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advertisement feature

An independent spirit

Follow the Robin Hood trail 

Antonia Windsor finds 
that Nottinghamshire is a 
vibrant destination with a 
rich and fascinating history  

The famous outlaw’s story lives on at locations and events across the county

F
licking through the New 
York Times earlier this year 
I came across an article about 
a city with a youthful, soulful, 
bohemian quarter that is 
now a hub of independent 
music venues, art galleries 
and vintage boutiques. The 

city in question was Nottingham, a destination 
synonymous with the legendary exploits of Robin 
Hood. I decided to go and investigate the home 
turf of this famous outlaw, who was brought back 
to the silver screen this year in Ridley Scott’s 
epic adventure. 

A friend had suggested I stay at the Lace Market 
Hotel in the area that was once the centre of 
Nottingham’s lace industry. Occupying a Georgian 
townhouse along the High Pavement, this 
boutique hotel is perfectly situated to explore the 
city. I am impressed by the huge double bed and 
large, free-standing bath in my oversize bathroom, 
complete with Aveda toiletries.

Nottingham is a compact city, easy to get 
around on foot and I begin by heading north-east 
towards Hockley, the area that had excited the 
NYT. Once the site of derelict warehouses, this 
area has seen a complete regeneration in the past 
few years and is now like a mini Hoxton in London 
or Williamsburg in New York – cafes filled with 
Mac-using creatives or freelancers playing chess, 
retro clothes shops and cinemas. It feels like a 
vibrant, happening place.

First stop is Pink & Lilly on Stoney Street, 
a gorgeous, independent boutique filled with 
print dresses, colourful handbags and quirky 
accessories. On Goose Gate are a couple of charity 
shops, including Oxfam, which is styled like a 
vintage shop, and Charity Shop, the first shop 
of the charity Aegis, which helps victims of 
genocide. Hidden gems can be found down many 
of the narrow side streets, such as the Debbie 
Bryan Studio and Shop – a treasure trove of arts 
and crafts, from jewellery to ceramics, all made 
by local artists. The shopping in Nottingham is 
excellent, with a blend of independent shops and 
department stores – the flagship Paul Smith store 
in its own Georgian house is a destination in itself.

Having built up a thirst, I head to Lee Rosy’s 
Tea, a tearoom opposite the Broadway cinema – 
the city’s arthouse venue famed for holding the 
UK premiere of Quentin Tarantino’s Reservoir 
Dogs. The Broadway also hosts the Paul Smith 
cinema: a bijou screening room complete with 
love seats in the designer’s trademark fabric. I 
can’t resist stopping in for a look. Nottingham lad 
Paul used to come to this cinema in his youth and 
drew early inspiration from the films he saw. 

Nottingham’s rich history plays a big part 
in its attraction as a destination for families. 

Clockwise from above: Nottingham’s city hall; Pink & Lilly boutique; Nottingham Contemporary gallery 

Country pursuits
Rural Nottinghamshire is a delightful 
place to escape the pace of the city. Pretty 
towns such as Southwell, with its Norman 
minster, and Edwinstowe, on the edge of 
Sherwood Forest, provide excellent bases 
for a range of outdoor activities.

on your bike
Good places for cycling are in Sherwood 
Pines or a few miles away in Clumber Park, 
which has the longest avenue of lime trees 
in Europe – nearly three miles long. It’s 
worth dismounting to check out the walled 
kitchen garden, where huge Victorian 
glasshouses shelter a wide variety of 
produce for use in the park’s restaurant.

For more information on where to stay, where to eat and what to do, see robinhoodbreaks.com

With the new Ridley Scott film, starring 
Russell Crowe as Robin Hood, out on DVD 
next week, there’s never been a better 
time to embrace the legend. So check out 
the highlights of the Robin Hood trail – 
12 points around the county that each reveal 
a fascinating glimpse into the exploits of 
Robin and his band of merry men. 

• Galleries of Justice
This is where the Sheriff of Nottingham 
decided who would be thrown in the “pits”. 
The Norman dungeons can be seen, along 
with the Victorian cells built on the site. 
Costumed characters tell the history of the 
courts, prisons and sites of public hanging.

• Sherwood Forest
The earliest mention of Robin Hood is 
in a poem dated about 1400, and this 
forest has been associated with him 
since. There is an excellent visitor centre 
with activities close to the Major Oak 
– the 800-year-old tree that marks the 
gathering point of the merry men.

• Robin Hood Beer and Cider Festival, 
14-17 October
A fine excuse to sample some local ales, with 
over 700 cask beers on sale, plus live music 
on the Victorian bandstand.  
beerfestival.nottinghamcamra.org

• Robin Hood Pageant, 30-31 October 
Nottingham Castle will be transformed into 
a 12th-century village encampment with 
living history entertainment, wandering 
minstrels, live jousting tournaments and 
an alchemical laboratory where you can 
attempt to turn lead into gold. 

• Where to stay and eat on the trail
In Southwell you can stay in the Saracen’s 
Head (saracensheadhotel.net), where 
Richard the Lionheart is said to have slept. 
In Edwinstowe, just a stone’s throw from 
Sherwood Forest, there’s a characterful 
18th-century coaching inn called Forest 
Lodge (forestlodgehotel.co.uk) and, just 
a few doors down, is the excellent Launay’s 
restaurant (launaysrestaurant.co.uk).

explore the Caves 
If history’s your thing, head to Creswell 
Crags, the site of a recent discovery 
of ice-age art. Stop off en route at The 
Lime House cafe, which is situated in a 
quaint courtyard on the Welbeck estate 
alongside the Harley Gallery, showcasing 
local craftworks, and the award-winning 
Welbeck Farm shop. Allow a few hours 
to enjoy the crags – a limestone gorge 
honeycombed with caves and smaller 
fissures which was a favourite day out in 
Victorian times. The rock art is etched on 
the side of the gorge – you can clearly see 
the markings of a deer and, when shown, 
make out other shapes.

Nottingham Castle, the former seat of power for 
Robin Hood’s enemy, the villainous Sheriff of 
Nottingham, is a beautiful 17th-century ducal 
mansion built on the medieval site. Beneath it, 
a warren of caves and dungeons can be explored 
through the city’s two main attractions, the 
Galleries of Justice (see sidebar) and the City of 
Caves, which lets you descend into the original 
Anglo-Saxon tunnels and meet cave dwellers from 
the city’s past. 

The arts in Nottingham are going through 
something of a renaissance, too, with the city 
hosting the British Art Show 7 from October to 
January at three venues: the New Art Exchange, 
Nottingham Castle museum and the new  
Nottingham Contemporary gallery, with its 
buzzing social space cafe.bar.contemporary 
that serves up a host of events, such as spoken 
word and live music.  A stone’s throw from the 
Contemporary is the Cross Keys pub on Byard 
Lane. A popular venue with locals, it is noted for 
its laidback charm and traditional pub grub.

Happy and exhausted, I slide into a booth at 
Harts restaurant and feast on steak while listening 
to a local crooner sing Frank Sinatra. As the New 
York Times would no doubt agree, it’s time to start 
spreading the news about Nottingham ...

WIN A FIVE-STAR COuNTRy 
BREAK FOR tWO
Here’s your chance to 
win a fabulous relaxing 
stay in the heart of rural 
Nottinghamshire. The lucky 
winner will receive a two-
night stay for two people 
(bed and breakfast) in a 
double room at the five-
star 18th-century cottage 
Browns (pictured), the Old 
Orchard Cottage, Holbeck 
Lane, Holbeck, Worksop, 
Nottinghamshire. Dates 
subject to availability. For 
your chance to win, visit 
guardian.co.uk/enjoy-england
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