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art piece: installation & solo piece.

‘outta sight, outta mind”




artwork description.

emma lee

outta sight, outta mind

2017

Mixed media, collage on notebook
975" x 7.5

$500

outta sight, outta mind is a common reality around prisons. It's meaningful to me
to use a medium especially intended for human touch, sight, weight, thought and
humanity—as these are often the least of things incarcerated people are given or
experience positively.

Visitors are welcome to inscribe their own messages, thoughts, tags and
commentary on this centuries old complex. A number of pages have prompts,
questions and quotes from the “Prison Labor In America, How Is It Legal?” article
written for The Atiantic by Whitney Benns in 2015,

This notebook also represents the Hip Hop generation, Black Power, Brown
Power and Black Arts movements that linger in our digital era and have explicitly
addressed the prison industrial complex not only in activism but in literature.
visual art, poetry, film and music—all things which have notebooks in common J
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ISTATE PROPERTY EXHIBIT 2017
“OUTTA SIGHT, OUTTA MIND” BY EMMA LEE
TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE 1 - “NEITHER SLAVERY NOR INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE EXCEPT
FOR PUNISHMENT FOR A CRIME..."

PAGE 15 - WHERE DOES MY MONEY GO?

PAGE 29 — SHOULD PRISONERS HAVE RIGHTS?

PAGE 45 — ARE PRISONERS HUMAN?

PAGE 63 — AMERICAN DREAM

PAGE 75 - “INCARCERATED WORKERS, LABORING WITHIN IN-HOUSE
OPERATIONS OR THROUGH CONVICT LEASING PARTNERSHIPS WITH
FOR-PROFIT BUSINESSES, HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH MINING,
AGRICULTURE, AND ALL MANNER OF MANUFACTURING FROM MAKING
MILITARY WEAPONS TO SEWING GARMENTS FOR VICTORIA'S SECRET.
PRISON PROGRAMS EXTEND INTO THE SERVICES SECTOR; SOME
INCARCERATED WORKERS STAFF CALL CENTERS.”

PAGE 91 — AMERIKKKAN NIGHTMARE

PAGE 107 - WHEN IS A DEBT PAID TO SOCIETY?

PAGE 123 — CONVICT LEASING WAS CHEAPER THAN SLAVERY.

PAGE 135 - "HOWEVER, IN THE CASES WHERE INCARCERATED
WORKERS HAVE SUED THEIR PRISON-EMPLOYERS TO ENFORCE
MINIMUM WAGE LAWS OR THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT, COURTS
HAVE RULED THAT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PENITENTIARY
AND THE INMATE WORKER IS NOT PRIMARILY ECONOMIC; THUS, THE
WORKER IS NOT PROTECTED UNDER THE STATUTES.”

PAGE 151 — LAW AND ORDER

PAGE 169 — MADE IN AMERICA

PAGE 184 — “JUSTICE FOR ALL”



art film: https://youtu.be/NxAUj33zSR0

“the black august mixtape (2k17): part 2”

3 YouTube ‘ ‘

"we need to talk about
liberating minds as well as
society."”

o) 004/10:33

special feature part 2: the black august mixtape 2k17

Unlisted

[Copyright Disclaimer Under Section 107 of the Copyright Act 1976: allowance is made for "fair use" for

purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, and research. Fair use is a

use permitted by copyright statute that might otherwise be infringing. Non-profit, educational or personal
use tips the balance in favor of fair use.]

emiliaisemmalee
emiliaisemmalee(’gmail.com

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE
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artist talk:

moderated by stephanie lindquist with gigi ng, boo lynn walsh, tasha douge, emma lee.
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press release:
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A three-venue exhibition between Andrew Freedman Home, BronxArtSpace and Swing Space,
STATE PROPERTY is a multi-disciplinary examination of American consumption of prison labor and our
daily choices to purchase, condone or reject goods created in penitentiaries. The exhibition asks guests to
consider more carefully what “Made in the U.S.A” currently means in relation to the incarceration system
and corporate outsourcing. Currency and choice (or lack thereof) are the springboards towards a much
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deeper dialogue that recognizes these present injustices.

STATE PROPERTY describes a citizen that
once incarcerated is inspected, catalogued,
housed, and assigned to the state as
its property like a slave whose body if
damaged or altered from its original value
is further financially penalized.

STATE PROPERTY also describes all goods
manufactured in correctional facilities
and government land and buildings from
courthouses to public housing, in which
many of these products from furniture to
mops are then used.

When major corporations can buy into this
labor system as a way of appealing to the
“locally owned, locally grown” fad, the
prison industrial complex pins inmates into
either forced labor as a means to pay back
the cost of their incarceration, or solitary
confinement as punishment. Prisoners

provide luxury and everyday items that
they themselves cannot partake in, while
taxpayers provide for the upkeep of prisons.
As incarceration rates grow exponentially,
taxpayer money is transferred from poor
minority communities to white rural
counties to reflect these drastic shifts in
population.

The boundaries that are challenged
between product, services, and citizenry
are intentionally blurred by the artists
forcing us to question how we define
ourselves and personal ethics within our
social system.

Touching upon a narrative that categorizes
people of color as property, STATE
PROPERTY comments on power paradigms
that perpetuate today’s socioeconomic
tiers, and simultaneously presents a

visual alternative that is more hopeful.
Through painting, photography, sculpture,
installation, video, and performance,
artists scrutinize mass incarceration, police
brutality, class conflict, and racial hierarchy.
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| For a full list of upcoming screenings and talks, visit AndrewFreedmanHome.org and BronxArtSpace.com

BronxArtSpace
305 E 140 St Bronx, NY 10454

stowvG Sep 99— Oct 217
vewiv as W — F 12 - 6:30°" & Sat 12 - 5
OPENING ReCerTion Sep 87, 67— g

Swing Space

900 Grand Concourse Bronx, NY 10451
sowme Sep 15% — Nov 20

viewns Hours Tues — Sat 12 — 87"
0PENING ReCEPTION Sep 15™, 67— 8

Andrew Freedman Home
1125 Grand Concourse Bronx, NY 10452

srowvG Sep 22— Nov 20*
VIEWING HouRs Tues — Sat 12 — 87"
OPENING BeceeTIoN Sep 22, 67— 11Fm

f //AndrewFreedmanHome & //BronxArtSpace

G @afhbronx & @BronxArtSpace

STEP INTO THE CYPHER Sep 15°@ 8:30="
Installation and Ferformance by Bayete Ross Smith

STATE PROPERTY is sponsared by Mid-Bronx Senior Citizers Council BronxArtSpace is a spansored project of Fractured Atlas, a non-prafit arts sarvice organization, and is generoushy supacrted by individuals and public funds from
the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs in Partnership with City Council, the New York State Counc! on the Arts, and the New Yankees Stadium Community Benefits Fund.
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