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ESCAPE 
TO PARADISE

Want to get away from it all? Then it’s time to surrender yourself to 
the refreshing lap of nature spread across the scenic  

Northeastern states of India. 

It is easy to lose the conventional definition of beauty 
when travelling in Northeast India. From untamed 
forests, deep contoured gorges, gushing waterfalls, 

gleaming streams and cottony clouds floating across azure 
skies, no element of nature ceases to inspire. And the 
unimaginable access to such bucolic hamlets makes the 
deal even sweeter.

SCOURING SHILLONG AND AROUND 
DRIVE: 99 KM SOUTH FROM GUWAHATI, ASSAM 
In only three hours, the sight changes from a busy city 
to lush green environs as you traverse the undulating 
turns of the NH6 highway leading to neighbouring state, 
Meghalaya’s capital, Shillong. Visitors are consistently 
guided by green slopes, dense forests and tranquil lakes  
on the way. 

Within Shillong, the fairly new Don Bosco Centre for 
Indigenous Cultures has become a favourite. This museum 
comprises 17 galleries that showcase artefacts, documents 
and photographs of the indigenous tribes of the Northeast.

Walk around or go boating in Ward’s Lake that features a 
pretty ornamental bridge, or sharpen your putting skills at 
the 18-hole Shillong Golf Course, locally called Golf Links. 
The golf course was laid in 1898 by the British and  
is supposedly one of the largest in Asia. 

This page: The cherry 
blossoms in full bloom in 
Shillong.  
Facing page: Stunning 
landscapes greet you in 
Meghalaya. Ji
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Clockwise from above: 
Khasi women go to work 
via the Living Root Bridge 
in Riwai; A walking track 
around the Ward’s Lake in 
Shillong; The serene Umiam 
Lake against the backdrop 
of the Khasi Hills.
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Shillong is surrounded by picturesque hotspots 
which begin en route from Guwahati. Umiam 
Lake, also known as Barapani, is a reservoir and 
has been a part of the Umiam-Umtru Hydro 
Electric Power Project. A steep drive to the lake 
offers brilliant views, especially during sunset. 

Head out 50 km south of Shillong to 
Cherrapunjee, where nature’s bounty is at its 
best. Once here, start the sight-seeing trail at 
Mawkdok Dympep Valley, and from here drive a 
short distance to the gorgeous Nohkalikai Falls 
and if time permits, visit the beautiful Daiñthlen 
Falls, that gets its name from a legendary snake 
which is said to have dwelt in a cave close by. 

Don comfortable footwear to visit the famous 
Living Root Bridge in Riwai on another day, 

and then drive onward to Mawlynnong to 
experience a traditional Khasi village. For those 
who like to take the road less-travelled, climb 
the steep stone steps to Nohwet village from 
the Zingmaham Living Root Bridge. You’ll be 
rewarded with stunning vistas of the valley once 
you cross the narrow bamboo bridge leading to 
the breathtaking Nohwet Viewpoint. 

Local tip: Get best bargains on local items at the 
wholesale market Iewduh (pronounced yyoh-
dohh), also known as Bara Bazar. 

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights 
to Guwahati from Aizawl, Kolkata, New 

Delhi, Silchar, and Jorhat. Shillong lies 99 km 
south of Guwahati.
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TANTALISING TINSUKIA
DRIVE: 180 KM NORTHEAST FROM JORHAT, ASSAM 
Assam’s countryside flourishes with shades of 
green – from tea gardens to ancient banyan 
trees. But while Tinsukia’s town centre is busy, 
with narrow streets, grocery shops, and stout, 
protruding buildings, a short 10 km drive from 
here to Guijan Ghat and the landscape completely 
transforms. Brahmaputra River separates this 
ghat from Dibru-Saikhowa National Park, home 
to rare feral horses, and endangered white-
winged wood duck. On either sides of the river, 
locals enjoy picnic and boat rides. There are 
houseboats such as Om House Boat, where 
tourists can book a day or an overnight package 
to explore the riverscapes. 

Na-Pukhuri, translating to a cluster of nine 
ponds, is situated at the southeastern corner of 
the town. The one at the centre is 12 acres in 
size and qualifies as a lake – it is most adored by 
visitors for its surrounding flower gardens, green 
landscape and therapeutic outdoors. 

Drive 17 km through the beautiful tea gardens 
towards Bordubi and arrive at the famous Tilinga 
Mandir. Also known as the Bell Temple, this 
shrine dedicated to Lord Shiva is frequented by 
a large number of people who come from far and 
wide with their wishes; it is rumoured that most 
are fulfilled.

Local tip: Take home the black, aromatic Assam 
tea bought from a local vendor. 

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to 
Jorhat from Guwahati, and daily one-stop 

flights from Kolkata via Guwahati. From here, 
Tinsukia is roughly a five-hour scenic drive away.

Top to bottom: People make 
wishes at the Tilinga Temple; 
Colourful cabins of Om House 
Boat lined along Brahmaputra 
River; The rare feral horses in 
the Dibru-Saikhowa National 
Park. 
Facing page: Locals enjoy 
punting near the Dibru-
Saikhowa National Park.
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TRAVERSING THENZAWL
DRIVE: 90 KM SOUTH FROM AIZAWL, MIZORAM 
Leave the streets of Mizoram’s capital city, Aizawl, to immerse in lush green 
foliage. On the way to Thenzawl is the Hmuifang Mountain, atop which is 
set a charming village that personifies Mizoram’s natural beauty. This is a 
preferred getaway for adventurers and wildlife enthusiasts, though many 
also visit Hmuifang to get a glimpse of the rustic Mizo village life.

Drive onward to the town of Thenzawl in the district of Serchhip, which 
is known for its stunning landscapes and flourishing avian population and 
wildlife. The Thenzawl Deer Park is an important attraction though it barely 
matches the popularity of the two-tiered Vantawng Falls. Cascading from 
a height of nearly 230m, the falls are the highest in the state and the 13th 
highest in India. It is surrounded by a thick forest cover and contrasts the 
deep green beautifully with its white milk-like course.

Local tip: Take home Mizoram’s ethnic handwoven puan (sarongs).

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to Aizawl from Kolkata and 
Guwahati, and one-stop flights from Mumbai and New Delhi via 

Kolkata and Guwahati, respectively. From here, Thenzawl is a three-hour 
drive away.
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This page: 
The Vantawng 
Falls amidst the 
verdant greens 
of Mizoram.


