
As clients are become more adventurous and 
cruising grounds open up, there is a veritable 
smorgasbord to choose from for your next luxury 
yacht charter. Chantal Borciani reveals the top 
10 most scenic charters in the world.

Game-
       changing

     charters

F
rom Antarctic ice floes to palm-fringed 
islets that stud emerald seas, chartering 
opens up a new world of possibilities. 

If you harbour dreams of intrepid 
exploration in polar extremes 
or want to escape to a far-flung 

idyll, destinations abound and the perfect yacht 
charter awaits. Today, you can choose from ice-
breaking explorers to classic sailing yachts to 
sleek, modern superyachts for a charter trip.

Chartering affords guests the freedom to explore 
new cruising grounds and vary their itinerary to 
fulfil every desire and need. With a captain and crew 
on hand to provide everything from scuba diving 
and Michelin-starred dining to whale spotting 
and glacier trips, charter guests can concentrate 
on simply enjoying their surroundings and time 
with each other. For prospective buyers, charters 
can also be an excellent way to try out a new 
style, size or model before purchasing a yacht. 

In recent years, experiential travel has surged in 
popularity and charters to Antarctica, the Arctic and 
the Northwest Passage are in higher demand. Whether 
you are cruising through turquoise lagoons in the 
Philippines or traversing ice-strewn straits off the 
coast of Greenland, luxury, bespoke charters can offer 
unsurpassed comfort, flexibility and unrivalled privacy. 

While tourist beaches bustle with throngs 
of travellers, a charter can simply pick up and 
go, setting a course for a serene stretch of sand 
without anyone in sight. As extraordinary cruising 
territories open up to yacht charter, these are a 
selection of the most spectacular destinations 
that will keep you coming back for more. 

As travellers become more 
adventurous and cruising 
grounds open up, there is 
a veritable smorgasbord to 
choose from for your next 
luxury yacht charter. 
Chantal Borciani reveals 
the top 10 most scenic 
charters in the world.

Left: Heighten 
your cruising 
experience away 
from crowded 
ports and buzzing 
towns with an 
adventurous 
yacht charter.
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A rare and beguiling beauty, this eco paradise 
is home to a highly diverse range of flowers, 
fauna, wildlife and sea life. The archipelago 
of 19 volcanic islands and numerous islets 
is UNESCO protected and lies around 960 
kilometres west of Ecuador. 

A real bucket-list destination, charter 
guests can wake up in one of the most unique 
habitats in the world. Trace the coastline of 
rocky bays by kayak and snorkel with marine 
iguanas in the lagoons. See morning mists 
lift over the volcanic island humps then hike 
the Sierra Negra volcano on Isabela Island. 
Keep your camera at the ready to capture the 
native fur seals, frigate birds, Nazca boobies, 
basking iguanas, swallow-tailed gulls, and 24 
species of dolphins and whales. Bartolomé 

Island is also home to the illustrious green 
turtle and the Galapagos penguin, the only 
wild penguin species living on the equator. 

While day boats disgorge large groups 
to a particular spot, a private charter can 
escape the crowds so guests experience the 
wildlife and natural landscape in peace.

What to charter 
The 43-metre Gulf Craft M/Y Integrity can 
accommodate 16 guests and has eight two-
person kayaks for exploring up close as well 
as two Zodiac tenders to transport guests to 
beautiful beaches and hidden bays. Available 
to charter through Northrop & Johnson from 
US$112,000 per week. 
northropandjohnson.com

Vivid emerald waters, jungle-clad mountains 
and spectacular inlets make the Philippines 
the unsung hero of Asia’s charter territories. 
With waters more dazzling than even 
the Maldives, the world’s second largest 
archipelago comprises 7,000 lush islands and 
boasts sublime scuba diving, snorkelling and 
water activities. 

With the wealth of islands, charter 
yachts are not short of anchorages and the 
historical volcanic activity has produced 
spectacular dive sites, caves, cliffs and 
sinkholes. Marine life includes grey reef 
sharks, whitetip sharks, manta rays and vast 
shoals of tropical fish. 

The island of Boracay attracts 
visitors every year, with the wall dive at 

Yapak a highlight for scuba enthusiasts. 
The undeveloped island of Palawan is 
surrounded by over 1,800 islets, limestone 
caves and crystal waters. Wreck divers also 
flock to Palawan’s Coron Bay to dive the 
barracuda-filled Morazan Maru, a Japanese 
freighter sunk in 1944. 

What to charter 
The 62.5-metre M/Y Party Girl 
accommodates 12 guests in eight cabins along 
with 18 crew and has an exceptionally large 
beach club as well as onboard gym, jacuzzi 
and comfortable modern interior. Available 
to charter through Northrop & Johnson from 
US$475,00 per week.
northropandjohnson.com

Antarctica

Experience life below 60 degrees in one 
of the world’s most challenging cruising 
grounds. For those who want to push 
boundaries, the awe-inspiring vistas and 
stunning wildlife make this the ultimate 
charter for serious adventurers. 

See the collapsed volcanic cone of 
Deception Island, swim in the thermally 
heated waters of Pendulum Bay, cruise 
through the Lemaire Channel, flanked by 
snow-capped peaks and rocky turrets. Glide 
past diamond-shaped icebergs freshly carved 
from a glacier and traverse narrow, icy straits, 
seeing the natural world in all its majesty. 
Watch the midnight sun turn the sky into 
a kaleidoscope of colours as you marvel at 
penguin rookeries and see basking elephant 
and fur seals. 

Charters usually run from November to 
March, with prime penguin hatching season 
from late December to January, when guests 
will experience the warmest temperatures 
and in excess of 20 hours of daylight per day. 
Whale watching season also begins at the end 
of this period, with sightings on the increase 
throughout January.

What to charter 
Built as a fully-classified Class 1 icebreaker, 
77.4-metre M/Y Legend can carry 26 guests 
and features a gym, a spa with sauna, 
jacuzzi, a movie theatre and entertainment 
system, medical suite, swimming pool and 
toys including paddleboards, jetskis and 
snow scooters. She carries up to 19 crew 
on board, plus an extra 10 expedition crew 
(such as doctor, ice pilot, expedition leaders 
or naturalists). Available to charter through 
Camper & Nicholsons from EU460,000 euro 
per week.
camperandnicholsons.com

Galapagos

French Polynesia 

As if someone has taken a pipette to the 
turquoise ocean and dotted it with flecks 
of azure blue and green, the scattered 
jewels of French Polynesia’s isles stretch 
over 2,000 kilometres in the sun-drenched 
South Pacific. 

The five archipelagos boast over 100 
islands and offer a fantasyland of cruising 
possibilities. Favourites include the 
mountainous, untamed Marquesas Islands, 
the jaw-dropping waters of Tuamotus and 
the romantic luxury of Bora Bora. 

With pristine coral gardens, soaring 
emerald peaks, electric blue lagoons, 
glittering white sandy beaches and some of 
the best diving in the world, charter guests 
in search of Robinson Crusoe wonderment 
will not be disappointed. The necklace of 
coral at Rangiroa provides one of the best 
diving spots in the world and, from July to 
October, female humpback whales flock 
to its warm waters. 

Swim with manta rays, colourful 
parrotfish and eagle rays at Rangiroa; enjoy 
tropical, far-flung vibes in Huahine and 
relax on laid-back Moorea with its lush 
volcanic peaks, captivating turquoise lagoon 
and prime views of Tahiti.

 
What to charter 
At 44.2 metres, S/Y Hemisphere is the largest 
sailing catamaran in the world. She is set up 
for luxury diving and fishing expeditions 
with a PADI-recognised dive training centre, 
nitrox air facilities and two dive instructors 
on board. She has numerous toys including 
Seabobs, kayaks and wakeboards plus a home 
cinema, 4.8-metre trampoline and jacuzzi. 
Available to charter through Burgess from 
US$260,000 per week. 
burgessyachts.com 

Philippines

With electric blue lagoons 
and glittering white sandy 
beaches, charter guests in 
search of Robinson Crusoe 

wonderment will not be 
disappointed.
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The multitude of route choices and 
spellbinding beaches available in 
Thailand give this pocket of South-East 
Asia a real edge. Yachts are often based 
out of Phuket and can cruise the gulf to 
Myanmar and the Andaman Islands. 

To the south of Phuket, hundreds 
of islands lie waiting to be explored, 
with limestone formations jutting 
up to cloudless skies. To the north, 
the Surin and Similian Islands offer 
picturesque cruising and relaxation. 

While resorts on land can feel touristy 
and frenetic, charter yachts can hop to 
secluded bays and idyllic coves away from 
the familiar trails. A perfect destination 
for beach lovers, water sports enthusiasts 

and scuba divers, the range of activities 
plus vibrant hotspots and nightlife make 
Thailand a great cruising option. 

The cultural and historical diversity, and 
spectacular geographical and aquatic scenery, 
make this a fabulous alternative to home 
shores and with international airports serving 
the main hubs, travel is also made simple. 

What to charter 
M/Y Northern Sun is located in Phuket 
and holds a licence for Myanmar and 
accommodates up to 12 guests. Her private 
sundeck offers a jacuzzi and panoramic 
views. Available to charter through Burgess 
from US$133,000 per week.
burgessyachts.com

Greece 

While we still hold countless candles 
for the glittering bays of the western 
Med, the cobalt hues of the Greek isles 
and their captivating white sugar-cube 
villages win over every time. 

As the poster girl for Greece, the 
Cyclades Islands are the pick of the 
crop. An archipelago in the middle 
of the Aegean Sea, the islands are 
arranged in two semicircles. The outer 
ring, closer to Athens, comprises Kea, 
Kythnos, Sifnos, Serifos and Milos while 
the inner ring boasts Mykonos, Paros, 
Naxos, Ios and Santorini. The famed 
island of Santorini boasts two main 
towns, Fira and Oia, which sit above an 
underwater caldera (crater) overlooking 
one of the most photographed bays in 
the world. 

Cast off in the shadow of Athens’ 
Parthenon and island hop around the 
Cyclades, which are abuzz during the 
high season from June to September, 
with Mykonos hosting the best of the 
Mediterranean nightlife. Characterised 
by deep, inky bays and dazzling white 
villages clustered along clifftops, the 
Cyclades are a stunning short-hop 
cruising ground with Mykonos and 
Santorini often regarded as the most 
exclusive and alluring islands in Greece. 

What to charter 
Refitted in 2017, 58.6-metre M/Y Capri I 
can accommodate up to 12 guests and 
has a sociable layout across five decks 
with a traditional interior and a wide 
range of water toys to keep guests 
entertained. Available to charter through 
Burgess from EU280,000 per week.
burgessyachts.com

Thailand

Borneo

For an off-the-beaten track 
paradise, the turquoise-laced desert 
islands, verdant canyons, virgin 
rainforest and lively coral reefs 
of Borneo set the bar sky high. 

A raw jungle gem of South-
East Asia’s cruising grounds, 
Borneo is the third largest island 
in the world and home to half of all 
known plant and animal species. 

Sabah, on the northern tip 
of Borneo, is a popular cruising 
ground with world-class snorkelling 
and dive sites. At Kinabatangan 
River, monkeys, orangutans and 
Borneo pygmy elephants dot the 
riverbank. Visitors can hike through 
virgin rainforest, visit orangutan 
sanctuaries and nomadic tribes, 
and see spectacular flowers and 
fauna in the island’s lush interior. 

What to charter
The 29.6-metre S/Y Dallinghoo 
combines classic lines and the 
romance of a two-masted schooner 
with the comforts of a modern yacht. 
She has accommodation for up to 
eight guests in four cabins and has an 
onboard team of four crew. Available 
to charter through Northrop & 
Johnson from US$23,000 per week. 
northropandjohnson.com

Lying to the east of Puerto Rico, the creamy 
cays, electric-blue sea and sugar-white 
beaches of the British Virgin Islands (BVIs) 
epitomise the Caribbean dream.

A wonderland of secluded anchorages 
and piercing blue lagoons, the BVIs have 
a tranquil, natural beauty and still feel 
relatively unspoiled. Offering sheltered, 
short-hop cruising, Tortola, Virgin 
Gorda, Anegada and Jost Van Dyke are 
considered the main islands, with around 50 
other smaller isles and cays offering endless 
snorkelling, diving and anchoring potential. 

If watersports or fishing are high on your 
priority list, the BVIs will not disappoint. 
Cruise to the protected anchorages at 
Brandywine Bay, Soper’s Hole and Trellis 

Bay or try game fishing at the North and 
South Drops off Tortola. Cane Garden 
Bay is fringed with lush foliage and famed 
as one of the best beaches in the BVIs. A 
magnet for sailors around the world, these 
colourful islands offer lively nightlife and 
some exclusive resorts along with local, salty 
hangouts popular with the yachting set. 

What to charter 
The 24-metre S/Y Skipn’ Bou built by 
Southern Wind accommodates a total of 
six guests in three cabins and is perfect 
for tucking into secluded anchorages. 
Available to charter through YPI from 
EU26,400 per week. 
ypigroup.com 

Caribbean & BVIs

While resorts on land can 
feel touristy and frenetic, 
charter yachts can hop to 
secluded bays and idyllic 

coves away from the 
familiar trails.
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Blessed with one of the largest natural 
lagoons in the world, New Caledonia has a 
far-flung appeal yet is less than three hours 
from Sydney. Alongside its 24,000-square-
kilometre lagoon, the main island is 
hemmed in by coral reefs, proving a magnet 
for divers. 

Charter yachts can cruise the main 
island of Grande Terre, the famous Isle of 
Pines, the Loyalty Islands archipelago to 
the east, and a myriad of smaller islets and 
pristine anchorages that lie offshore. 

Discover the natural reserve and 

dazzling white atoll of Nokanhui and 
cross the tropical forest to find La Piscine 
Naturelle; this secluded spring is part of a 
waterway that leads from the open sea to 
Baie d’Oro. Or dive the variety of drop-offs, 
corridors, passages and sea grottos near 
Gadji Bay.

Described as “the land of eternal 
spring”, New Caledonia has a pleasant sub-
tropical climate year-round. Higher rainfall 
is usually expected from January to March 
and high temperatures are experienced 
from November to April.

Northwest Passage 

The epic Northwest Passage combines 
imposing mountains, vast fjords and ghostly 
blue icebergs with magical wildlife straight 
out of National Geographic. 

Follow in the footsteps of early 
explorers through the icy channels from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific and experience 
the wild and daunting beauty of the terrain 
that some of history’s greatest adventurers 
had to overcome. 

Even today, few yachts have the 
capability to navigate this sea passage that 
cuts through the remote Arctic regions of 
North America. Land at remote and rarely 
visited Inuit communities, traverse ice-
choked narrows and pick your way through 
straits peppered with towering, jagged 
icebergs. For wildlife lovers, the longest days 
of the Arctic summer can be bountiful with 
walrus and polar bears spotted en route. 

Not a charter to undertake lightly, the 
expedition yacht and company you use are 
key, but this is unequivocally one of the 
most scenic and memorable voyages you 
will ever make. 

What to charter 
M/Y Hanse Explorer is a true expedition 
yacht that charters in the Northwest Passage 
with EYOS Expeditions, which has a history 
of running yacht operations in this region. 
Ice classed and built to handle the most 
challenging waters, she can accommodate 
up to 12 guests and carries two rugged 
Mark-IV Zodiac tenders. She is available 
to charter through EYOS Expeditions from 
EU145,000 per week. 
eyos-expeditions.com

New Caledonia 

What to charter
M/Y Masteka 2 is an elegant 
37-metre superyacht with expedition 
capabilities suited to the South Pacific 
environment. She comes with a range 
of water sports toys and features an 
onboard gym and eight-person jacuzzi 
on the bridge deck. Available to 
charter through Ocean Alliance from 
US$100,000 per week plus tax (5.335 
percent in New Cal, 12.5 percent in 
Fiji), plus a 30 percent APA.
oceanalliance.com
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