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Hilton Head, SC 
PERFECT FOR: ACTIVE OUTDOORSMEN 

If your ideal vacation includes as much time 
as possible being outside, Hilton Head is your 
spot. Kick off the trip with a round of golf on one 
of the island’s 33 championship golf courses or 
take a private tennis lesson from the former 
head coach of the U.S. Olympic tennis team at 
the Sea Pines Resort. Explore the Sea Pines 
Forest Preserve on horseback on a trail ride 
with Lawton Stables, or hit the water (and 
maybe even spot a bottle nose dolphin) on a sea 
kayaking trip. Pick up a pair of wheels from the 
island’s lengthy list of bicycle rental shops to 
traverse the more than 60 miles of trails. Recu-
perate with a Heavenly Body treatment—a sea 
salt scrub and warm gel wrap, followed by a 
full-body massage—at the newly renovated 
Westin Hilton Head Island Resort & Spa 
(westinhiltonheadisland.com). Then end the day 
by watching the sunset at Skull Creek Boat-
house, which serves satisfying southern fare 
like hushpuppies and fried catfish. 

WHETHER YOU LOVE OUTDOOR ADVENTURE OR PREFER  
THE HUNT FOR THE PERFECT MEAL, THERE’S A DESTINATION DOWN SOUTH  

THAT’S JUST RIGHT FOR YOU. BY LEIGH CRANDALL

Southern Hospitality 

Savannah, GA 
PERFECT FOR: HISTORY BUFFS

Base yourself at an icon in the city, the Mansion 
on Forsyth Park (mansiononforsythpark.com) the 
125-room Victorian Romanesque mansion that 
has been renovated to include luxe details like 
onyx and Verona marble and Versace furniture in 
the lobby. Start with a horse drawn carriage ride 
with Carriage Tours of Savannah, which starts at 
the open-air, 18th-century City Market and takes 

For an iconic photo, 
visit the fountain at 
Forsyth Park, the 
largest in Savannah’s 
historic district. 

Get a fresh perspective  
on Hilton Head via kayak.
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riders through the historic district’s cobble-
stone streets, past the city’s beautiful row 
houses. Founder James Oglethorpe planned the 
city around a series of squares, and one of the 
best ways to take in the town is to spend a day 
meandering through them on foot. The oak-tree 
filled Johnson Square was the first to be built 
and Georgia’s first church, the marble-col-
umned Christ Church, is located here. Lafeyette 
Square is home to the Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist and the Andrew Low House (which is 
home to one of three of the city’s original 19th-
century gardens), while Monterey Square, home 
to the Mercer-Williams House (made famous by 
John Berendt’s Midnight in the Garden of Good 
and Evil), leads directly into the city’s Spanish 
moss-laden Forsyth Park. Make a reservation at 
the Olde Pink House, an 18th-century mansion 
on Reynolds Square. End your trip on a sweet 
note with a scoop of butter pecan made with 
roasted Georgia pecans at Leopold’s Ice Cream, 
open since 1919. 

Savannah’s historic  
row houses  

Asheville, NC 
PERFECT FOR: ART ENTHUSIASTS 

Start with a visit to Asheville’s River Arts Dis-
trict, then drop in for a class at Odyssey Center 
for Ceramic Arts, and stop for cold beer at Wedge 
Brewing Company at Wedge Studios (try the 
Iron Rail IPA). From April to December, the 
Downtown Asheville Art walk offers evenings of 
art exhibitions at more than 20 galleries on the 
first Friday of each month. Don’t miss the Bilt-
more estate, built by George Vanderbilt in 1895. 
In addition to the stunning landscape, the home 
is filled with original furnishings and portraits 
by Sargent and Renoir. Unwind with a signature 
massage at the Grand Bohemian Hotel’s Posei-
don Spa (marriott.com); then head to the Red 
Stag Grill for craft cocktails.

The Social Lounge  
rooftop in Asheville

Asheville’s magestic Blue 
Mountains
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Charleston, SC 
PERFECT FOR: FOOD LOVERS 

The toughest part about a visit to Charleston? 
Fitting in all the fantastic dining the city has to 
offer. Foodies should mark their calendar for 
February 28 to March 4 when the best of the 
lowcountry cuisine can be found in one spot: the 
annual Wine and Food Festival, which includes 
a culinary village in Marion Square where you 
can sample southern fare, sip unlimited wine, 
shop local goods and watch cooking demos.

Any time of year, start the day with a break-
fast of biscuits and sausage gravy, with a side of 
grits, at Hominy Grill, a favorite for southern 
fare since 1966. For lunch, visit Leon’s Oyster 
Shop where chargrilled oysters and hushpup-
pies with honey butter are served alongside a 
stellar wine list in a renovated auto body shop. 
For dinner, make a reservation at Husk in his-
toric downtown where James Beard Award-

winning chef Sean Brock gives a twist on tradi-
tional Southern dishes.

While browsing local arts and crafts at the 
historic Charleston City Market, pick up a bot-
tle of Blackjack BBQ sauce from award-winning 
pitmaster Jimmy Hagood’s Food for the South-
ern Soul in the market’s Great Hall. Afterwards, 
fuel up at Caviar & Bananas (and order the BLT 
with housemade pimento cheese, pickled green 
tomatoes and applewood smoked bacon). 

Wind down the evening with a trip to the 
Gentry Bar in the historic district’s Gentry 
Hotel (gentryhotel.com), where JD Madison of 
Charleston’s Gentry Hospitality Group (and a 
star on Bravo’s Southern Charm) recommends 
sampling the long list of bourbons or opting for a 
drink. “Our beverage director comes up with 
the most unique, flavorful combinations for 
cocktails,” he says.
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JD Gentry’s 
SOUTHERN FAVORITES
The Southern Charm star shares his go-to 

restaurants, drinks, vacation spots and more.

Coffee shop: Black Tap Coffee is one  
of my all time faves in Charleston. First,  
I love to support local business and second 
they have a mean vanilla latte.

Splurge Meal: When I get to splurge,  
I always go right to the Gentry Bar and  
order the Game Changing Fried Chicken.  
It literally is just that, a game changer!

Cocktail: Gentry [Bourbon] and Ginger.  
So good and refreshing!

Non-Alcoholic Drink: There is nothing 
better than ice-cold bottled VOSS.

Bar: Well, you know I love The Gentry Bar, as 
there is always something going on. If I’m 
not there, The Thoroughbred Club inside the 
Belmond Charleston Place Hotel is a favorite.

TV Show: I do love all the antics that we 
offer on Southern Charm. However, I am a 
huge fan of Must See Thursday Night on 
ABC and Scandal has my vote.

Movie: For comedy, Spaceballs. Mel Brooks  
is a genius. His comedic timing  
in the writing is everything. For drama,  
I lean towards The Godfather.  

Vacation Destination: I love skiing in Aspen. 
Every year my father and I take a group with 
us. It’s an annual retreat and a chance to 
recharge the batteries. I will say,  
however, golfing in Ireland, as I had the 
chance to do this past year, was epic!

Car: With my four children, I gravitate to my 
black Suburban. If not with the kids, you’ll 
see me on a motorcycle any day. 

Charleston, the South Carolina 
port city founded in 1670, is 

defined by its cobblestone streets, 
horse-drawn carriages  

and pastel antebellum houses. 



Kiawah Island Golf 
Resort’s offers 

private lessons and 
clinics to improve 

your game.
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Kiawah Island, SC
PERFECT FOR: FAMILY FUN 

Just 21 miles south of Charleston, Kiawah 
Island is ideal for families thanks to a host  
of kid-friendly activities beginning with  
time spent exploring the island’s 10 miles of  
beaches. Kiawah Island Golf Resort’s Roy Barth 
Tennis Center and the West Beach Tennis Club  
(kiawahislandresort.com) offer a variety of pro-
grams (families can pair up for parent-child 
doubles) while the resort offers a Family Tee 
Program, where children under 17 play free of 
charge. Little ones under the age of 11 can par-
ticipate in Kamp Kiawah, which provides 
adventurous activities, from treasure hunts to 
sand castles on the beach, while nature lovers 
between 8 and 12 years can sign up for classes 
on topics like marsh ecology and animal care 
via the island’s Junior Naturalist Program.   

There’s also a long list of tours and adventures 
for the whole family. Don’t miss the “Wildlife in 
the Wetlands” bike tour, which takes cyclers 
through the island’s maritime forest, ponds and 
salt marshes, while learning each ecosystem’s 
unique characteristics. 

Kiawah Island has ten miles of 
beaches, as well as maritime 

forests and marshes where sea 
turtles and seabirds abound. 


