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t’s not so much a road as a 
daydream, a slender asphalt 

strip snaking upward into the 
mountains west of Eresfjord, not 
far from the Norwegian coast. 
Coming into a bracingly tight 
curve, I double downshift, and 
then I prod the supercharged 
380 horsepower V6 on the exit, 
the elegant boat-tail rear drifting 
ever so slightly before cement-
ing its grip and accelerating 
into the next straight. What a 
fantastic sports car, I think. Big, 
fast, powerful, refined—the very 
definition of a grand tourer.

Paddle shifting my way back 
through the gears, I admire the 
spare ivory leather interior, crisp 
digital instruments, and high-
definition dual touchscreen, 
which indicates that the Terrain 
Response system is currently in 
Dynamic mode. A slight twist of a 
knurled dial reveals several alter-
native settings: Comfort, Eco, 
Grass-Gravel-Snow, Sand, and 
Mud and Ruts. This is where the 
daydream begins to blur, because 
in spite of its urbane looks and 
superb on-road performance, 
the Velar isn’t a sports car at all. 
It’s an SUV. A Range Rover, to be 
precise—one of the most capable 
off-road vehicles on the planet.

As I near the Storfjord Hotel, 
a secluded mountain retreat 
overlooking a fjord in Glomset, 
my companion informs me of 
an alternate route. I wince as 
he gestures toward a cleft in the 
hill—impossibly steep, muddy, 
rutted, and strewn with more 
intimidatingly large boulders 
than I care to count. There is no 
going around them. Only over.

The Car

• Range Rover Velar 
First Edition, $89,300

The Hotel

• Built from great wooden 
beams in the traditional 
lafta style and capped with 
verdant grass roofs, the 
Storfjord Hotel has the feel 
of an 18th-century Norwegian 
house. Perched high in the hills, 
with breathtaking views of the 
Storfjord and the Sunnmøre 
Alps, the family-owned 
boutique property is just steps 
from some of the country’s 
most beautiful mountain hikes. 
storfjordhotel.com

twin 250 horsepower engines, 
zipping you past a historic 
shipwreck site, a seal rookery, 
and Runde, the so-called Bird 
Island, a precipitous rock that 
50,000 Northern Gannets 
and 100,000 puffins call 
home. 62.no/en

The Restaurant

• The outstanding seafood 
restaurant Kami Skotholmen 
occupies a beautifully restored 
former fish smokehouse on a 
tiny islet near Ålesund, on the 
Norwegian Sea. “You’ve got to 
know the sea before you can 
serve it,” says chef Magnus 
Bergseth, who catches the crab 
for his delectably spicy crab 
soup himself. skotholmen.no

The Adventure

• Take to the seas from 
Ålesund’s picturesque Art 
Nouveau harbor with Wildlife 
Sea Safari. The rigid inflatable 
boat nearly flies thanks to 

The Essentials

I I flip the dial to Mud and Ruts, 
the suspension rises to the occa-
sion, and with a slow, relentless 
effort, punctuated by an occa-
sional low grunt, the Velar picks 
its way up the rocky track with 
a strange animal grace. In the 
cabin, the mood is as tranquil as 
ever. Utterly composed, utterly 
poised, this machine is nowhere 
near its limits.

Story Nick Czap

Refined 
and Rugged

Climbing the mountains of 
Norway both on the road and 
off in the Range Rover Velar

The Range Rover Velar 
tackles the unforgiving 

Norwegian terrain
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