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It may not be the capital of New Zealand, but it’s certainly 
the country’s biggest urban area. Home to more than 1.5 
million people, Auckland is also the largest Polynesian city 

in the world. It regularly features in ‘best places to live’ lists, 
and for many a good reason – sunny climate, outstanding food, 
beautiful beaches, and stunning natural landscapes. Here’s 
how to make the most of Auckland. 

New Zealand’s largest city is 
a diverse, multicultural one 

with a vibrant city centre and 
a thriving arts and culture 
precinct, not to mention a 

buzzing culinary scene.

 TEXT PRACHI JOSHI

CITY IN FOCUS
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This spread: Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tamaki 
is the country’s largest art institution.
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FOR THE CULTURATI
Auckland has a rich and varied art scene with 
lots on offer for all kinds of travellers. Begin at 
the Auckland Museum, which is housed in the 
country’s most important historical building, the 
Auckland War Memorial Museum. The museum 
tells the story of New Zealand, its people, and 
their place in the Pacific. It’s a treasure trove of 
Maori arts and artefacts, and also hosts Maori 
cultural performances. The Auckland Art Gallery 
Toi o Tamaki is a must-visit for any art lover – it 
houses more than 15,000 pieces of New Zealand 
art. Spread over four floors, it covers everything 
from Maori to contemporary Kiwi art. There’s a 
NZ$25 entry fee for the Auckland Museum, while 
the Auckland Art Gallery has free admission. 
Auckland also has smaller galleries such as 
the Alvin Pankhurst Gallery in Parnell, which 
displays surrealistic oil paintings of New Zealand 
landscapes, and Toi Gallery, a contemporary art 
gallery in Waiheke – entry to both are free. 

FOR THE GOURMAND
Auckland is a geographically blessed city, 
surrounded by fertile farmland, rich waters, and 
volcanic islands. And the city’s restaurants rise 
up to the occasion by transforming the nature’s 
bounty into fabulous, world-class meals with a 
Kiwi heart. Celebrity Chef Peter Gordon, who 
is known as the ‘godfather of fusion food’, 
spearheads the culinary movement in Auckland 

CITY IN FOCUS

with his restaurants Bellota and The Sugar 
Club. While the former is a modern Spanish 
tapas restaurant, the latter is located at the 
top of Auckland’s iconic Sky Tower, serving 
contemporary, creative dishes, with a view of 
the city’s skyline and harbour. At the intimate 
restaurant Pasture in Parnell, cooking food on 
an open fire is an integral part of the experience, 
where you will be taken through a multi-course, 
seasonal menu paired with natural wines. For a 
Kiwi take on Italian cuisine, drop in at Baduzzi 
and try some polpette (meatballs) and beetroot 
pappardelle with shaved paua (abalone). Dessert 
aficionados, head to Giapo for ice cream in mind-
bendingly innovative shapes and flavours – think 
kiwi and coriander, coffee ice cream served with 
French fries, and even a pani puri ice cream! 

Clockwise from 
above: Aerial view 
of the Auckland War 
Memorial Museum; 
Try out the innovative 
and to-die-for 
gourmet ice creams 
at Giapo; Devour an 
Italian meal with a 
Kiwi twist at Baduzzi.
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For a further deep dive into Auckland’s 
dining and food scene, sign up for a food 
tour with The Big Foody where you can not 
only taste the best of what the city has to 
offer but also get a side order of culture  
and history. 

FOR THE ADVENTURER
If you’re looking for an adrenaline rush in 
Auckland, head straight up the 328m-tall 
Sky Tower, which is not just the tallest 
structure in Auckland but also in the 
Southern Hemisphere! From here you can 
BASE jump by wire, plummeting 192m at 85 
km per hour. If that’s too extreme, try the 
sky walk, inching your way along a narrow 
walkway as you do a 360-degree walk 
around the tower taking in panoramic views 
of the city. Auckland is surrounded by 48 
volcanic cones, many of which are dormant 
and easily accessible. The 196m-high 
Mount Eden is the highest of them and 
offers spectacular views from the top. The 
600-year-old Rangitoto Island is Auckland’s 
youngest volcanic cone and offers activities 
such as hiking, fishing, and kayaking. You 
will find more walking and hiking trails in 
the Hunua Ranges to the south of Auckland 
and in the Waitakere Ranges to the west. For 
some forest adventures, visit Waiheke Island 
where you can do a flying fox zipline into the 
native bush followed by an immersive forest 
walk as you return to base.  

CITY IN FOCUS

TAKE A DETOUR
A 30-minute ferry ride from 
downtown Auckland brings you 
to Waiheke Island – Auckland’s 
island of wine and a gourmand’s 
delight. The island is dotted 
with wineries and vineyards, as 
well as olive groves and sandy 
beaches. Wander along the 
picturesque beaches of Oneroa 
and Onetangi, where you can 
sunbathe or take a dip or even 
go parasailing on the Hauraki 
Gulf. If you prefer to eat and 
drink your way around Waiheke 
explore some of the best 
wineries on the island. Before 
you return to Auckland, stop by 
at Rangihoua Estate for a tour 
of their olive grove followed by 
olive oil tasting. To get a taste of 
the best of Waiheke Island, take 
a tour with Ananda Tours.

Above: For the 
ultimate adrenaline 
rush, commit to a 
bungee jump from the 
Sky Tower.  
Below: Oneroa beach is 
one of the best surfing 
spots in Waiheke Island.
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FOR THE SHOPAHOLIC 
Whether you’re looking for international designer brands or 
local indie products, Auckland has something for everyone. 
The iconic Queen Street is a mecca for shopaholics with both 
luxury labels and souvenir shops jostling for space. For a more 
exclusive shopping experience, head to Ponsonby Road where 
some of New Zealand’s top designers such as Kate Sylvester, 
Karen Walker, Zambesi, and Juliette Hogan, have their lifestyle 
stores. For a more hipster experience, walk along Karangahape 
Road, which is lined with eclectic design shops selling vintage 
items, retro fashion, and locally-made home decor. The 
revamped historic Britomart precinct is home to designer 
boutiques as well as the French-style fresh produce market, 
La Cigale. Take a short ferry from Auckland to Devonport, a 
charming seaside village. Here, amidst restored Victorian villas 
and grand heritage buildings you will find bookstores, jewellery 
shops, and handmade crafts products.

Jet Airways operates 
daily direct flights 
to Hong Kong from 
Mumbai and New 
Delhi. From here, fly 
codeshare partner 
Hong Kong Airlines 
to Auckland.

 QUICK FACTS

CURRENCY

1 New Zealand dollar = 44.20 Indian rupees 
(approx.) 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS

• The Art of Banksy, until February 6: A 
collection of 80 original works of the 
street artist will be displayed at the 
Aotea Centre

• Auckland Live Summer in the Square, 
until February 4: Celebrate summer at 
the biggest free backyard party

• Auckland Night Markets, until February 
27: Indulge in street food at the city’s 
night market with stalls from all around 
the world across eight venues

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit www.aucklandnz.com
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Above: Britomart 
is home to show 
designer Kathryn 
Wilson’s first store in 
New Zealand.  
Right: Karangahape 
Road is known for 
unique boutiques 
and cafes.


