
52    JetWings    September 2017 JetWings    September 2017    53

JETGUIDE

D U B L I N
24hrs 

 in...

The Irish capital may be small but it packs quite a punch – from historic 
castles and monuments to beautiful green spaces, coupled with its affable 
and multicultural population, it is truly a delightful city.

TEXT PRACHI JOSHI

Founded in 1592, Trinity College is Ireland’s 
oldest and most prestigious college and was the 
alma mater to illustrious personalities such as 
Oscar Wilde, Jonathan Swift, Samuel Beckett. 
Its large, verdant campus houses the iconic 
campanile or bell tower – there’s a superstition 
that any student who passes beneath the tower 
when the bells toll will fail their exams! The 
biggest draw of the college is the Old Library 
especially its Long Room with a soaring barrel-
vaulted ceiling and two levels of wooden galleries 
choc-a-bloc with 2,00,000 of the library’s oldest 
books. The library’s other treasure is the Book 
of Kells, a 9th-century extravagantly illustrated 
manuscript containing the four gospels of the 
New Testament. The college is free to visit, 
though there’s a €10 fee to enter the library and 
view the Book of Kells. 

  T R I N I T Y  C O L L E G E  &  L I B R A R Y
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The museum is housed across several buildings, but the most 
popular and impressive collection is that of archaeology, 
which is located on Kildare Street. The museum has an 
extensive collection of prehistoric art and artefacts going 
back to the Celtic times and the Viking Age. There are ritual 
objects, gold jewellery, remains of Viking boats and other 
archaeological treasures. The most fascinating of these is the 
Kinship & Sacrifice exhibition where you can see several Iron 
Age ‘bog bodies’ – 2,000-year-old, well-preserved human 
remains found in the Irish bogs (wetlands that accumulate 
peat and plant material). Admission to the museum is free. 

Step off the bustling Dublin streets and into the quiet 
confines of the medieval Christ Church Cathedral; it was 
founded in circa 1030 making it the oldest building in Dublin. 
Once you’re done admiring the Gothic-Romanesque interiors, 
step down into the medieval crypt, the largest in Ireland, and 
the oldest part of the cathedral. Here you can see priceless 
silver artefacts and Ireland’s first copy of Magna Carta, not to 
mention the crypt’s most famous exhibit – a mummified cat 
and rat who got stuck in one of the church’s organ pipes way 
back in the 1850s. The cathedral has an entry fee of €6.5, 
which includes the crypt visit. 

  N A T I O N A L  M U S E U M  O F  I R E L A N D

  C H R I S T  C H U R C H  C A T H E D R A L

  K I L M A I N H A M  G A O L

A former prison now turned 
museum, Kilmainham Gaol is 
a definite draw when you’re 
in Dublin. The massive, rather 
intimidating prison building opened 
in 1796, and till it closed in 1924, 
held many eminent political and 
military leaders in Irish history, 
including the leaders of the Easter 
Rising in 1916. A guided tour will 
take you around the prison and 
its cells, giving you an insight into 
its significant role in the country’s 
past. The museum has a permanent 
exhibition, which tells the story of 
the prison from the perspective of 
an ordinary prisoner. Kilmainham 
Gaol has an entrance fee of €9, 
which includes the guided tour. 
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  D U B L I N  C A S T L E

Located off Grafton Street (Dublin’s main shopping 
street), St Stephen’s Green is a massive public park 
spanning 22 acres. At the north of the park is a large 
lake with a historical bridge, several swans, ducks, 
and geese. There are many beautiful walks inside 
as well as a jogging trail around it. The park holds 
several memorials, sculptures and busts, including 
that of WB Yeats. Another Irish literary giant, 
Oscar Wilde is commemorated in Merrion Square, 
a Georgian garden square in the south of Dublin. A 
statue of Wilde is seen reclining in the park; he spent 
his childhood at No. 1 Merrion Square. 

S T  S T E P H E N ’ S  G R E E N

Another heritage site worth visiting is the Dublin 
Castle, not least because the city gets its name from 
the Black Pool (Dubh Linn), which was on the site 
where the present castle garden is located. A castle 
has stood at this site since the 13th century though 
the current structure mostly dates from the 18th 
century. In the ‘Medieval Undercroft’ you can still 
see a portion of the Viking fortress that stood here 
and also the remains of the original castle. The richly 
decorated State Apartments, which were formerly 
the Lord Lieutenant’s personal accommodation, are 
open to the public, though they may occasionally be 
used for official engagements. The adjoining castle 
gardens have several sculptural works and are worth 
a visit. Admission fee to the castle is €7 (€10 with a 
guided tour included). 

EQ
R

oy
 /

  S
hu

tt
er

st
oc

k.
co

m
; S

ar
a 

Ja
ni

ni
 /

 a
ge

 fo
to

st
oc

k 
/ 

D
in

od
ia

One of the city’s most delightful museums is The 
Little Museum of Dublin. Housed in a charming 
18th-century Georgian townhouse, this is a 
people’s museum that chronicles the history of 
the city. It displays a quirky assortment of some 
5,000 artefacts, all of which have been donated or 
loaned by the people of Dublin, and include art, 
photographs, letters, books, furniture, and even 
toys. Admission is €10 and includes a guided tour. 

  T H E  L I T T L E  M U S E U M
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A popular attraction on the River Liffey is the Jeanie Johnston 
Tall Ship, a replica of the original Jeanie Johnston, which carried 
thousands of people fleeing the Great Famine of the 1840s across the 
Atlantic in the hope of reaching the ‘New World’. The museum below 
deck tells the story of these people and the life-size wax figures give 
you an idea about the life on-board. Admission costs €10.  

Ireland has a rich literary history, producing several renowned 
writers and four Nobel Prize winners, so it’s apt that Dublin 
has a museum celebrating its literary legacy. The Dublin 
Writers Museum is located in a magnificent 18th-century 
mansion and houses an exhibition of books, letters, portraits, 
and personal belongings of Irish literary stalwarts such as 
Oscar Wilde, WB Yeats, Jonathan Swift, James Joyce, and 
more. Admission costs €7.50.  

  H A ’ P E N N Y  B R I D G E

  J E A N I E  J O H N S T O N  T A L L  S H I P  & 
   F A M I N E  M U S E U M

  D U B L I N  W R I T E R S  M U S E U M

ACCOMMODATION

Dublin offers tourists a variety of 
stay options.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit www.visitdublin.com

 QUICK FACTS

Jet Airways operates daily 
direct flights to Amsterdam 
from Mumbai and New 
Delhi, to Paris from Mumbai 
and to Abu Dhabi from 
Mumbai, New Delhi, Kochi, 
Hyderabad, Mangaluru, 
Pune and Lucknow. Connect 
to Dublin with codeshare 
partners – KLM from 
Amsterdam, Air France from 
Paris, and Etihad Airways 
from Abu Dhabi.*

*subject to Government approvals

The 200-year-old Ha’penny Bridge is a Dublin icon. The off-white cast iron bridge was built in 1816 to 
replace the (often) leaky ferryboats that were used to cross the River Liffey. It was named the Wellington 
Bridge and then officially called the Liffey Bridge, but it has always been known as the Ha’penny Bridge, 
the name deriving from the halfpenny toll that was charged to use the bridge. 
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CUISINEDETOURS

Three 
weekend 
getaways 
from the 

city.

WHERE I The picturesque harbour village of 
Howth is about 17 km northeast of Dublin. 
WHY I Howth (rhymes with ‘both’) is a small 
fishing village at the northern end of Dublin Bay. 
Take a long walk on the east pier to the harbour 
lighthouse and admire spectacular views and 
cerulean waters of the Irish Sea. Alternatively, 
hike the Cliff Path Route, an easy, signposted 
trail that takes you around the harbour. Then, 
head to the west pier to any one of the excellent 
seafood restaurants for some fresh catch. Howth 
is easily accessible from Dublin city centre by  
the DART fast train service.  

WHERE I The scenic glacial valley of Glendalough is a perfect 
day trip from Dublin, around 50 km south of the city. 
WHY I Further south of Powerscourt Estate, is Glendalough, 
literally translating to ‘Valley of the Two Lakes’, an area of 
rugged scenic beauty. The two lakes nestle in a long glacial 
valley surrounded by a verdant forest. The area is also known 
for the Early Medieval monastic settlement founded here 
in the 6th century, substantial remains of which still stand 
today. Glendalough is a popular tourist spot yet it retains its 
tranquillity and is known as a deeply spiritual place. The valley 
has several marked walking trails and you can even go rock-
climbing on Glendalough’s granite cliffs. 

POWERSCOURT ESTATE

WHERE I The impressive Powerscourt Estate is 
located 46 km to the south of Dublin. 
WHY I A charming Palladian mansion located 
on a 64 sq. km estate with landscaped 
gardens, ornamental lakes, and hidden 
hollows, against the stunning backdrop of the 
Great Sugarloaf Mountain! It’s no wonder that 
the Powerscourt Estate is one of the most-
visited attractions in Ireland. The estate also 
has two golf courses and a hotel. The mansion 
itself houses a bustling cafe and a gift shop, 
as well as the quirky Museum of Childhood, 
which showcases miniature dolls and period 
doll houses. Drive just 7 km from the mansion 
and you arrive at the 121m-high Powerscourt 
Waterfalls, the highest waterfall in Ireland. 

GLENDALOUGH

– BY PRACHI JOSHI

DETOURS

BEYOND DUBLIN

HOWTH
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