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It was bound to happen sooner or later: allow me to introduce the world’s first 
Green Butler. Now available at London’s Savoy Hotel, he provides all the 
services your average butler would – packing your delicates in recycled tissue 
paper and the like – but also ensures a London experience like no other, steering 
guests towards the use of sustainable technologies and eco restaurants, bars 
and retail locations. Eco-man-in-waiting Nicolas Ollivier is available for guests 
staying in suites or who check in to the  “Elements Package”, which includes 
organic breakfast and dinner and a choice of eco-tours of London. This is all part 
of the Savoy’s reopening after a three-year restoration, which includes a plethora 
of green initiatives (like the practice of recycling  cooking oil from the hotel’s 
restaurants and turning it into biodiesel). Gordon Ramsay must be so pleased. 
 
 
Floating southwest by carbon-efficient means, stay, learn and get sticky at the 
Scarlet Hotel in Cornwall, England. This delightful little hideaway, which, 
needless to say features a solar panel-heated indoor pool and recycles virtually 
everything including leftover candle wax, offers a “bee-keeping break”. Three 
days of training provides guests the knowledge and skills to handle honeybees, 
manage a colony and competently extract honey and wax – in other words, to 
keep bees safely and responsibly. The next course is offered in March 2011. 
 
From bzzz to brrr, let’s make our way to Canada where Bento, the country’s 
largest sushi company, has rolled out a plan for seafood sustainability. Working 
with the SeaChoice program, Bento plans to supply only sustainable seafood by 
2012, and has already switched 65 percent of its product offering to sustainable 
fish and seafood.  SeaChoice labels will appear on Bento products that meet 
sustainability criteria. Quoth David Suzuki: "We are excited to be working with 
Bento to help consumers across the country easily identify the most sustainable 
sushi options, and ensure they are making choices that support healthy 
oceans.”   
If that’s not an endorsement, I don’t know what is. Bento boxes are available at 



kiosks and major supermarkets from coast to coast.   
 
And if you’re hitting the slopes in the Great White North, or if you’re headed south 
for the winter months, be sure to pack protection – from the sun, I mean. And 
please, none of that nanopartical and chemical-filled sludge that does more harm 
than good. The Environmental Working Group has a sunscreen guide which lists 
the safest products. I’m partial to Marie Veronique’s Kid Safe Screen, which 
works on children of all ages, contains wholesome ingredients and is absolutely 
lacking in parabens and other nasty no-nos. It’s available exclusively at 
mvorganics.com. 
 
 
And since ‘tis the season of overindulgence giving, let’s throw in a little extra 
bounty. Platinum Dirt jackets has taken leather that once graced the interiors of 
Lincolns, Jaguars and Cadillacs and turned it into some very sexy gear. Each 
jacket has the logo of the original auto manufacturer stamped somewhere on the 
chest or shoulder, and since the material has been broken in – to say the least – 
you end up with a comfortable, one-of-a-kind piece that will stay with you for the 
ride. Plus, it’s two to three times thicker than your average calfskin. Fast cars, 
recycled leather... Santa, are you listening? Happy holidays, darlings!  
 

!



 
 
ECO-TRAVEL - IT'S EASY BEING GREEN, #8 
 
| FRIDAY, JANUARY 21ST 2011 - 0 COMMENTS 

 
Open top bus tours are so 2010. The new way to see London is from the ground 
up, with Sock Mob’s Unseen Tours of London. Led by none other than the city’s 
homeless residents, the four tours, which cover the Brick Lane, Old Street, 
London Bridge and Temple areas, are a combination of historical facts and the 
guides’ own stories and experiences, which I’ll wager are pretty different than 
what you’ll read about on the Blue Plaques. Plus, two free places on each tour 
are set aside for anyone unable to pay or who is accompanying someone as a 
care-giver, and a “Merry Pub Trip” is always at the finish line. Chin chin!  
 
A more hands-on experience can also be had right now in Sierra Leone, via a 
group called Tribewanted. This industrious bunch set up a project where, for a 
minimum of one week, visitors can help construct a new building developed at 
Cal Earth called a “Superadobe”, which will support sustainable development in 
the area. Plus, according to Tribewanted founding partner Ben Keene, “When 
you take part in the project you’re not sacrificing your hard earned time-out for an 
intense volunteer program, nor are you replacing a much-needed beach holiday. 
Sunbathe, build, swim, cook, canoe up river, trek, fish, play beach football, share 
skills, teach, drum round bonfires, and eat great seafood.”  
 
There you go: you’ll practically forget you’re doing something nice for 
people!   The program takes place John Obey Beach, about 20 miles south of 
Freetown, and will go on until the rainy season begins in June. 
 
Quite a different eco-structure is in the works on the Singapore skyline, where the 
world’s first ArtScience Museum will open on February 17th. Designed by super-
starchitect Moshe Safdie, the Museum’s dish-like roof channels rainwater through 
the central atrium of the building, which is then recycled for use in the building’s 
restrooms. Skip from your green loo to any of the 21 galleries contained in the 
lotus-shaped building, which will display works that merge all aspects of art and 
science, including technology, design and culture. A number of leaders in the 
field will be part of a speaking series at the museum over the coming months. 
 



And I don’t know about you, but I’ve always been tempted to spend those long 
haul flights in my pyjamas. That is, until I discovered Toronto-based Miik 
clothing. The line has taken comfy to a new level, creating soft bamboo classics 
with a modern edge. The pieces don’t need ironing and many can be worn 
multiple ways – check out the Alexa cardi and the all-season Lily dress – and 
Miik minimizes their carbon footprint by designing, milling and crafting their goods 
all within the Greater Toronto Area. On the west coast? No problem! February 
brings Vancouver’s Eco Fashion Week, where Nicole Bridger’s drapy, lush tops 
and dresses and Laura Presber’s sweet, ladylike pieces will be heating up the 
catwalk. That’s my kind of global warming, darlings. See you next month! 
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