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MODERNISM

Otto Wagner (1841-1918) & Adolf Loos (1870-
1933) pioneered Modernism in architecture and 

design. Vienna was shaped both by Wagner’s  
opulent fin de siècle creations and Loos’ penchant 

for smooth and clear surfaces. The Looshaus at 
Michaelerplatz is regarded as one of the central 

buildings of Viennese Modernism.

WIENER  
WERKSTÄTTE

Founded in 1903, the Wiener Werkstätte (Viennese 
Workshop) aimed to embellish the everyday life of 
everybody through objects designed by artists and 

restore the values of handcraftsmanship.
The company had to close in 1932, but many of the 
products designed by Wiener Werkstätte artists are 

still being produced and sold to this day.

DECONSTRUCTIVIST  
ARCHITECTURE

The cooperative architectural design firm Coop 
Himmelb(l)au is a leading exponent of  

deconstructivist architecture. Famous contemporary 
buildings are the Musée des Confluences in Lyon 

and the new tower of the European Central Bank in 
Frankfurt. In their 1980 manifesto they state  

“Architecture must blaze.”

Austria’s design schools and universities offer programs in architecture,  
conservation and restoration, education in the arts, fine arts, critical studies, 

stage design and many more fields of creative expression.

CREATIVE 
INDUSTRIES

More than 

10 PERCENT 
of all companies in Austria 
belong to the creative  
industries − that's some 

42,200 
FIRMS in 2014,  
employing almost 

152,400  
PEOPLE.  
The creative industries 
generated sales of  

21.6 BILLION 
EUROS. The main 
focus of creative innovation 
is new design (57 percent) 
and innovative technology 
applications (53 percent).

THE ACADEMY  
OF FINE ARTS VIENNA
 (Akademie der bildenden Künste Wien)
The oldest establishment offering design in Austria, 
founded in the 17th century.
1,368 students, of whom 
40% are international.

UNIVERSITY OF 
APPLIED ARTS VIENNA  
(Universität für angewandte Kunst Wien) 
Originally founded in 1867 as the k. k. Kunst - 
gewerbeschule (Vienna School of Arts and Crafts). 
1,689 students, of whom  
39% are international.

UNIVERSITY OF ART  
AND DESIGN LINZ  
(Kunstuniversität Linz)
The “Kunstschule” (Art School) of Linz  
was founded in 1947. 
1,476 students, of whom  
27% are international.

FAMOUS AUSTRIAN DESIGNERS

Otto Neurath  

(1882-1945)
Austrian polymath, created the 
Vienna Method of Pictorial 
Statistics between 1925 and 
1934 to “represent social facts 
pictorially” and bring “dead 
statistics” to life. Renamed 
“Isotype” in 1934, it has  
become the basis of and 
inspiration for modern info-
graphics and emoticons. 

Margarete Schütte-Lihotzky

(1897-2000)
was the first professional woman architect 
in Austria. In 1926, she designed the  
Frankfurt kitchen, a single unit made to 
enable efficient work at low cost and thus 
the forerunner of modern fitted kitchens.

Ferdinand Porsche  
father (1875-1951) & son (1909-1998)
Austro-Czech-German automobile designers, founded 
the sports car company Porsche in 1931 in Stuttgart. In 
1910, father Ferdinand built a car that traveled 135 
km/h (85 mph). The Model 356, designed by son “Fer-
ry” in 1948, sold nearly 78,000 units and laid the 
framework for future success. 

Helmut Ohnmacht  
(b. 1939)
is an architect, surveyor and 
civil engineering technical 
expert, and extreme climber. 
He invented the Polybiwak, 
mobile accommodation for 
extreme conditions, in use in 
the Alps since 1971, as well 
as tiny research stations and 
accommodation in the ice 
deserts of the Antarctic.

Helmut Lang  
(b. 1956)
is an Austrian fashion 
designer known for his 
conceptual, minimalist 
design. His trademark  
look is a stark, industrial, 
sharp-cut, androgynous, 
predominantly black-and-
white mash-up of high 
fashion and low. 

Daniel Swarovski  
(1862-1956)
brought the Bohemian 
craftsmanship of 
glas-cutting to Tyrol, 
where he founded a 
company that would cut 
crystals automatically. 
Swarovski is renowned 
for its jewelry and top-
notch optical products. 

Smartflower
The Smartflower Pop mimics the behavior of sun tracking 
flowers by rotating its solar module “petals” throughout the 
day, and can produce up to 4,000 kWh a year. 

Grätzlrad
The City of Vienna subsidized Lastenräder (freight bikes) 
and different models may now be borrowed for free through 
an online platform. 

Der Wohnwagon
The Wohnwagon (live-in wagon) is 

an off-grid, autarkic 
house on wheels 

exclusively made of 
environmentally 

friendly materials.

HoHo Wien  
(Holzhochhaus)
HoHo Wien is  
currently being built near 
the U2 station Seestadt 
and will be the tallest 
wooden high-rise building 
in the world, with 84m 
and 24 floors.

The evolution of culture  
is synonymous with the 
removal of ornamentation 
from everyday objects.
Adolf Loos (1870-1933),  
Austro-Hungarian architect, influential 
European theorist of modern architec-
ture, in Ornament and Crime (1908)

What I see in nature is a 
grand design that we can 
understand only imper-
fectly, one with which a 
responsible person must 
look at with humility.
Albert Einstein (1879-1955), 
German-American physicist, in Albert 
Einstein, the Human Side: New 
Glimpses from His Archives (1981)

Evolution advances, not by 
a priori design, but by the 
selection of what works 
best out of whatever 
choices offer. We are the 
products of editing, rather 
than of authorship.
George Wald (1906-1997),  
American Nobel Prize-winning 
biologist, in The Origin of Optical 
Activity (1957)

Design is the great  
adventure of the 20th 
century; it’s led to the 
aestheticization of the 
everyday object, to the 
democratization of luxury. 
Stephen Bayley (b. 1951), British 
design critic, co-founder of the Design 
Museum (London)

It’s not just what it looks 
like and feels like. Design is 
how it works.
Steve Jobs (1955-2011), co-founder 
and CEO of Apple, Inc., in ‘The Guts of 
a New Machine,’ The New York Times, 
November 30, 2003

Art has to move you and 
design does not, unless it’s 
a good design for a bus.
David Hockney (b. 1937), British 
painter, printmaker and stage designer

Less is more.
Peter Behrens (1868-1940), German 
industrial architect widely regarded as 
the first industrial designer in history




