
Korman’s had plenty of time to train,
especially since he’s authored over 40 kids
books that have sold over eight million copies,
starting when he was only 12 years old!

The Canadian-American author wrote his
first book, This Can’t Be Happening at
Macdonald Hall! (Scholastic, 1978) for a
seventh-grade English project. “I got an A+ on
content, but a B+ for neatness!” he recalls. He
mailed the manuscript to Scholastic Publishing
in Canada at the beginning of the summer, and
received a favorable response by his October
birthday in the eighth grade. By ninth grade, he
had his first published book. 

Korman continued writing and getting
several more books published throughout high
school, and he reveals it wasn’t that difficult for
him to balance it with his schoolwork. It was
more like a summer job, he says. “My friends
worked at Burger King, and I wrote a book.”  

He has continued writing story after story,
and his latest young adult novel, Son of the
Mob (Hyperion, 2002), is set to hit the shelves
this month. The low-down? A guy whose father
is a Mafia Don falls for the daughter of an FBI
agent, which poses some serious ethical issues,
presented in zany Korman-style. 

It’s exactly that kind of humor infused
throughout his work that defines the author’s
unique prose. In a humor-writing workshop he
gives to students of all ages at schools and
libraries around the world, Korman runs

through an exercise using real experiences to
fuel the imagination. Contrary to the whole
kids-and-creativity concept, it doesn’t always
come naturally to them.

“[They’ll] either [write] a true story, which
gets you something on ‘My Dinner at
Grandma’s’ in excruciating detail, or [they’ll]
use their imaginations, and you’ll get ‘Moose
People from Neptune,’” he says. His advice?
“Start with real life, and then let your
imagination go.”

“My friends worked at Burger 
King, and I wrote a book.”

If you’re an aspiring scribe and are serious
about your stories, Korman advocates action.
“Publishing is a foot-in-the-door industry,” he
insists. “Send your stuff everywhere, and after
you have your first book, get an agent.”

In the end, the real payoff is getting to do
what you love, assures Korman. “I love stories;
I always have,” he says. “I get paid to make stuff
up. I got nothing for that when I was a kid.”

~ R.T.

“Writing is not that

different from shooting 

free throws,” asserts

acclaimed young

adult and

children’s

author, Gordon

Korman. “It just

takes practice.”

“I’VE HAD

MY CAREER

SINCE I 

WAS 12...”

This month’s release, 

Son of the Mob, is

Korman’s first young-
adult novel in a decade.


