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Saturday • Nov 11 & 18 - 7 am to 6 pm
Sunday • Nov 12 & 19 - 12 noon to 6 pm

Complete 
Deer

Processing 
& Skinning

Hwy C, Pocahontas, Mo

573-833-6281 or 1-800-Buy Hams

•Summer Sausage
•Spicy Summer  
             Sausage
•Summer Sausage 
      with Cheddar
•Bologna
•Salami
•Fresh Bratwurst
•Pepperjack Brats
•Wieners
•Snack Stick
•Whole Muscle  
                   Jerky

Reis Meat Processing Inc.

Special Hours during Deer Season

We Participate in 
MDC’S Share the Harvest!

Joe Horrell Taxidermy OFFERS

Joe Horrell Taxidermy
Shop 573 238-2426
Judy 573 243-2542
Keith 573 238-3258

Rt 2 Box 1090 • Marble Hill MO 63764

5 TIPS
TO MAKE YOUR 

DEER MOUNT 
LOOK GREAT

1. If you must cape out a deer yourself, 
Please DO NOT cut its throat.

2. Make 3 cuts: 
One around each of its knees; 
One around its belly and back; 
One from each knee - on the outside or 
back of the knee to the cut around its back.

3. DO NOT cut the white hide between its front legs.

4. Pull the skin up to the throat and cut the head off. Leave 
skin, head and antlers intact. Place all in a plastic bag. 

5. Bring it to us. We’ll make sure you’re glad you did.

Happy Hunting!
Joe, Judy & Keith

Deer shot by Randy Sander of 
Jackson. Taxidermy by his 

mother Judy Sander

By Walt Fulps
 To take home that trophy of a life-
time, there needs to be a cooperative 
relationship between you and your 
taxidermist. Before the taxidermist be-
gins working his magic, you must do 
yours. As much as it is your taxider-
mist’s responsibility, your actions in 
the field will also determine whether 
the final trophy will be worthy of 
hanging on your wall. 

SHOULDER MOUNTS
 All indications point toward a great 
2006 season with lots of big bucks to 
be taken. Several counties will begin 
seeing much bigger bucks related to 
the minimum antler point require-
ments they’ve had in place for the last 
two seasons.
  But after shooting your deer, what 
then?
 If you’re planning to have that deer 
mounted, you MUST leave enough 
undamaged hide for the taxidermist to 
provide a quality mount. This begins 
when you field dress your deer. 
 You should only make one single 
cut that should stretch from below the 
rib cage down the belly to the anus. 
Do not cut into the brisket hair, and do 
not split the rib cage — reach up into 
the rib cage, instead. 
 And NEVER EVER cut your 
trophy’s throat.  
 To further preserve the integrity 
of the cape, do not drag your deer to 
your truck. Every inch of dragging is 
scraping a big bald spot on the trophy 
you’re hoping to show off someday 
soon.  
 If the cape is too terribly damaged, 
your taxidermist can probably acquire 
a replacement cape, but this can be 
very costly. 

 After field dressing, the best bet is 
to take the entire animal directly to 
your taxidermist or meat processor to 
have them “cape it out” for you.  
 Most will charge you a nominal fee 
of $20 to $30 for this service. It’s not 
difficult to do, though, as long as you 
do it right. 
 With your deer laying on its back, 
cut around the entire trunk about half-

way between the front legs and the 
back legs, well behind the brisket area. 
 Also cut around each front leg at 
about knee level. Then cut from the 
knee incisions down the back of each 
leg directly to the chest incision. 
 Now begin skinning forward while 
pulling the skin toward the head like 
you’re taking off a sock. Remove the 

head a few inches below the skull 
-- you’ll need a bone saw or a recipro-
cating saw (“saws-all”) for this task. 
Once the deer is caped, the race is on. 
Wrap the head in two trash bags, tie 
securely, and put it in the refrigerator 
ASAP — within a few hours of death 
would be great. 
 If your trophy starts collecting flies 
and smelling bad, it will likely lose its 
hair during mounting and will require 
a replacement cape ($$$!). 
 If you know you can get the head 
to the taxidermist within 24 hours of 
death, a cold refrigerator is fine. If you 
know you won’t get it there within 24 
hours, freeze it solid as soon as pos-
sible. 
 However, make absolutely sure that 
the bags are completely sealed and air-
tight. Freezer burn is the enemy here, 
and it can make a trophy specimen 
unmountable.

FISH MOUNTS
 With all the talk about deer, you 
might have forgotten that autumn is 
also a good time to catch a trophy fish. 
 Fish are the easiest trophy to 
handle, but they are also the easiest to 
screw up. If you think you might have 
a fish mounted, DO NOT put it on a 
stringer or in a fish basket. 
 Also, NEVER cut a trophy fish in 
any way -- leave the fish whole. Those 
are the only two restrictions, but there 
are still several things you should do.
 Take a good picture of your fish 
while the fish is still alive. Once he 
dies, he’ll lose his coloration very 
quickly, and a picture will give the 
taxidermist a good reference for mak-
ing your fish appear alive. 
 You should also freeze your fish as 
soon as possible. First wrap your fish 
in soaking wet paper towels, making 
sure all the fins are laying properly. 
Then double wrap in plastic bags and 
freeze solid. 
 Freezer burn is your enemy, so be 
sure to wrap your fish well. Many of 
you have likely been taught to wrap 
your fish in a wet bath towel, but this 
is not necessary. The purpose of the 
towel is to keep the fish’s skin from 
sticking to the plastic bag, causing 
scales to pop loose. Wet paper towels 
accomplish this purpose perfectly, and 
they’re cheap.
 If you can’t freeze your fish imme-
diately, you can buy yourself some ad-
ditional time by coating the fish with 
20 Mule Team Borax (in the laundry 
detergent aisle at the grocery store). 
 Borax is a great preservative and 
may save the fish’s hide if you’re 
a long way from the nearest cooler 
or otherwise don’t have access to a 
freezer. 
 Don’t RUB the borax into the fish 
-- you’ll be causing scale damage. 

Instead, simply sprinkle it on liberally 
and wrap it up gently. Then imme-
diately start heading for the nearest 
freezer! 
 This fish will still rot, so don’t ex-
pect the borax to keep him fresh until 
you’re done with your camping trip.

BIRD MOUNTS
 This time of year also brings vari-
ous waterfowl seasons into play as 
well. There are two great big chal-
lenges when handling a bird you wish 
to mount. 
 First is spoilage -- birds get nasty 
very quickly. 
 Second is feather damage. Of 
course, if you shoot all the feathers 
off your duck, it’s going to be an ugly 
mount. 
 Likewise, if you have a perfect bird 
but damage the feathers by dressing 
the bird or by letting your bird dog use 
it as a chew toy, it will look just like 
you shot the feathers off. 
 With a little care, though, your 
bird will look great. The best bet, as 
always, is to take the entire freshly 
harvested bird directly to your taxider-
mist. 
 If you can’t get it there the same 
day, you’ll have to take a few extra 
precautions. 
 Do not cut your bird in any way, 
and definitely do not pluck it (yes, it 
happens). If you really want the meat, 
ask your taxidermist to freeze the 
carcass for you. 
 If there’s blood on the feathers, gen-
tly pour some water on the bird from a 
cup or small bucket to remove it. 
 Then lay out a stack of newspapers 
half-again as long as the bird, roll him 
up like a burrito, and use masking tape 
to secure. The newspaper should keep 
the bird in proper alignment during 
freezing. 
 Then double-wrap the bird in plas-
tic bags without bending the tail. If the 
bird is too long for the bag, you either 
need bigger bags, or use two bags and 
duct tape to achieve the coverage you 
need. 
 Lay the bird flat in the freezer, and 
never stack anything on top of your 
frozen birds -- even when frozen, the 
feathers are easily bent out of shape. 
 Sharp beaks, toes and spurs will 
punch holes in the bags, so you may 
want to tape a cotton ball over these 
areas to make sure the bags remain 
airtight. 
 If you prepare your birds this way, 
you can completely skip the tradition-
al ladies stocking method that’s been 
taught for years.

OTHER CRITTERS
 Every year, a good number of small 
mammals are taken during deer sea-
son. If you shoot something you’d like 
to mount, field prep is easy. 

How to handle a deer for a good mount
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DEALER

•Chrysler   •Dodge   •Jeep             Hwy 67 • Farmington, MO

   573-431-7800
1-800-996-2566 2007  All New

Jeep Compass

• The all New 2007 Jeep Compass, 
Compact SUV, 25/29 mpg...2 and 4 wheel drive models available.
 Starting at  $15,985*
 *MSRP excludes tax. Starting at price refers to base model, 
a more expensive model may be shown. Optional equipment 
may be shown. 
Pricing may change at any time without notifi cation.

**Fuel economy information based on engineering estimates. 
Offi cial EPA estimates not yet available.

We have the best 4WD 
selection to choose from, 
including Ram pick-up, 
Grand Cherokee, Dakota, 
Wrangler, Cherokee and . . 

Stop by & Check Out the
NEW. . . Liberty Diesel!

915 N. MAIN • Piedmont  MO 63957 573-223-4186

• DSL Hi Speed Internet • Color Cable TV      
• Refrigerators, Microwaves 
  & Coffee Pots in Rooms

Deer 
Hunters 

Welcome!

Stone 
Crest Motel

Harold's Jewelry Store
On the Square in Jackson, MO

 Personal Service!     
our 45th year of

(573) 243-5120

Engagement & Wedding Rings
Stone Setting

Engraving & 
Wrapping        

Jewelry Repair
Fossil & Seiko Watches           

High School Class Rings

Watch 
Repair     

 Rinse the blood off the fur, and stuff 
paper towels into the bullet holes. 
 Then take him to your taxidermist 
fresh, or just curl him up as small as 
possible, double bag in trash bags, and 
freeze solid. 
 As with the birds, you may need 
to cushion claws with cotton balls to 
make sure they donʼt tear open the 
bag.
 You may not have control over the 
quality of work your taxidermist pro-
duces, but you do have control over 
your game animal from the moment 
you pull the trigger.  
 By remembering to protect the skin, 
scales, feathers and fur to the best 
of your ability, and by getting your 

animal cold and keeping him cold as 
quickly as possible, youʼve done your 
part.  
 Other than that, just make sure you 
choose a taxidermist who knows what 
heʼs doing, and youʼll have a beautiful 
trophy to show off for years to come.  
 Good luck, and be careful out there.
 Walt Fulps is better known to many 
as “Missouri Trout Hunter”. He s̓ a 
professional trout-fi shing guide pro-
viding year-round trips on the Mera-
mec River and Little Piney Creek. He s̓ 
also the owner of Ozark Taxidermy 
in Rolla, Missouri. Visit him online at 
www.MissouriTroutHunter.com and 
www.OzarkTaxidermy.com.

The Mail Bag

Dear Pat and Bob,
 First, congratulations on fi nding 
a fresh publisher to give you both 
some time to breathe. 
 Second, I am very impressed 
with your article facing up to the 
problem of the Trail Rideʼs impact 
on Jacks Fork. It was exactly the 
right mixture of fact and inference 
that something big is the matter 
with this picture.
 I have avoided tackling this on-
going pain in the ass for years now, 
feeling responsibility but consider-
ing it out of my fi eld of expertise. I 
also felt that my comments would 
be taken as thinly veiled shots at 
the fat cats making money that my 
little town doesnʼt share, which 
though true, has nothing to do with 
the ecology involved or the real 
problems of unlimited people using 
a limited and fragile resource.
 Not to date myself, but my un-
ease about Big Business thinking 
began when MDC opened Indian 
Trail Park to city hunters 40-odd 
years ago and actually advertised 
the fact that this fragile refuge was 
now open to the public. 
 Jim Keefe was editor of the 
Conservationist at the time and we 
fell out over this, Jim maintaining 
that game biologists were Oracles 

over any local opinions concerning 
public impact. 
 The resulting “hunt” was a di-
saster MDC wonʼt even talk about 
today. One-dimensional mean-well 
thinking is the worst product of 
bureaucracy and we canʼt seem to 
learn that fact, even over years.
 I have tried in my small town 
columns to avoid spreading “wis-
dom” I donʼt have, but 6,000 
horses and 3,000 people at a time 
have to make a tremendous impact 
on some areas of our co-existence 
with nature and Iʼm sure proud you 
proclaimed the fact. If Iʼd said it, 
it would have been taken as a slur 
on a local entrepreneurʼs efforts to 
improve local economy in a town 
where Iʼm a “new” citizen. I tread 
carefully in this old-timey place 
where Iʼd like to live the rest of my 
life.
 Our letters from (mutual friend) 
Bob Painter are very “up” these 
days and he is our favorite farmer 
and conservationist of all, growing 
and selling his crops and above all 
learning as he goes along. He is a 
joy to watch, along with his wife 
Mary, teaming up to make a new 
life for themselves. 
 I get a lot of pleasure knowing 
people who have made their lives 
more manageable and you two 
seem to have done that as well!

 Best wishes to you both,
Mitch and Diana Jayne 

Eminence, MO
Bob & Pat,
 You done good!
 Enjoy your retirement. The River 
Hills Traveler is the only subscrip-
tion I have never let expire. I look 
forward to reading your articles, 
but know youʼll have more time to 
SOAR (somewhere on a river).
Congratulations,

Bill & Cyndi Weiss
Imperial MO

Bob,
 Just want you to know how 
much Iʼve enjoyed your paper for 
the last 22 years. Hope the new 
guy can keep up. I hunt, fi sh, vaca-
tion, play tourist, eat out, and stay 
informed about Missouriʼs out-
doors. 
 Your paper may be considered 
a way of making a living to some, 
but to me itʼs the most useful read-
ing Iʼll do in a month. When I can 
Iʼll leave an old copy in a waiting 
room for others to enjoy. 
 Tell your wife to keep up the 
weather watch. Donʼt work too 
hard in your semi-retirement. Good 
hunting and fi shing. 
 Get the grandkids to take you 
on another canoe fl oat. Good luck 
Bob, God Bless! 

Roy Watkins 
Sikeston

The Seasons

 While deer seasons seem to over-
whelm everything else, thereʼs a 
whole lot more going on right now.
 Quail and pheasant seasons opened 
Nov. 1, for one thing. And duck sea-
son in the Middle Zone opens Nov. 

4. By the middle of the month, it is 
almost a case of being able to shoot at 
almost anything that moves.
 Where there are quail, this season 
seems to offer pretty good hunting. 
But a major comeback for this once 
common game bird is still a long way 
down the road. Bag limit is eight.
 Pheasants opened in the north 
Missouri zone on Nov. 1. Thereʼs a 
southern zone in the bootheel with a 
season Dec. 1-12. Bag limit is one.
 There are three duck zones with 
the Middle Zone covering most of 
Traveler s̓ coverage area. Season there 
is Nov. 4- Jan. 2. 
 The North Zone, basically north of 
I-70, is already open and runs through 
Dec. 26. The South Zone is open Nov. 
24-Jan. 22. It takes in the southern 
part of the bootheel and much of 
southwest Missouri.
 Bag limit for ducks in all zones is 
six. The limit can include no more 
than four mallards of which no more 
than two can be hens. Limits for 
other species include two for scaup, 
redheads, wood ducks, hooded mer-
ganser. Limit is one for black ducks, 
pintail, canvasback. 
 Season for snow geese is open, 
closing Jan. 31. Bag limit is 20. Can-
ada goose season is Nov. 24-Jan.31 
with a bag limit of two. White-fronted 
geese may be hunted Nov. 24-Jan.31 
with a bag limit of two. Bag limit for 
brant is 1.
 Rabbits and squirrels are open 
through Feb. 15 with a bag limit of 
six each. Ruffed grouse – in a limited 
zone - are open through Jan. 15 with a 
bag limit of two. 
 Woodcock are open through Nov.  
28, bag limit three. Snipe are open 
through Dec. 16, bag limit 8. Rails 
are open through Nov. 9, bag limit 25. 
Dove season ends Nov. 9, bag limit 
12. 
 Furbearer season for both hunters 
and trappers is Nov. 15-Feb.15 with 
no limit. For trappers, beaver may be 
taken through March 31. Season on 
otters varies by zone. 

FISHING
 Trout parks closed Oct. 31 but will 
reopen later this month for catch-and-
release fi shing.  Bullfrog season also 
closed. Gigging for non-game fi sh in 
streams remains open through Jan. 
31. All other hook and line fi shing is 
open, but with so many hunting sea-
sons open, the fi sh are getting a rest. 

Quail, ducks, 
 rabbits, squirrels
   also in season
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