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 TEXT & IMAGES BY PAUL BOYLING 

MCM LONDON
COMIC CON
MCM was established in 2001 by Bryan Cooney (Wolf Events) 

and Paul Miley (Sci Fi Shows), who wanted to create a large-

scale collector’s show in London similar to their established 

Memorabilia shows in Birmingham. In May 2002, the ‘London 

Expo’ opened at the (then newly built) ExCeL exhibition centre 

in London’s Royal Victoria Docklands.

Over the next few years, the London Expo lourished. In 

2003, the show become a biannual event, taking place on the 

inal weekends of both May and October respectively. In 2004, 

the Expo was re-branded as ‘London MCM Expo’ – the ‘MCM’ 

standing for ‘Movies, Comics, Media’; and in 2005, the show 

completely changed from just a collectors’ and autograph event 

into a US-style comic con  – with an emphasis on cosplay and 

dedicated areas to comics, anime, manga and video-games 

plus ilm and TV content. 

By 2010, the London show became the ‘lagship’ show 

amongst the others based in the UK, Northern Ireland and parts 

of Europe (Stockholm and Malmö, Sweden); not only running 

over a three-day period for the irst time and hosting the inau-

gural EuroCosplay Championships, but also being re-branded 

as ‘MCM Comic Con’ – to be associated with and held in regard 

among its New York and San Diego counterparts, whilst still 

remaining faithful to a British audience. 

In 2012, MCM London Comic Con continued to thrive, 

surpassing the 60,000 visitor mark. However, by 2014, 

attendance skyrocketed, with numbers at the May show topping 

100,000 for the irst time. 2015 and 2016 further conirmed 

MCM London Comic Con’s meteoric rise, with back-to-back 

shows boasting 130,000 plus attendees at the seemingly 

permanent residence of the ExCeL centre; cementing its 

position as Britain’s and Europe’s leading pop culture festival as 

well as the third largest comic con in the world. 

Guests at this year’s con included: Donnie Yen (Ip Man; 

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story), Lou Ferrigno (he Incredible 

Hulk), Sam Jones (Flash Gordon), Verne Troyer (Austin Powers), 

as well as Sean Maher and Summer Glau (Firely, Serenity). 

Four Mighty Morphing Power Rangers were also in attendance 

- Austin St. John (original Red Ranger), David Yost (original 

Blue Ranger), Karen Ashley (second Yellow Ranger) and Walter 

Emanuel Jones (original Black Ranger), in addition to Lt. Uhura 

herself, Nichelle Nichols (Star Trek). Billie Piper (Doctor Who; 

Diary of a Call Girl) was meant to appear, but had to cancel due 

to a family-related matter. 
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 TEXT & IMAGES BY JESSICA WALSH

ALL ABOUT 

FOUNDATION

As cosplayers, our hobby centers around taking 2 

dimensional characters and recreating them on a 

3 dimensional body. Because of the fantastical 

worlds that exist in our media, it’s no surprise 

that some of the shapes and designs our favorite 

characters launt don’t exist in real life. So, we have 

to improvise. he thing you may not realize, though, 

is that not all of it is the costume. Sometimes it’s 

what’s under the costume that makes the diference 

- it’s bigger on the inside, as the Whovians say. I’ve 

put together a couple of tips and tricks to help you 

on your way to bringing your favorite character to life. 


