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You Make It Possible
Dear friends, 

 As a Bethel alum, I can’t thank you enough for your generosity and 
support of Bethel Seminary!
 In 2011, I earned an M.Div. from Bethel Seminary and graduated as a 
changed pastor and Christian leader. While I began seminary hoping that 
I would learn something helpful, I was more deeply impacted than I could 
have ever hoped for or imagined. My discernment of God’s Word was taken 
to a whole new level, my understanding of who I am and who God is was 
completely transformed, and my love for biblical leadership in the church 
was strengthened.  
 This would not have been possible without your investment, not just in 
me, but in countless other Christian leaders around the world who experi-
ence transformation at Bethel Seminary. Because of your generosity, godly 
leaders continue to be better trained and equipped to lead God’s church in a 
world ever in need of the gospel. On behalf of all of us, thank you so much.   
 Your giving makes a world of difference—and it makes a difference in 
the world.

Alisha Granholm S’11

 Looking for a stewardship investment with a 
remarkable return? Equip one effective kingdom 
leader—and you’ve made a difference for thousands 
of people over that leader’s ministry lifetime. 
 That’s why every dollar you give to Bethel 
Seminary matters. Why every way we can increase 
accessibility through efficiency-gaining, obstacle-
moving pathways is a win. And why Bethel’s recently 
launched Ministry Scholars Program is so exciting.
 This dual-degree program allows students to act 
on their unique callings and complete both college and 
seminary in five years, and a Bethel Seminary graduate 
is a leader in the effort. 
 Stephanie Williams ’05, S’12, lead pastor of Mill 
City Church in Minneapolis, will direct the program 
while continuing her ministry role, including her 
popular leadership podcast, “Lead Stories.” A graduate 
of both Bethel University and Bethel Seminary, she’s 
passionate about the potential to equip leaders for 
effective service in the rapidly-changing church. 
“We get the opportunity to be trailblazers,” she says. 
“God is leading the church into the future, and we’re 
just trying to figure out how to follow.” 
 Catalyzed by a $499,221 grant from the Kern 
Family Foundation, the Ministry Scholars Program 
begins in fall 2017. This pathway—the first of its kind 
at Bethel—will expand accessibility to high-quality, 
efficient, and affordable graduate ministry education 
to students from a variety of majors.
 The five-year curriculum integrates undergraduate 
and graduate education by eliminating redundancies 
and streamlining course schedules. Graduates will 
receive a Bachelor of Arts from the College of Arts & 
Sciences, plus a Master of Arts in Ministry from Bethel 
Seminary—saving them an estimated $7,425 and two 
years of coursework. In addition, students who plan to 
become senior pastors may qualify to receive a $5,000 
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Kern Ministry Scholarship in their fifth year, bringing 
their total savings to $12,425.
 The Ministry Scholars Program combines 
undergraduate liberal arts education with the in-depth 
theological training of seminary. According to Williams, 
these elements together will instill leadership agility, the 
“ability to try new things, respond quickly, learn from 
your experiences, and then apply what you’ve learned to 
unrelated situations,” she says. “Just as Bethel is coming 
at the program with a spirit of agility and responding to 
God’s leading, we hope to equip students to do the same.” 
 Visit bethel.edu/academics/5-year-ministry to 
learn more about the Ministry Scholars Program. •

Stephanie Williams

Alisha Granholm



 Professor of Ministry Leadership 
Justin Irving adds, “Ministry is not 
limited to the work of a few, and it is 
certainly not limited to the work of 
the perfect…Often, those who have 
tasted forgiveness most deeply are 
best able to communicate the beauty 
of Jesus in our broken world.”
  Outside of Bethel, Miller’s influ-
ence is arguably even greater. Not 
only is he a licensed elder at Grace 
Apostolic Church in Minnetonka, 
Minnesota, and chairman of the 
brotherhood department for the 
Minnesota Wisconsin Dakotas Dis-
trict Council Pentecostal Assemblies 
of the World, but Miller also works as 
the Men of Rafiki program coordina-
tor for the Volunteers of America—
a position that allows him to minister 
to men in prison. “It’s given me an 
opportunity to go back behind those 
walls and encourage those men that 
they can be successful,” he says.

 In his spare time, Miller is a 
public speaker who shares his 
testimony with students and athletes 
throughout Minnesota. “Today I am 
still so embarrassed by having that 
background,” he says. “If I could keep 
it all to myself, I would. But I just 
don’t think that’s what the Lord 
really wants. My story has been 
turned around for the glory of God, 
and I want people to know that it’s not 
me. God is the author of this story.” •
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 They’re a big trend in education. They aid students. 
They help schools. And they stretch investors’ gifts. 
Win. Win. Win! What does all that? Pathways.
 Academic pathways help students earn their 
degrees efficiently and effectively, and Bethel Seminary 
has designed several exciting ones:
 Danny Parmelee S’04 completed Bethel Seminary, 
planted Epikos Church in Milwaukee, and now leads 
church planting for Converge MidAmerica. Following 
the advice of people like him, Bethel launched a new 7.5 
credit church planting certificate, which covers church 
planting from A to Z. But this is what’s really exciting: 
students who haven’t started seminary can use those 
credits to get a jump on a seminary degree!

Pathways  Earl Miller CAPS’16, S’21 got a head start on his 
Master of Divinity degree and shortened his educational 
journey by using a pathway built on the B.A. in 
Christian Ministries degree from Bethel’s College of 
Adult & Professional Studies.
 And Steph Williams ’05, S’12 leads the new 
Ministry Scholars Program, a partnership of Bethel 
Seminary and Bethel’s College of Arts & Sciences that 
allows students to earn both a college and a seminary 
degree in just five years.
 Bethel Seminary students count on you for 
continued support through prayer, influence, and 
finances. You can count on us to make their world-
class preparation increasingly effective, at a more 
reasonable cost, through creative pathways that 
magnify the decades-long impact of your investment. 
We hope these stories about pathways help you see 
how you are changing the world through these 
amazing Bethel students.

David K. Clark
Vice President and Dean

From Prison to Pulpit—How God Altered One Man’s Story

 “I came to Bethel Seminary with 
a heart and a call to church planting,” 
says Danny Parmelee S’04. “I went 
specifically to Bethel to best equip 
myself for that call.” As a Master of 
Divinity student, he began a journey 
of learning and growth that contrib-
uted toward his future success as 
both a church planter and partner to 
other church planters. 
 Within 12 years of graduation, he 
planted and grew Epikos Church, a 
multi-site, multi-cultural Milwaukee 
church of more than 2,000 attend-
ees. Since then, his passion for and 
experience with church planting has 
led him to a new calling as vice 
president of church planting for 
Converge MidAmerica. 
 In his new role, Parmelee plans 
to partner with Bethel as an advocate 
for the seminary’s recently launched 
online church planting certificate. 
Research has shown that church 

 “Did I always know I wanted to 
be a pastor? Absolutely not,” says 
Earl Miller CAPS’16, S’21, whose 
early life led him down a path that 
resulted in a six-year prison term 
at age 20. But that dark experience 
brought Miller into a personal 
relationship with God—one that 
would completely alter his future.
 “I called my mother [from prison], 
and she said, ‘You need to get back 
with the Lord.’ And that’s when I 
started walking with God and seeking 
Him through His Word and through 
prayer,” says Miller. “Though a 
window of time, God revealed His 
calling to me.” 
 Ten years later, Miller was well 
on his way toward answering that 
call. A husband, father, active church 
volunteer, Sunday school teacher, 
and employee at a non-profit, he was 
giving back and pursuing God’s will in 
his day-to-day life. But it was his deci-
sion to enroll in Bethel’s College of 
Adult & Professional Studies (CAPS) 
Christian ministries program that fi-
nally equipped him with the ministry 
tools—and emotional 
support—necessary to begin his 
journey toward becoming a pastor.
 “I can’t say enough,” he says of his 
experience. “To even begin to speak 
of it, I’m afraid I’ll miss all that Bethel 
has done for me so far. The 

A Call to Plant and Grow
planters who receive a formal 
education equipping them for their 
role are more likely to experience 
higher weekly church attendance 
at their plant. “There are a lot of 
church planters who don’t pursue a 
traditional M.Div.,” he says, “so the 
church planting certificate will be an 
excellent way for Bethel Seminary 
to meet that gap. We hope to have 
a strong partnership in this new, 
groundbreaking innovation.”
 Parmelee says Bethel Semi-
nary’s innovative and relevant pro-
grams help prepare church planters’ 
hearts and minds before fulfilling 
their calling. “Church planters often 
want to jump in and get going. It’s 
how we are wired,” he explains. “But 
I think of biblical examples like Paul, 
where that preparation time proba-
bly set him up for long-term sustain-
able ministry. In my life, seminary 
preparation was critical.” •

Bethel’s church planting 
certificate, launched in fall 2016, 
offers aspiring church planters 
the chance to prepare for their 
ministry online, in 7.5 credits. 
It also allows students the 
opportunity to roll their certificate 
credits into a master’s degree—
maximizing the impact of your 
gift and attracting more students 
to the seminary’s programs.

Danny Parmelee

knowledge is so rich. It has taken the 
tools I already have and opened my 
eyes to spiritual formation.” 
 Now, Miller—who not only 
achieved his dream of completing a 
four-year degree in December 2016 
but was also selected to be a student 
speaker at his commencement—is 
newly enrolled at Bethel Seminary. He 
is taking advantage of a pathway from 
the CAPS B.A. in Christian Ministries 
that allows him to “roll over” nine 
credits toward his Master of Divinity 
degree. He says this innovative 
pathway and other financial support 
from Bethel has helped make his 
journey possible. “I will be eternally 
grateful to the donors [who funded 
my undergraduate and seminary 
scholarships],” he says.
 Though Miller has depended 
upon financial provision to help him 
achieve his calling, his impact both on 
and off campus has itself been a gift. 
On campus, Miller has not shied away 
from sharing his testimony, including 
in his commencement remarks this 
past winter. “This day, December 17, 
2016, I’m beating the odds, celebrating 
over 10 years of freedom, and receiv-
ing my B.A. degree from this presti-
gious school, Bethel University,” he 
exclaimed, to the cheers of classmates 
and professors. 
 Bethel Seminary faculty are 
excited for the continued opportuni-
ties Miller will have to influence and 
inspire others in their classrooms. 
“We live in a global and multicultural 
society,” says David Nah, associate 
professor of theology. “Theological 
education…must ask and address the 
very questions and issues that people 
are asking today in this ethnically 
diverse context. A testimony like Earl 
Miller’s benefits Bethel Seminary 
classrooms from the point of view 
of both theology and missions.” 

Earl Miller

Earl Miller


