and two large couches in the living room, a dining table with room for 
10 and a set of barstools at the kitchen counter. 

A neutral color scheme of whites, grays and browns, punctuated with 
natural wood furnishings and finishes, ties the interior design to its 
natural surroundings.

“We used natural materials, including a lot of reclaimed materials 
for finishes, and added artistic touches,” Dalgleish says. “The reclaimed 
hemlock on the ceiling and sides of the fireplace is 120 years old. A lot of 
the furniture is more contemporary. I wanted the juxtaposition of old 
and new in the same space.”

The living room walls are covered in wood planking painted in Ben-
jamin Moore Silver Satin. Off-white glass tile wraps around the kitchen, 
blending seamlessly with the Caesarstone countertops in Clam Shell. 


