
Day Tripper

��� �November 2017

n the palm- and cypress-
shrouded drive of the Hôtel 

Métropole Monte-Carlo, my 
friend’s eyes widen at the sight
of the Bentley coupe, a tailored
cut of brawn in a frosty shade of 
white called Ice. “It’s a Continen-
tal,” I say, “a GT Speed.” Twelve 
cylinders, hand-built in England, 
and a top end north of 200 miles 
an hour. Fastest one ever built.

“I’d buy this car for the smell 
alone,” my friend coos as the valet 
ushers her into a cabin perfumed 
by the hides of bulls that spent
their lives frolicking in Scandi-
navian meadows. As she sets the 
navigation for Ventimiglia, a town 
on the Ligurian Riviera where 
we’re off to enjoy an espresso, I 
ease the Continental onto Avenue 
de la Madone. Crews erecting bar-
riers for the Monaco Grand Prix 
spark memories of Ayrton Senna 
screaming through the streets—
along with my own fantasies of
flinging the two-and-a-half-ton
Bentley around the hairpins.

But the Continental GT 
Speed’s true métier is the open 
road, much like the original 
of the species, Bentley’s 1952 
R-Type Continental. What 
the British magazine Autocar 

wrote then—“The Bentley is 
a modern magic carpet which 
annihilates great distances and 
delivers the occupants well-nigh 
as fresh as when they started”—is 
even truer today, as 1950s tech-
nicians hadn’t yet dreamed of 
continuously damped air spring 
suspensions, power plants that 
churn out 620 pound-feet of 
torque, or microprocessor-
controlled seats that deliver a 
shiatsu-like massage as we wind 
our way along the Côte d’Azur. 

The Car
Bentley Continental GT 
Speed Black Edition, $253,235

The Hotel

• Built in 1886 on a property
that once belonged to Pope 
Leo XIII, the Belle Époque–style 
Hôtel Métropole Monte-Carlo 
is as much a magnet for the 21st-
century jet set as it was for the 
fin-de-siècle aristocracy. If you 
feel the itch, it’s just a stone’s 
throw from the Casino de 
Monte-Carlo. metropole.com

The Spa

• The Spa Metropole by
Givenchy is one of just three 
the French luxury brand has 
opened worldwide—and is 
considered the standard to 
which the others must aspire. 
The spa’s most exclusive offer-
ing, Le Soin Noir Renaissance 
Intégrale, incorporates deep-
ocean algae—known for its 
anti-aging properties—into 
a unique revitalizing ritual 
that goes beyond skin deep. 
givenchybeauty.com

The Restaurant

• From the chef’s table at Hôtel
Métropole’s Restaurant Joël 
Robuchon, enjoy the spectacle 
of cooks basting tournedos of 
beef on the softly gleaming 
surface of a huge teppanyaki 
griddle or whisking pots of 
mashed potatoes—a signature 
dish of chef Robuchon, a 
culinary legend who has 
received 28 Michelin stars in 
his career (two of them here). 
metropole.com/en/restaurant-
montecarlo/joel-robuchon

The Essentials

I A tunnel beckons. The light 
at the end is a long way away, 
and the road is absolutely clear. 
I open the throttle, and the 
Continental goes and goes with 
an endless rush. 

Back in the sunlight, coasting 
toward the Italian border, my 
friend turns to me. “Do you know 
how fast we were going?”

I hadn’t been looking at the 
instruments, only the road ahead, 
yet I knew the figure precisely.

“Very fast.”
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Monaco GT
Speeding toward the Italian border in the newest Bentley Continental

The Bentley Continental 
GT Speed stands ready 

for the streets of Monaco
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