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A summer getaway to 
Jersey offers moments 
of togetherness as well as  
lively urban sophistication,  
says Antonia Windsor

It’s 5am and I’m dozing on a 
comfortable bed with the sun 
warming the canvas above me 
and lemurs squawking in the 
trees outside. In my half-dream 

state I try to remember where lemurs 
come from. Isn’t it Madagascar? But 
I’m not in a safari lodge on an east 
African island. I’m in a canvas pod  
at Jersey Zoo, on the largest of the 
Channel Islands. 

The lemurs did indeed come from 
Madagascar, when conservationist 
Gerald Durrell brought them to his 
zoo in 1990 for a captive breeding 
programme that has now secured the 
survival of this critically endangered 
species. And the luxurious eco camp 
we are staying in is the latest in a 
number of ventures to ensure the 
continuation of Durrell’s work. I roll 
over and whisper to my husband: 
“This is just like being in Africa.” He 
grunts in response that he feels safer 
here because there is no danger of 
lions or rhinos breaking into the camp 
and we both go back to sleep. 

When we finally get up, we forage 
in the grounds for apples, plums and 
berries to add to our breakfast. We 
stop to chat to our neighbours who 
are out on their terrace drinking 
coffee – the pods are spaced well 
enough apart for privacy and yet close 
enough to encourage interaction. 
They tell us they saw dolphins the day 
before on a Jersey Seafaris trip to the 
nearby Ecrehous islands and excitedly 
show us the pictures on their phones. 
It looks great and so we make an 

impulsive decision to go ourselves. 
I’ve never been to the Ecrehous, 
thinking that the tiny archipelago 
was only accessible if you have your 
own boat, so I am excited to discover 
you can book a tour. The company 
offers either two-hour or three-hour 
round trips from St Catherine’s 
breakwater, less than a 15-minute 
drive from the zoo. 

The 10-minute journey is on an 
inflatable speedboat and I cling to my 
husband and laugh so hard as we are 
buffeted across the sea with the sound 
of the Red Hot Chili Peppers blaring 
from the radio and ocean spray in our 
hair. We slow right down as we come 

to a pod of dolphins and we all get out 
our phones as the graceful creatures 
circle the boat. Later, we spot seals 
basking in the sun and feel incredibly 
privileged to be sharing this 
experience with just a few other 
people. The sandy islets are deserted 
apart from a cluster of small fishing 
cottages, and once we have wandered 
away from the others we feel like we 
are on our own private island. 

We lay out a picnic on the sand 
and swim in the crystal-clear water. 
Oystercatchers and terns battle with 
the gulls for the remains of our bread 
and we lie back in the sun listening to 
the gentle lap of the water. “This is 

what you call getting away from it all,” 
sighs my husband. And he’s right: the 
buzz of our lives in London seems a 
million miles away. 

But the joy of Jersey is you don’t 
have to choose between being  
remote and being in a cosmopolitan 
hub – you can have both. Once we’ve 
returned to Jersey and freshened up,  
I put my heels on and we head into 
the capital, St Helier, for cocktails. 
We watch the sky turn red behind 
Elizabeth Castle from the terrace of 
the Grand Hotel, surrounded by smart 
people who have just finished work in 
the nearby financial institutions – it 
seems incredible that we were lying 
on a deserted beach just a few hours 
ago. There’s confident chatter and 
power suits all around us. 

Feeling refreshed and invigorated, 
we talk urgently to each other, 
hatching plans for the future.  
We end our evening at the intimate  
No 10 restaurant in Bond Street, 
where we gorge on local scallops and 
line-caught sea bass cooked with style 
and panache. Nobody would guess to 
look at us that we were going home  
to a tent; albeit a very glamorous one.

An island that’s 
made for two

We feel 
incredibly 
privileged  
to be 
sharing this 
experience 
together

Having it all
Clockwise from 
main image, Jersey 
offers magnificent 
adventures, the 
chance to stay in  
a pod, fine dining 
and lemurs too
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