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An hour’s drive from Taipei, Yilan County’s black 
sand beaches – created by volcanic rock – and 
consistent swells from the Pacifi c Ocean beckon. 
By April, surfers have shed their wetsuits 
and the beaches of Wai’ao and Double 
Lions buzz with activity. 
    When two million Chinese 
Nationalists fl ed to Taiwan in 
1949, they established Martial 
Law. Beaches were closed off  
with barbed wire for military 
drills and children grew up fear-
ing the ocean instead of playing 
in it. The island’s fi rst surf shop 
opened near the Daxi train station 
in 1980 during the fi nal years of Mar-
tial Law, but attracted mainly expats and 
counter-culture rebels.

Today, numerous surf shops dot the stretch 
of sand from Wai’ao to Daxi Station. “It wasn’t 
always like this,” says George “Super George” 
Tsai of the Chinese Taipei Surfi ng Association 
(CTSA). In his surf school on Double Lions 
Beach, elementary school children wear yellow 

rash shirts with big green G’s (for Super George) 
emblazoned on them. They listen intently as Tsai 
explains water safety and currents.

“Back in my day, parents warned their 
kids against going in the ocean. Today, 

kids are learning how to surf,” 
Tsai says. Various factors led to 

this change: the popularity of 
Hollywood surf movies, the 
younger generation having more 
time for leisure activities and 
the allure of a healthy, outdoor 

lifestyle that surfi ng promoted. 
While Taiwan has a short 

history of surfi ng in comparison 
to Hawaii or Australia, its scene has 

grown tremendously and it’s common 
to see Taiwanese pro surfers practising their 

tricks in Yilan. This time, the stakes are higher. 
The CTSA is trying to assemble an Olympic surf 
team to send to Tokyo in 2020, which also happens 
to be the fi rst time that surfi ng will be a sport at 
the Olympics. They’ll fi nd out in 2019 if they make 
the cut.

April

4 FAST FACTS: 

GOLD COAST 2018 

COMMONWEALTH 

GAMES 

Taking place from 4–15 
April, 2018 marks the 
fifth time Australia will 
be hosting the games. 
Australian cities that 
have previously hosted 
the games are Sydney 
(1938), Perth (1962), 
Brisbane (1982) and 
Melbourne (2006).

This year’s Games 
comprise 18 sports 
and 7 para-sports.

Beach volleyball, para-
triathlon and women’s 
rugby sevens will make 
their Commonwealth 
Games debuts this year.

This year’s event is the 
first in the history of the 
Games that an equal 
number of men’s and 
women’s medal events 
will be contested. 

TAKE ON THE 

SWELLS OF YILAN 
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