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WORLD AND PARA CHAMPIONSHIPS – BEHIND THE SCENES

T
HIS SUMMER saw 

the athletics world 

descend on the Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park 

for the Para and World Athletics 

Championships in London.

With athletes around the world 

returning to the home of the 

2012 Olympics, and the likes of 

Mo Farah and Usain Bolt running 

their last races, it was to be a 

championships nobody would 

forget.

But away from the track and 

field, there was plenty going 

on behind the scenes, whether 

it was across the training 

grounds, in the media or with the 

volunteers. 

The championships kicked 

off in July with the Paras – the 

first time both Paras and World 

athletics have been held in the 

same year. Unfortunately and 

unsurprisingly, less interest was 

generated for the para events, 

which was reflected in the ticket 

sales and media presence, but 

the camaraderie between the 

athletes triumphed. 

One of the most remarkable 

and untold stories from the 

Paras was during the F55 javelin 

throw final between Brazil’s 

Jonas Licurgo and Greece’s 

Charalampos Varytimidis. After 

being eliminated, the Greek 

loaned Licurgo his wheelchair 

in the final round so he could 

carry on competing after his own 

broke, and the Brazilian left the 

stadium with the silver medal. 

The story didn’t end there, 

as the Brazilian media reunited 

the pair the next day, and 

Licurgo gave a tearful interview 

expressing his gratitude towards 

his competitor and handed 

Varytimidis an honorary Brazil 

T-shirt.

The scheduling of morning and 

evening events left a gaping hole 

in the day for the media, many 

of whom opted to retreat back 

to their hotel or, more excitedly, 

swim in the aquatics centre.

But there was no rest on the 

penultimate day as the media 

race took place, with a one-man-

blindfolded three-legged race. 

The Worlds’ media race opted 

for a simpler 800m where one 

guy filmed himself the entire 

time whilst running the track. 

Unsurprisingly, the media 

seemed to be just as competitive 

as the athletes.  

Fast forward to the World 

Athletics and the stadium is 

buzzing, and not because of 

the world-famous athletes, but 

because of the London 2017 

mascot, Hero the hedgehog. 

Hero was loved by everyone. 

He captured the hearts of many, 

befriended Usain Bolt and left 

the majority of the foreign media 

googling the word ‘hedgehog’. 

Sadly, the beloved British mascot 

was really an American – two to 

be exact – who entertained the 

stadium crowds and angered the 

officials with his antics and use of 

equipment. 

From hanging his washing 

across the high jump to rolling 

down the stairs and zip wiring 

across the stadium, he was 

undoubtedly the real star of the 

championships.

Venturing across into the 

training fields, you would find 

some of the most determined 

and hard-trained athletes. 

Coaches would arrive every 

30 minutes from hotels, and 

athletes could train in one of the 
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A wet and windy community track

The athletes’ cafe blackboard

British journalists were split on whether they 
saw Bolt’s injury or GB win the sprint relay
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London 2017 – what the cameras didn’t show ...
four grounds, depending on their 

event. The most sought-after 

was, of course, the community 

track, designed for the runners 

and jumpers and a real hot-spot 

for the fans. 

The Jamaican team were not 

only the most fun and chilled 

but also the most determined, 

with their athletes always being 

the first to arrive for training. 

Australia’s 10,000m runner 

Eloise Wellings also showed her 

dedication when continuing 

her training through a morning 

downpour whilst others sought 

shelter. 

She also revealed that when 

she trains, she runs clockwise 

to balance out her body from 

running anti-clockwise when 

competing. 

The athletes also enjoyed the 

delights of the large chest freezer 

stocked with ice cream, which 

many were more than happy to 

indulge in, including the staff and 

volunteers. 

Those training on the 

community track were also 

lucky enough to relax in the 

athletes’ café, where competition 

continued to flow thanks to 

the range of board games on 

offer. Athletes were also able to 

embrace their creative side with 

the addition of a blackboard 

stretching across the back of 

the room, encouraging teams to 

‘leave their mark’. 

The talk of the championships 

was undoubtedly Usain Bolt’s 

last races – neither of which he 

won. The booing from the crowd 

when Gatlin became victorious 

deafened the ears of those in the 

stadium and clearly affected the 

man himself. 

Luckily for Gatlin, a security 

guard backstage gave genuine 

congratulations to the new world 

champion, who seemed uplifted 

that not everyone was against 

him.

As for the 100m relay, nearly 

every journalist broke the media 

tribune rule of no filming or 

photography, with an even split 

amongst the British media 

between those who were too 

busy watching Bolt’s collapse 

through injury in the home 

straight to realise that Great 

Britain had won and those who 

were too busy watching the 

British victory to notice the great 

Jamaican crash to the ground. 

Everyone was shocked, the 

community track fell silent and 

the USA team managed to slip 

away undetected. 

With the dramas of the 

championships over and the 

Japanese media spending 

over £1m covering the two 

tournaments, and with part of 

their presenting set looking like  

a gameshow, whatever Tokyo 

2020 has in store, it’s sure to  

be a good one.

Emma Boyd

The empty stadium 
shows its West Ham 
United livery

Media races

Some events had more specialised practice facilities

Japan TV’s
‘gameshow’
set
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