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With humanity, humility and 
honor, to heal by providing 
exceptionally intelligent and 
responsive healthcare and 
education for as many as we 

can reach.

Mission Statement 
Einstein Healthcare Network
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The Power of a Culture

1    

 Philadelphia is the birthplace of modern medicine and the cradle of democracy.  It is also 
where Einstein Healthcare Network began its journey more than 150 years ago. 

This is a story interwoven within the fabric of a nation, connected to the City of Brotherly Love, and 
propelled forward by a culture that has fundamentally changed the world in which we live. As a mem-
ber of the esteemed Philadelphia medical community, what first began as the Jewish Hospital helped 
usher in a new era of healthcare with humanity, humility, and honor.

Einstein Healthcare Network’s legacy is threefold. First and foremost, it is an organization of excep-
tional medical acumen, with an enduring devotion to teaching. Second, Einstein’s connection to the 
community is unwavering. And finally, Einstein is a non-sectarian organization committed to helping 
all people, with a philosophy of care built upon a set of principles set forth by Judaic Law. The cohe-
siveness of these three aspects lies within the singularity of its endeavor —to ensure social justice and 
equality for all.

When two Jewish Americans organized a small group of like-minded citizens 150 years ago, they be-
came part of one of the greatest eras of philanthropy in America. They were faithful to Judaic Law and 
they upheld the constitutional rights to freedom, justice, and equality for all people. As trailblazers, 
they embarked on an uncertain journey. Where the beginning would end, they had no idea. Growing 
and evolving over 150 years, the organization’s journey continues. 

The Henry S. Frank Memorial Synagogue on the Philadelphia campus of Einstein Healthcare Network.
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Interior chapel of The Henry S. Frank Memorial Synagogue. 
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Abraham Sulzberger (Left) and his wife, Sophie (Right). Sophie (Einstein) was an ancestor of the great Physicist Albert Einstein, the 
namesake of Einstein Healthcare Network.

 The founders of the Jewish Hospital, Rabbi Isaac Leeser and Abraham Sulzberger were Ger-
man immigrants and active members of Philadelphia’s small Jewish community. Rabbi Leeser was 
the leader of Mikveh Israel, the oldest synagogue in Philadelphia, and Sulzberger was a successful 
businessman. Both men shared a passion for Jewish American rights and pursued justice and equali-
ty whenever and wherever possible. 
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Rabbi Isaac Leeser was dedicated to helping Judaism flourish in America and was the first 
to translate the Hebrew Bible to English.  
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 The Civil War began in 1862, and with it came opportunities for Jewish American soldiers 
to gain equal rights on the battlefield. At the time of the Civil War, however, it was illegal for any 
non-Christian clergy to minister within a U.S. military hospital, thereby denying them their Consti-
tutional right to freedom of religion. 

 Rabbi Leeser and Abraham Sulzberger witnessed this injustice themselves at Satterlee 
U.S.A. General Hospital in Philadelphia. The two men were dismayed to see the so-called “death-
bed conversions” of Jewish soldiers to Christianity. They enlisted the support of the Jewish com-
munity, and sent a letter to President Abraham Lincoln with the request that he appoint a Rabbi 
to Satterlee Hospital. At this point, President Lincoln needed as many soldiers as possible, and 
he gave his unconditional approval. On September 18, 1862, Rabbi Jacob Frankel, minister of 
Philadelphia’s Rodeph Sholom Congregation, was commissioned to Satterlee Hospital, becom-
ing the first Rabbi to serve in a U.S. military hospital. It was a victory for civil liberties.
 
 By successfully asserting their equal rights, Einstein’s founders created an opportunity to 
advance a bigger cause--establishing a Jewish hospital in Philadelphia. After officially opening in 
1866, the Jewish Hospital quickly became an integral part of Philadelphia’s esteemed medical 
community. With a promise to treat the neediest members of society, the Jewish Hospital set it-
self apart as a place open to all people in need. As a teaching hospital, it provided opportunities 
for medical training and advancement for in the healthcare profession for those individuals who 
may not have had the ability to do so elsewhere. 
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Jewish Civil War soldier in a head-tefillah and  a tallit (traditional Jewish prayer shawl) c.1864.



9

Lithograph of Philadelphia’s Satterlee Military Hospital c.1864. 
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“Many Israelites are serviing in the army of the United 
States, and this city and vicinity being a locality who 
numerous hospitals for the sick and wounded sol-
diers have been established. It is to be expected that 
not a few persons of our persasion will be brought 
hither in a condition to require spiritual no less than 
bodily care,. In fact, two at least of our persuasion 
have already died in the hospitals...it has at our last 
meeting been deemed highly expedient to have a 
Jewish chaplain appointed by the President of the 
United States.”
Excerpt from Isaac Leeser’s letter to President Lincoln
August 21, 1862
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The statue “Religious Freedom” given in 1876 to Philadelphia by B’nai B’rth, the largest Jewish organization in the U.S..
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PATRIOTIC PHILANTHROPY

 
 For most of the 1800s, the Jewish population in Ameri-
ca numbered around 200,000 individuals, most of whom were 
educated and prosperous with little need of public assistance. 
The founders of the Jewish Hospital were members of this 
community, and they joined the Jewish Philanthropy Move-
ment. This was an era of unprecedented philanthropy helping 
to transform America into a thriving nation. This movement 
was an extension of the Jewish concept of Tzedakah. The Jew-
ish religion requires Tzedakah, or “giving to create justice,” be 
practiced by the faithful, and all who are able must give to the 
community, to a cause, or person in need. Many gave to the 
Jewish Hospital through the faithful practice of Tzedakah. 
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European immigrants arrive at the Port of Philadelphia c.1890. 
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FOR ALL PEOPLE

 When the Jewish Hospital opened, the country was on the verge of monumental chang-
es and drastic population shifts. Also about to change was the number of Americans in need of 
medical attention. After tens of thousands of slaves took up arms with the Union Army, effectively 
pushing the North to victory, their freedom was secured by the defeat of the Confederacy, but true 
freedom would come to them much later. At the close of the war, 6 million African-Americans left 
the South in “The Great Migration.” A few years later, millions of poor Jewish immigrants arrived 
on America’s shores after fleeing oppression and religious persecution in Eastern Europe.These 
two events caused the Philadelphia population to explode as the city welcomed millions of poor, 
uneducated, but determined new citizens. 
 
 These changes created new challenges and resulted in cramped living conditions and fear 
of the spread of disease. Not long after its initial opening in 1866, the Jewish Hospital and its 
dedicated supporters met these challenges through philanthropic endeavours, expanding and 
introducing innovative healthcare programs to support the growing Philadelphia communities. 

The famous 10th Cavalry, and African-American regiment in the Union Army, marching in Philadelphia c.1873.
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BIRTH OF A HOSPITAL
 
 On August 6, 1866, Philadelphia’s Jewish Hospital for the Aged, Infirmed and 
Destitute Israelites officially opened to the public. Known simply as the Jewish Hospital, 
t was the among the first hospitals in the city to publicly proclaim itself to be “dedicat-
ed to the relief of the sick and wounded without regard to creed, color or nationality.” 
All were welcome, free of charge.  

 Over the next century and a half, the Jewish Hospital grew to become one of 
the largest, most comprehensive healthcare providers in the Philadelphia region. As 
the Jewish Hospital grew into Einstein Healthcare Network, it kept the same primary 
goals in mind, to make quality healthcare available to people from all walks of life, to 
train the next generation of medical professionals, and to advance medical science 
through research. 

 Although no longer  known as the Jewish Hospital, Einstein is is still faithful to 
Jewish principles. What Rabbi Isaac Leeser, Abraham Sulzberger and their associates 
envisioned so long ago has grown beyond all expectations. What began in a hum-
ble farmhouse is now an expansive network, pursuing the same ideals set forth by its 
founders.
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Original location of the Jewish Hospital c.1866.
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“A plain, substantial stone dwelling, partly two and 
partly three stories in height, unpretending in appear-
ance, yet bearing an air of comfort and repose. Na-
ture’s foliage adds beauty to the scene, and stirred 
by gentle breezes tempers the atmosphere and wafts 
sweet odors ‘round.” 

Alfred T. Jones, First President
The Jewish Hospital Association
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Vintage postcard featuring the Henry S. Frank Memorial Synagogue. c. 1907
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The Kfar Bar’am synagogue in Galilee, Israel from 6th century B.C.

 As a testament to their deep commitment 
to the Jewish Faith, the Jewish Hospital leaders 
erected the only Synagogue to stand on a hospital 
grounds. In 1900, the Henry S. Frank Memorial Syn-
agogue was built, representing a lifelong commit-
ment to Judaic principles. The original design of the 
Frank Synagogue was inspired by one of the world’s 
oldest Synagogues found in Kfar Bar’am, Galilee. 
Originating in the 6th century, the Kfar Bar’am tem-
ple’s has an inscription that is now found over the 
entrance to door to the Frank Synagogue.
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Henry S. Frank Memorial Synagogue.
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“PEACE BE UPON THE PLACE AND UPON ALL THE PLACES OF ISRAEL.”



23 Nurses and patients light the Menorah. Jewish Hospital c.1950.

We have assembled here to lay the 
corner-stone of an edifice, devoted to 
the widest charity, excluding from our 
thoughts differences of tongues and 
creeds and races, we begin today a 

monument to our common humanity.
Mayer Sulzberger 

(Son of Abraham Sulzberger)
October 19, 1872



T I K K U N  O L A M
R e p a i r  o f  t h e  W o r l d
 
 Tikkun Olam, repair of the world, is an imperative that informs all aspects of the Jewish culture. The 
co-founders of the Jewish Hospital, Rabbi Leeser and Abraham Sulzberger, were tireless in their pursuit of 
social justice. Today, Tikkun Olam informs every part of Einstein, and inspires the exceptional community 
of volunteers and philanthropists who continue to make “repair of the world” a guiding force in everything 
they do. Over time, buildings have gone up and patient care has evolved, but Einstein’s mission continues, 
and with it, the passionate promise to always practice humanity, humility, and honor in all things.
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Kohn Medical Building, Jewish Hospital c.1915.
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Women’s ward, Jewish Hospital of 
Philadelphia c.1916, where all were 
treated with equality, compassion, and 
care-without regard to race, creed, 
country of origin, or their ability to pay.
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Men’s ward, Jewish Hospital c.1905.
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Private patient room, Jewish Hospital, c.1915.
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Einstein Healthcare Network President Raymond Alexander overlooking the Philadelphia campus c.1980.
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The Henry S. Frank Memorial Synagogue has served as a lecture hall and meeting place for generations of surgeons, nurses, 
medical staff, board members, volunteers, and continues to symbolize the faithful devotion to Judaic tradition c.2016.
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Women’s League for Medical Research, c.1970

“It has always been the good fortune 
of the Jewish Hospital Association, in 

time of great need, to find someone to 
extend a helping hand.”

Henry N. Wessel, Secretary
Jewish Hospital Association

1915

38



TZEDAKAH
A  C u l t u r e  o f  G i v i n g

39

      Tzedakah, “giving to create justice” or “righteous giving” shows how powerful a community can be when 
individuals make an investment in the well-being of its members. Tzedakah is always about building com-
munity. Private citizens have financed major developments at Einstein from the very earliest days, beginning 
with the original farmhouse turned hospital. Over time, generous endowments and capital campaigns have 
expanded into groundbreaking health care programs, social support services, community building initiatives, 
and awareness campaigns. The legacy of philanthropy lives on through Einstein’s many volunteers, donors 
and fundraising efforts large and small, all of whom ensure the continuation of the Einstein story.



Philadelphia philanthropist Rebecca Gratz, benefactor of the Jewish Hospital c.1865
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Ledger with names of the first contributors to the Jewish Hospital.c.1865
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First location of the Jewish Hospital at 56th St. and Haverford Rd in Philadelphia.(1866-1873).
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Jewish Hospital Benefactor Mrs.Max Stollar c1880.
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Einstein Healthcare Network, 
Philadelphia c.1982.
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In 1880, Philanthropist Lucien Moss endowed 
the Jewish Hospital with $64,000 (letter above) 
for its home for incurables (right). The home 
would later become Moss Rehab. 
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Jewish Hospital Nursing staff c.1940..
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 “On June 4, 1900, Mrs. Rose 
Frank, one of the most active workers, 
then Chairman of the Ladies' Visiting 
Committee, expressed to the Board 
of Officers her desire to erect a Syn-
agogue on the grounds of the Asso-
ciation, in memory of her deceased 
husband, Henry S. Frank,  to be used 
by the residents of the Home and the 
patients in the Hospital. She provided 
that it should be dedicated to the wor-
ship of God in the manner of the Jew-
ish faith, but might be used for such 
meetings of the Association as the 
Board of Officers deemed proper.”

The Jewish Hospital Association, 1901
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 The Albert Einstein Society harnesses the power of Einstein employ-
ees and physicians to solve some of today’s most important healthcare chal-
lenges. Since its founding, hundreds of innovative programs to benefit pa-
tients have received funding. 

 More than $10 million has been given by physicians, staff and the 
eintire Einstein community. Patients benefit from new inventions, discover-
ies, and better care. Anyone within Einstein Healthcare Network—physicians, 
nurses clinical or non-clinical staff—can apply for a grant. 

 Through the generosity of the people of Einstein, more intelligent 
ways to care for patients and to improve the world are discovered. This is 
just one of the ways the spirit of Tikkun Olam is woven through Einstein, an 
organization comprised of people from all races, religions, and ethnic back-
grounds. A place that is as rich in diversity as America itself.
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Fred Braemer, founder of The Albert Einstein Society pictured here c.1980.
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The Women’s Auxiliary of Northern Liberties Hospital 
presents a modern incubator to the hospital. c.1937
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Early fundraising for the Jewish Hospital c.1878.
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“June means Olney Fair 
time. In just a few days now, 

Olney Fair 1958 will have 
come and gone. How much 

will the Auxiliary have net-
ted?  Who will have won the 

Ford?  How large will the 
crowds have been?  These 
questions and many others 
are going through our fran-

tic minds at this point.” 
Jewish Hospital

Women’s Auxiliary 
c.1958

Mrs. Arthur Steinberg (left) Mrs. Paul Stern (right) c.1958.

57



58
The Women’s Auxiliary Annual Olney Fair, Jewish Hospital, c.1945.
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 The Harvest Ball is one of the most iconic events to come from the
newly formed auxiliary. Originally a celebration designed to introduce
the new medical center, its Mission and goals to the community, the 1952
Harvest Ball was the first incarnation of what is now a gold standard in
the fall Philadelphia philanthropic and social calendar.  Although not
originally conceived as a “fundraiser,” the ladies were so adept in
their planning that they inadvertently raised approximately $19,000
their first year, which was donated back to the medical center.

 As the Harvest Ball grew in popularity and in fundraising capacity, 
the Harvest Ball became a source of funding for program and patient care
enhancements. Today, as the Auxiliary’s largest fundraiser, the
Harvest Ball consistently grosses more than $1,000,000 annually and has
helped enhance programs and service lines from neonatal intensive care,
cardiac diagnostics and emergency care to liver transplantation,
behavioral health, and rehabilitation medicine.
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Attendees of Einstein’s Annual Women’s Auxiliary Harvest Ball c.1980
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The youngest members of Einstein’s volunteer family 
visit the children’s ward patients for Halloween. c.1956
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Women’s Auxiliary fundraiser c.1983.
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Einstein’s Volunteer Crochet Group c.1975.
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Women’s League for Medical Research.c1968.
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 In 1951, just before the merger 
creating Albert Einstein Medical Center, a 
pioneering group of female volunteers came 
together to create the Women’s League for 
Medical Research. The League was galvanized 
by a common goal – to support Einstein’s 
efforts to deliver high-quality, technologically 
advanced cardiovascular care at Einstein 
Medical Center Philadelphia. These women 
were committed to enhancing patient care 
through research, and supporting Einstein’s 
efforts to secure new technology.  Over the 
decades, the League grew into a major 
fundraising effort involving individuals, families 
and even generations within families.

 In the more than half a century since 
their initial meeting, the Women’s League for 
Medical Research has played a vital role in 
supporting the Einstein Institute for Heart and 
Vascular Health, raising $3 million to fund car-
diovascular disease Fellowships for physicians, 
construction of Einstein’s first cardiac 
catheterization lab and the Cardiac 
Rehabilitation Center at Germantown. They 
also made possible the Dialysis Center at 
Einstein Philadelphia and the Einstein 
Cardiovascular Pulmonary and Renal Research 
Laboratory.
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Research lab, Jewish Hospital, c.1910.

"The aim [of education] must be the 
training of independently acting and 

thinking individuals who, however, see 
in the service to the community their 

highest life problem."
Albert Einstein
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TORAH
  Giving all people a chance to be exceptional, and access to the knowledge needed to achieve, is interwoven 
with the Judaic concept of social justice. The Jewish people elevate the pursuit of knowledge and truth through their 
reverence for the Torah. In this spirit, the Jewish Hospital established its reputation as a formidable teaching hospital. 
Founded during  a time of unprecedented growth in medicine, the Jewish Hospital extended its practice as an equal 
opportunity organization to legions of doctors, nurses and other healthcare professionals who went on to become con-
tributing members of the medical community.  The Jewish Hospital also believed in educating the community about 
health issues, creating  a tradition of empowering people to be their own greatest allies when it comes to their health 
and wellness.. Ultimately the very nature of teaching and learning is dependent upon a free and open environment, one 
which welcomes input and different point of views, because justice and equality is achieved only when different ideas--
and people--are considered. 

A  Te a c h i n g  H o s p i t a l
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Albert Einstein c.1930. 

  “Thank you very much for your letter of June 20th. 
I am very touched indeed that you and your friends have 
chosen my name for the new Medical Center and I am 
gladly willing to accept this honor” Albert Einstein
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Research lab, Jewish Hospital c.1915. 
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Jewish Hospital Interns, including Dr. Pearl Goodman Gribetz, (seated, second from left) c.1932. 
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The Loeb Dispensary c.1915.
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Nothern Liberties Surgical Staff. c.1927.

Jewish Hsoptial Residents. c.1915.
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Dental Residency program began in 1915 at the 
Jewish Hosptial (right), and was one of the earliest 
dental residency programs in the nation. Dr. Benja-
min Nero (above) was the first African-American to 
graduate from the program in 1968.   
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Dr. Robert Somers, M.D. c.1990.



Dr. Eva Zisk with a young patient c.1937.

Einstein Physician with a patient c.1992.
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Einstein physicians and residents. c.1992.
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Einstein physician Dr. Sze-ya Yeh (center) with interns and residents c.1990.
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Einstein surgical team with medical staff observing. c.1980
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Einstein Nursing School graduates. c.1960 

“The proper treatment of the sick 
has been a matter of study for gen-
erations. Science has done much 
toward the cure of disease. Noth-

ing, however, is today considered of 
greater importance in the care of the 

sick than thoughtful, attentive and 
efficient nursing.” 

Henry N. Wessel, Secretary
Jewish Hospital Association c.1908
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Jewish Hospital doctors and nurses c.1917. 
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Jewish Hospital Nurse c.1878.
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Einstein physicians with an early EKG machine c.1982.
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 Einstein’s DaVinci Robotic program c. 2016.
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A young Einstein patient with his sister c.1970.
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Einstein residents take time to connect and socialize. c. 1960.
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Einstein Healthcare Network’s Rabbi Leah F. Wald with a patient.

The act of good-will and benevolence 
is how inveterate prejudices may be 
ultimately overcome, and that the 

wrongs of ages may at length be cov-
ered over by the deeds which elevate 
the human character, and prove man 

to be but little less than angels.
Rabbi Isaac Leeser

May 28, 1867
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AVODAH
     In Judaism, being of service to the community is the ultimate act of good. The Jewish word Avodah 
literally means “work.” Being of service to the community was the primary motivation for all of the people in-
volved with the earliest version of the Jewish Hospital.. 
 Everyday, Einstein takes the same open-minded and determined approach to “repair of the world” by 
bringing exceptional healthcare services to the Philadelphia region.  The Einstein experience is about more 
than medicine – it’s about the people it serves and the people who serve together.  Einstein is a teaching hos-
pital, not only because of its world class residency programs, but because of its commitment to community 
outreach, its drive to understand patient needs, and its ability to listen and respond.  At Einstein, care is always 
more than work – it is connecting with people in the most compassionate and effective way possible.

S e r v i n g  A  C o m m u n i t y
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Jewish Hospital.Dining Room, Home for the Aged c.1895.

78
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Union Army Veteran with family c. 1890.
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Eastern-european immigrants, Jewish Hospital. c. 1897
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Jewish Hospital physician, Dr. Julius Greenstone, his wife Carrie (Amram).and new baby (left), and Greenstone’s mother (right) c.1903.
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Einstein Physician cares for a newborn in the NICU c.1992.
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An Einstein Nurse with patient c.2000.
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Volunteers with a mother and her newborn, “Plants for Patients” Auxiliary program. c. 1984.
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A young volunteer assists Einstein patient. c. 1980
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 In the Summer of 1939, Jewish Hospital pediatrician Dr. Robert 
Schless went on a goodwill mission to Nazi-occupied Austria. The goal of 
the trip was to rescue 50 Jewish children by bringing them to the United 
States on the eve of World War II. Dr. Schless was a part of a trip organized 
by wealthy Philadelphians Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus, for whom he was their 
pedatrician.  

 Despite unbelievable odds, in August 1939 the group suceeded. 
Thousands of people, including the rescued children’s own children, grand-
children and other relatives, are alive today because  Dr. Schless and the 
Kraus’ decided to make a difference in the world.
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The 50 Jewish children arrive in New York Harbor, with the Statue of Liberty in the background c.1939.
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Jewish Hospital physician Dr. Robert Schless (back row, far left), Nurses (far left, far right)
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Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus (seated, center) and children aboard U.S.S. President Harding c.1939.
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The Strickland Columns on the Philadelphia Campus, Einstein Healthcare Network c.1960.

116



117



130

Mt. Sinai Hospital, Philadelphia, c.1920.
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H I STO RY O F  P R E S I D E N T S
(By Entity)

The Jewish Hospital

Alfred T. Jones                  President    1865-1871
Abraham Simon Wolf       President    1871-1878
William B. Hackenburg     President    1878-1918
Arthur A. Fleisher               President    1918-1943
Laurence L. Ancker            President    1943-1948
Judge Charles Klein          President    1948-1951

Mt. Sinai Hospital Association

Jacob D. Lit                       President    1900-1924
David Phillips                     President    1924-1929
Maurice L. Wurzel             President    1929-1942
Emanuel Rosenfeld          President    1942-1949
Harry Shapiro                     President    1949-1950
I. H. Krekstein                      President    1950-1951

Northern Liberties Hospital

Nathan Kushin                  President    1921-1930
Alexander Van Stratten    President    1930-1949
Moe C. Goldberg             President    1949-1951










