
Granite boulders line 
the beach at Six 

Senses Zil Pasyon,  
a private-island resort  

in the Seychelles.

FULFILL�YOUR�CASTAWAY�FANTASIES�AT�ONE�OF�THESE� 
LUXE�PRIVATE�ISLE�RESORTS

ISLAND�FOR�TWO
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FRENCH  
POLYNESIA

This dreamy 114-room  
resort is the only one on 
reef-ringed Bora Bora  
that occupies its own  
little island, Motu To’opua.  
Race each other around  
on Jet Skis and go for a 
toes-in-the-sand lunch of 

Félicité Island seems like 
an endless summer heaven 
designed by the gods. (It 
sits just beyond the Indian 
Ocean’s cyclone belt.) 
You’ll want to hole up in 
one of the 30 super- 
secluded villas, as Ashley 
Graham and her hubby 
recently did. But you should 
definitely venture out too; 
how many chances do you 
get to island-hop by kayak, 
snorkel gear in tow? Or 
walk through a near-virgin 
palm forest (in Coco de 
Mer Valley)? You’ll never 
forget the night you two 
dined in a wine vault alone 
with a personal sommelier. 
Or the time you screened a 
classic film outdoors, seated 
on a cargo net suspended 
over the sea. Rooms from 
$1,390.* —Heidi Mitchell

CONRAD 

BORA 

BORA NUI

SIX 

SENSES 

ZIL 

PASYON

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

Guana Island is perhaps the 
most private of the BVIs:  
No more than 40 guests can 
stay on the islet’s 850 lush, 
untamed acres. Spend each 
day on a different beach; 
seven fringe the rugged 
Atlantic to the north and the 

GUANA ISLAND do convene, however, for 
dinner: The Zuma- and 
Nobu-trained chef hosts 
torchlit buffets in the 
orchard and on the beach, 
serving seared pancetta  
with a tamarind glaze  
alongside Anegada lobsters  
and corn pie (both BVI  
specialties). Rooms from 
$720, all-inclusive. —Sarah 
Greaves-Gabbadon

calm Caribbean Sea else-
where. If we had to pick a 
favorite, it would be White 
Bay, with its #nofilter blue 
water and confectioner’s- 
sugar sand. Most of the 
island is actually a nature 
preserve with dozens of hik-
ing trails. Just don’t expect 
to see another soul on the 
scenic 90-minute climb over 
Sugarloaf Mountain. Guests 

red-tuna ceviche at Tamure 
Beach Grill. Book a massage 
in the cliffside couples’ 
treatment room before  
your adrenaline-rush swim 
with (friendly!) sharks and 
stingrays. Then relive the 
magic (again) with a tradi-
tional Polynesian wedding 
ceremony, dressed in white 
sarongs. Just be sure to 
tuck the tiare flower behind 
your left ear now that 
you’re married. Rooms from 
$700. —Katie James
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BAHAMAS
KAMALAME CAY

This retreat is one of the 
best-kept secrets in  
the Bahamas: The 20-year- 
old resort is fresh off a  
multimillion-dollar renovation 
and remains under the 
radar—unless you’re an 
actor or model. (Karolina 
Kurkova and Anne V 
recently stayed for a photo 

watercraft make more 
sense? Grab paddleboards 
or sea kayaks—or borrow 
snorkeling gear and explore 
the Andros Great Barrier 
Reef, the third largest in the 
world. But really, there’s no 
rush; slowing down and relax-
ing is the whole point of 
Kamalame Cay, which is why 
there are no TVs or (stay 
strong!) WiFi in the rooms.  
So stay in bed—coffee and a 
fruit and pastry basket are 
brought to your room each 
morning—until you’re beck-
oned away by the sea. Or the 
tiki bar. Or the over-water 
spa. Rooms from $250. —H.M.
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It’s hard to get more 
remote than the Maldives, 
a 1,000-island paradise  
in the middle of the Indian 
Ocean. And remoteness  
is the main attraction at 
this resort, where almost all 
of the 25 villas are over 
water and surrounded by  
a mind-bendingly blue 
lagoon. But you’ll hardly be 
bored: Have your butler 
arrange a sunrise breakfast 
on a secluded stretch of 
sand; shoot down a 62-foot 
slide off the main building 
(or your villa, many of which 
have similar chutes); or plan 
a “castaway” outing, where 
you’re dropped on an even 
tinier uninhabited islet  
with lounge chairs, a picnic 
lunch, and snorkel gear. At 
night, take in the constella-
tions during a stargazing 
dinner—or just order room 
service and view them 
through the retractable 
roof . . . over your bed. 
Rooms from $1,870. —K.J.

SONEVA JANI

shoot.) Take your pick from 
the 16 new villas, secluded 
along the north side of  
the island. Each is outfitted  
with an outdoor shower  
and gauzy linens that sway 
in the ocean breeze. Hang  
out on your private veranda, 
covered in blooming  
bougainvillea, and snack on 
fresh-baked cookies deliv-
ered hot from the kitchen. 
Sure, you can get around by 
golf cart, but wouldn’t a 
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VENICE 

RESORT & SPA

Pulling up to Isola delle Rose 
by private speedboat feels 
like a scene out of a James 
Bond movie. Though it’s just 
20 minutes from St. Mark’s 
Square, this 40-acre resort—
with 250 rooms and suites—is 
a quiet hideout away from the 
pedestrian throngs of Venice. 
After a morning touring the 

city’s famed canals and Ca’ 
d’Oro palace, hop a water taxi 
across the lagoon and lounge 
by the resort’s adults-only 
pool. (If you want a beach, 
plan a side trip to the Lido.) 
Or just stay put at the resort: 
Learn the art of Venetian  
cicchetti (snacks); bike to the 
olive groves, which produce 
oil for the Michelin-rated 
Dopolavoro restaurant and for 
treatments at the spa; then 
sip vino at the Sagra rooftop 
bar, with 360 degree views of 
the Floating City. Rooms from 

$417. —Jordi Lippe-McGraw

GETAWAY

INDONESIA

This brand-new resort packs 
the exotic lushness of Bali 
into a place roughly the 
length of 24 football fields. 
Just 50 nautical miles from 
Singapore and surrounded 
by the turquoise waters  
of the South China Sea,  
this micro island is all about 
communing with nature: 

CEMPEDAK

The 20 two-story villas  
are made from bamboo  
and local lava-stone tiles, 
and they’re veiled by  
thick jungle foliage. The  
spa is ecochic too; don’t 
miss the honey-sesame 
body scrub. And the chefs 
take their jobs very seri-
ously, serving three courses 

at every meal—including 
breakfast—using seasonal 
ingredients from the  
markets on neighboring 
islands. (Be sure to try  
the tuna naniura, marinated 
in andaliman, a local spice 
similar to Sichuan pepper.) 
The drinks are just as 
good—provided you’re 

brave enough to  
walk across a bamboo 
bridge to Dodo Bar, which 
hovers above the ocean. 
But trust us, the Nicobar’s 
Delights (gin and spiced 
pineapple juice)—and  
epic sunset—are worth  
it. Rooms from $330.  

—Gisela Williams
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WHAT TO PACK
THESE�GOODS�WILL�MAKE�YOU�THE�CHICEST�GIRL�ON�THE�BEACH��NEVER�
MIND�THAT�YOU’LL�BE�THE�ONLY�GIRL�ON�THE�BEACH�

1

2

3

4

5

9

8

6

7

11
12

13

10

��/�The Burning Girl: A Novel, by Claire Messud, $26. ��/�Valentino Valentina Blush eau de parfum, $120 for 2.7 oz. ��/�Shiseido Ultimate Sun  
Protection Lotion Broad Spectrum SPF 50+ with WetForce Technology, $40. ��/�Sandals, Aquazzura; aquazzura.com for similar styles. ��/�Swimsuit, 
Tory Burch; toryburch.com for similar styles. ��/�“Sydney” beach towel, $78, Serena & Lily; serenaandlily.com. ��/�Sunglasses, Coach; sunglasshut 
.com for similar styles. ��/�Toquilla-straw Panama hat, $185, Sensi Studio; sensistudio.com. ��/�Silk earrings, $450, Oscar de la Renta; oscardelarenta.com. 
���/�Passport holder, $60, Graphic Image; graphicimage.com. ���/�SoundLink Color Bluetooth Speaker, $130, Bose; bose.com. ���/�Beaded toquilla- 
straw tote, $295, Sensi Studio; modaoperandi.com. ���/�Camera case, $24, Instax; urbanoutfitters.com. Instax Mini 9, $70, Fujifilm; bestbuy.com.
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