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If CITY BUILDINGS, their materials, 
their land and lakefronts can be re-
used, recovered and restored, so too 
can the nuts and bolts of cities – their 
streets and infrastructure. 

portland and Seattle are pioneering 
‘green streets’, which refer to streets 
engineered with more street trees, 
landscaped bioswales (designed to 
remove silt and contamination from 
surface run-off water) and special  
pollution-reducing paving materials. A 

Seattle Green factor ordinance, based 
on several european models, took  
effect in late 200� and will increase 
vegetation in Seattle’s cityscapes by a 
factor of six.

While there’s been more inter-
est in greening the city, there’s also 
a growing interest in saving green  
spaces outside of the city. They are, 
in fact, two sides of the same coin, 
says Tom hauser, a planner with the 
city of Seattle. his city has followed 

a long-range regional growth 
management strategy of steering 
development away from rural, 
‘resource’ land, and instead into 
existing older neighbourhoods.

Across the USA advocates of 
‘smart growth’ have promoted 
channelling growth into com-
pact centres with higher densities 
and more mixed uses, to create 
better access between homes 
and shops and places of work. 
In Seattle, says hauser, “these 
densities contribute to higher se-
curity through more ‘eyes on the 
street’, more active and diverse 
neighbourhoods, and an ‘urban 
village’ feel.” 

US cities are revamping their 
urban cores not just for aesthetic 
or environmental reasons but 
to cope with new demographic 
and economic demands. An age-
ing population is moving out of  
suburbia back to city centres. 
‘empty nesters’ and young profes-
sionals are moving back into cities 
at record rates. for the first time 
since the Second World War, real-
estate market trends show people 
choosing to live in city centres, es-
pecially ‘hot’ urban development 
spots like Chicago, San francisco, 
Boston, Denver and Seattle.

BACK oN The Seattle waterfront, 
citizens have flocked to design 
charrettes to discuss plans for the 
waterfront as well as the nearby 
sculpture park. one visionary plan 
would remove sea walls along the 
water to create shallow rocky en-
claves, and even a sandy beachfront, 
to help filter toxins and bring back 
habitat for salmon and aquatic 
mammals like seal and otter.

“people are showing an amaz-
ing amount of creative energy,” 
says heather Trim of people for 
puget Sound, describing one 
event that drew hundreds of peo-

ple together to draw sketches and share 
ideas about how the city can reinvent 
itself to cope with a swelling popula-
tion and projected housing growth 
within the next century. 

Seattle-ites see the waterfront as 
a visible symbol of civic pride, espe-
cially the idea of linking people to 
the water and its creatures, says Trim. 
“And Chicago has the nerve to call it-
self ‘the emerald City’!” she declares  
derisively. 

Francesca Lyman is the editor of Inside the 
Dzanga-Sangha Rainforest.         

Green planter downspout on the 81 Vine building. Downspout designed by Buster Simpson, part of the Growing 
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