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Too Loud a Solitude  
with Afshin Ghaffarian

“For we are like olives: only when we are crushed do we yield what is best 

in us.”  

 — Bohumil Hrabal, Too Loud a Solitude 

Afshin Ghaffarian says that when he first read Czech writer Bohumil Hrabal’s 

novel Too Loud a Solitude, originally published in 1976, he was overcome by 

what he called “a strange feeling.” Ghaffarian says he had the sense he was 

reading about the reality of his own daily life, in our own time.

Inspired by a Persian translation of Too Loud a Solitude, Ghaffarian’s on-stage 

adaptation explores the subjects of recluse, recovery, and what it means to have 

knowledge. Recounting Hrabal’s story of an eclectic elder whose job is to destroy 

rare and banned books, Ghaffarian performs what he calls a “murderous dance” 

of chaotic passion, offering a response to censorship in the modern world.

production teAm

Afshin Ghaffarian – Choreographer, Dancer

Leyli Daryoush – Dramaturge

Heiko Moennich – Stage Designer

Baptiste Pizzinat – Sociologist, Sound Engineer

Vincent Tudoce – Light Designer

ABout tHe ArtiSt

Afshin Ghaffarian was born in Mashhad, Iran, in 1986. As he grew up, he 

expressed an interest in theatre, and explored the world of contemporary dance 

and choreography, notably the work of Pina Bausch and Sasha Waltz, through 

online videos. In 2004, he began studies in theatre at the Islamic Azad University 

of Tehran, and in 2008, graduated with a bachelor’s degree. In 2009, Ghaffarian 

travelled to Germany to perform his work Strange But True at a festival. The 

following year, he moved to France, where he completed a residency at Centre 

National de la Danse and went on to form the dance company Reformances. He 

has since made appearances at venues including the Festival Passage de 

Témoins à Caen, Festival Extra 10 à Annecy, and Festival Iranian Arts NOW. 

Ghaffarian’s life and career inspired the 2014 drama Desert Dancer, directed  

by Richard Raymond.


