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This Woman Helps Exonerees Re-Enter
Society
For those who've been wrongfully convicted, a novelist tries to do what's right.
By Kate Silver
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While writing a suspense novel in 2005 (http://www.lauracaldwell.com/books/), Laura Caldwell

struggled with crafting one particular plot twist: Do innocent people really confess to murder?

For guidance, she called an attorney friend who was defending a man named Jovan Mosley;

he’d been arrested for a homicide he didn’t commit and confessed his involvement only after

more than 24 hours of grueling police questioning—no food, no water, no bathroom break.

Mosley was told that if he confessed, he could go home and sort things out later. Instead, he

spent five and a half years in a Chicago jail, awaiting trial. 

Caldwell, who was also an attorney and law professor, was so stunned, she became co-counsel

(pro bono) and helped get Mosley acquitted. Then she discovered another defect in the justice

system: Mosley was released with no support and nowhere to go. Ironically, had he been an ex-

convict, he would have had access to halfway houses, counseling, and job training programs,

but since he hadn’t committed a crime, he was on his own. 

In 2009, with the support of her employer, Loyola University Chicago School of Law, Caldwell

started Life After Innocence

(http://www.luc.edu/law/academics/clinicalprograms/lifeafterinnocence/) (LAI), aimed at

giving exonerees much-needed relief. LAI helps them go after monetary compensation for

time served and clear their criminal record. The organization has also worked to pass laws that

will provide access to mental health coverage and college financial aid; since 2010, LAI has

helped 55 innocent people weave themselves back into the fabric of life. “Being wrongfully

accused is the ultimate horror,” says Caldwell. “We want to restore some faith in the system

and, more important, some dignity and respect. Freedom’s just the beginning.”

Enter your email address Sign Me Up!

 Please accept the Oprah.com terms and conditions and privacy policy
Published 08/24/2017

SUBSCRIBE TO THE SPIRIT NEWSLETTER
Get more stories like this delivered to your inbox

RELATED VIDEO

OPRAH.COM

(/)

http://www.lauracaldwell.com/books/
http://www.luc.edu/law/academics/clinicalprograms/lifeafterinnocence/
http://www.oprah.com/


Shaka Senghor: How Do You Emerge in a Society That's So Unforgiving?

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1941248/23485/0/0/0/1)
The Most Unlikely Celebrity Couples That Will Surprise You

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1941248/23485/0/0/0/1)

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1830754/23485/0/0/0/2)
The Untold Truth of the Pioneer Woman

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1830754/23485/0/0/0/2)

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1555647/23485/0/0/0/3)
The Truth About Jonathan and Drew Scott

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1555647/23485/0/0/0/3)

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/2124435/23485/0/0/0/4)
All the TV Shows Ending in 2017

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/2124435/23485/0/0/0/4)

OPRAH.COM

(/)

http://www.zergnet.com/i/1941248/23485/0/0/0/1
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1941248/23485/0/0/0/1
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1830754/23485/0/0/0/2
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1830754/23485/0/0/0/2
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1555647/23485/0/0/0/3
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1555647/23485/0/0/0/3
http://www.zergnet.com/i/2124435/23485/0/0/0/4
http://www.zergnet.com/i/2124435/23485/0/0/0/4
http://www.oprah.com/


s=a116&n=91559%3B91559%3B82125%3B379619&t=15072437750661800

lifestyledisplayadbrand300x250%26utm_source%3Doprah%26utm_

Enter your email address Subscribe

 Please accept the Oprah.com terms and conditions and privacy policy

7 Nice Things to Say to Mean, Rude People
(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750143/49125/0/0/0/1)

SIGN UP FOR THE OPRAH.COM SPIRIT NEWSLETTER

STORIES WE LOVE

OPRAH.COM

(/)

http://165a7.v.fwmrm.net/ad/l/1?s=a116&n=91559%3B91559%3B82125%3B379619&t=1507243775066180008&f=&r=91559&adid=20818704&reid=7925176&arid=0&auid=&cn=defaultClick&et=c&_cc=&tpos=&sr=0&cr=https%3A//www.talbots.com/online/new-arrivals/_/N-10588%3Fcmp%3Dbac-20170914-oprah-fall2017brandcampaign-lifestyledisplayadbrand300x250%26utm_source%3Doprah%26utm_medium%3Dbac%26utm_campaign%3Dfall2017brandcampaign%26utm_content%3Dlifestyledisplayadbrand300x250%26utm_term%3D20170914
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750143/49125/0/0/0/1
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750143/49125/0/0/0/1
http://www.oprah.com/


(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750143/491

The Very Best Haircut for Your Face
(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1472397/49125/0/0/0/2)

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1472397/49

6 Signs Your Partner Is Secretly Unhappy
(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1698840/49125/0/0/0/3)

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1698840/49

The 6 Best Snacks for When You're Trying to
Lose Weight
(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750205/49125/0/0/0/4)

(http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750205/49

MORE INSPIRATION

OPRAH.COM

(/)

http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750143/49125/0/0/0/1
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1472397/49125/0/0/0/2
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1472397/49125/0/0/0/2
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1698840/49125/0/0/0/3
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1698840/49125/0/0/0/3
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750205/49125/0/0/0/4
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1750205/49125/0/0/0/4
http://www.oprah.com/


(http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/elizabeth-
greenwood-when-to-call-in-sick-to-work)

THE IMPORTANT REASON EVERY ADULT
SHOULD CALL IN "SICK" TO WORK SOMETIMES
(HTTP://WWW.OPRAH.COM/INSPIRATION/ELIZA
GREENWOOD-WHEN-TO-CALL-IN-SICK-TO-
WORK)

(http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/alicia-bassuk-
stand-up-for-yourself-strategies)

3 STAND-UP-FOR-YOURSELF STRATEGIES FOR
SENSITIVE PEOPLE
(HTTP://WWW.OPRAH.COM/INSPIRATION/ALICIA
BASSUK-STAND-UP-FOR-YOURSELF-
STRATEGIES)

(http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/glennon-
doyle-melton-how-to-overcome-rock-bottom)

THE GIFT THAT COMES FROM HITTING ROCK
BOTTOM
(HTTP://WWW.OPRAH.COM/INSPIRATION/GLEN
DOYLE-MELTON-HOW-TO-OVERCOME-ROCK-
BOTTOM)

(http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/megyn-kelly-
online-bullying)

HOW MEGYN KELLY DEALS WITH ONLINE
BULLIES
(HTTP://WWW.OPRAH.COM/INSPIRATION/MEGY
KELLY-ONLINE-BULLYING)

(http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/inspiring-
quotes-written-on-typewriters)

THE TYPE OF QUOTES YOU NEED TO BE
READING
(HTTP://WWW.OPRAH.COM/INSPIRATION/INSPIR
QUOTES-WRITTEN-ON-TYPEWRITERS)

(http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/what-oprah-
knows-for-sure-about-authenticity)

WHAT OPRAH KNOWS FOR SURE ABOUT
AUTHENTICITY
(HTTP://WWW.OPRAH.COM/INSPIRATION/WHAT

OPRAH.COM

(/)

http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/elizabeth-greenwood-when-to-call-in-sick-to-work
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/elizabeth-greenwood-when-to-call-in-sick-to-work
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/alicia-bassuk-stand-up-for-yourself-strategies
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/alicia-bassuk-stand-up-for-yourself-strategies
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/glennon-doyle-melton-how-to-overcome-rock-bottom
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/glennon-doyle-melton-how-to-overcome-rock-bottom
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/megyn-kelly-online-bullying
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/megyn-kelly-online-bullying
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/inspiring-quotes-written-on-typewriters
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/inspiring-quotes-written-on-typewriters
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/what-oprah-knows-for-sure-about-authenticity
http://www.oprah.com/inspiration/what-oprah-knows-for-sure-about-authenticity
http://www.oprah.com/

