
College of Arts & Sciences  |  College of Adult & Professional Studies  |  Bethel Seminary  |  Graduate School

First BUILD Class Graduates  p. 15  |  Leaders Who Are Introverts  p. 24  |  Making College More Affordable  p. 28

Summer 2017

THE FADE TO GRAY 
Has truth become 

irrelevant?
p. 19



Editor 
Michelle Westlund ’83

Design 
Darin Jones ’97

Contributors 
Whitney Bak ’15 
Andrea Eaton 
Christine Erntson 
Timothy Hammer ’08, S’12 
Justin Heglund ‘95 
Paul Hjellming ’13
Jenny Hudalla ’15 
Jared Johnson GS’14
Anna Kaihoi ’07 
Monique Kleinhuizen ’08, GS’16 
Nathan Klok ’17 
Linda LaFrombois 
Suzanne McInroy
Lauren Pareigat ’08
Scott Streble

President 
James (Jay) H. Barnes III

Editorial Offices 
3900 Bethel Drive
 St. Paul, MN 55112-6999
651.638.6233
651.638.6003 (fax)
 bethel-magazine@bethel.edu 

Address Corrections 
Office of University Advancement
651.635.8050
 university-advancement-updates@
bethel.edu

Bethel Magazine is published two 
times a year by Bethel University, 
3900 Bethel Drive, St. Paul, MN 
55112-6999. Postage paid at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and additional mailing 
offices. Printed in the USA.

Copyright © 2017 Bethel 
University. 
All Rights Reserved.

Bethel University is sponsored 
by the churches of Converge. 
It is the policy of Bethel not to 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national or ethnic origin, 
age, gender, or disability in its 
educational programs, admissions, 
or employment policies as required 
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
and Title IX of the 1972 Education 
Amendments. Inquiries regarding 
compl iance may be d i rec ted 
to: Compliance Officer, Bethel 
University, 3900 Bethel Drive, St. 
Paul, MN 55112-6999.

Summer 2017 Volume 8 Number 2

PREPARING 
GENERATIONS OF 
CHRIST-CENTERED 
HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS
Steve ’76 and Kelley Bergeson have spent 
their lives bringing healing to others. Steve, 
a physician, and Kelley, a chaplain, recently 
updated their wills to reflect their passion 
for preparing future 
generations of 
Bethel students.

Years ago, they 
helped start a 
Bethel chemistry 
department 
endowed 
scholarship. A gift 
through their wills creates opportunities 
for even more Bethel students seeking a 
career in the health sciences.

Want to impact generations of 
Royals? Request a free Wills Guide 
or more information at bethel.edu/
planned-giving or 651.635.8050.

Kelley and Steve Bergeson
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Photo Finish
Carl Klamm, Patrick Klamm, and Isaac Erickson 
finished 1-2-3 in the 400-meter dash at the MIAC 
Outdoor Track and Field Championships in May. The 
sweep earned all three athletes All-MIAC honors. 
See p. 9 to read more Royal athletics highlights in 
Bethel Magazine’s new “SportsShorts” department.
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Visit bethel.edu/news/
articles/2017/april/ethics-

essay-contest for details and 
a link to Latty’s winning essay.  

JayTalking
A conversation with  
President Jay Barnes

Big Questions
As I was walking to my office this morning, I saw 

a Bethel student walking backward while talking 
to a prospective student and her parents. It’s called 
the “walking backward tour”—prospective students 
and families roam the campus trailing a student 
admissions ambassador who is presenting them with 
important information about Bethel. When I can, I 
join the tour to give a 90-second pitch that I hope will 
help them make one of the most important decisions in life. The theme of my 
pitch is “Big Questions.”

During their college years, I explain, students will ask and answer some of 
the most important questions in life: 

• Who am I, really? In what or whom are my identity and worth based?
• What is my gifting and wiring—and how does that translate into a 

vocational direction?
• Do I believe what I believe because I’ve grown up believing it, or because I’ve 

thought about it more deeply and decided for myself?
• With whom will I do life? 
• Who will speak into my life as I ask and answer these questions?

While we tend to think of these as questions for 17 to 23-year-olds, they are 
questions that students in all of our schools explore. We want our students to 
find their primary worth and identity as people created in God’s image. We 
want them to discover their passions and gifts, and use their gifting and wiring 
for God’s glory and their neighbors’ good. We want our students to think more 
deeply about God and develop a mature, robust Christian faith. We want that 
faith to work in all seasons of life—on the good days and the hard days. We want 
our students to develop deep friendships that are healthy and enduring. And 
we think one of the greatest values of a Bethel education is that faculty, staff, 
and students care about the answers to these questions and are committed to 
answering them in a God-honoring way. 

These are big questions for 17-year-olds—and for all of us, at any age. Bethel 
is a great place to ask big questions, and to explore the answers.

Senior Wins 
Elie Wiesel 
Essay Contest

Philosophy and computer science 
major Micah Latty ’17 won first prize 
in the 2016 Elie Wiesel Foundation 
for Humanity Prize in Ethics Essay 
Contest, a 
long-running 
competition for 
undergraduate 
students to 
engage in 
philosophical 
reflection. 
Latty’s 
“Welcoming 
Silence” essay 
centers on the 
issue of racial tension in America. 
“Micah’s winning essay is the most 
creative, thought-provoking, and 
powerful writing in ethics that I’ve 
read during my 17 years of teaching 
philosophy at the undergraduate level,” 
says Professor of Philosophy Sara 
Shady. “It is beautifully written and 
challenges the reader to live more 
constructively amidst significant 
social and ideological diversity.”

Bethel University  
on LinkedIn

STAY CONNECTED!

facebook.com/
betheluniversity    

bethel.edu/news twitter.com/
bethelu    

instagram.com/
bethelumn    

WWW
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Visit bethel.edu/news/
articles/2017/may/

commencement to read more.

Visit bethel.edu/nursing to 
learn more.

Updates from the  
Bethel University community

50,000+
Bethel alumni with the addition 
of the 2017 graduating class

Nurse-
Midwifery 
Bridge 
Program

In fall 2017, Bethel’s M.S. in 
Nurse-Midwifery will launch a 
bridge program allowing registered 
nurses (RNs) with any bachelor’s 
degree to apply. Previously, the 
program admitted only students 
who had earned their bachelor’s 
degree in nursing, so aspiring nurse-
midwives without a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (B.S.N.) had 
to complete Bethel’s RN to B.S. in 
Nursing to be eligible. For some 
students—like recent M.S. in Nurse-
Midwifery graduate Jenny Olson 
CAPS’14, GS’16—the journey from 
RN, to B.S. in Nursing, to M.S. in 
Nurse-Midwifery will still be the best 
option. Olson earned her associate 
degree as an RN, then worked for years 
as a neonatal intensive care unit nurse 
before starting Bethel’s RN to B.S. in 
Nursing program. “It was one of the 
best decisions I ever made,” she says. 
Five days after earning her bachelor’s 
degree, Olson became one of the first 
students to enroll in Bethel’s newly 
launched M.S. in Nurse-Midwifery 
program. For other students who’ve 
established themselves in a different 
career before becoming RNs, the 
bridge program will be a huge time-
saver. Ultimately, the option will 
encourage more qualified, passionate 
nurses to become midwives. 

Commencement 2017

898 
Bethel University spring 
graduates from the College of 
Arts & Sciences, College of Adult 
& Professional Studies, Bethel 
Seminary, and Graduate School

8
Graduates in the first class of 
the Bethel University Inclusive 
Learning and Development 
(BUILD) program, Bethel’s  
two-year postsecondary 
program for students with 
intellectual disabilities

“Commencement means 
starting on one’s next 
journey. And Bethel 
University provided such a 
launching place for me.”

—commencement speaker  
Chad Schwitters ’95,  

2016 Alumnus of the Year  
and executive director of  

Urban Homeworks, Minneapolis 
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Re-imagining Bethel Seminary 
More Convenient— 
Fully Online Programs

Bethel Seminary has made earning a 
seminary degree more convenient than 
ever. Beginning fall 2017, four Bethel 
Seminary programs will be offered 
entirely online:

• Master of Divinity
• Master of Arts in Ministry
• Master of Arts (Theological 

Studies)
• Doctor of Ministry in 

Transformational Leadership

In 1994, Bethel Seminary became 
the first seminary in the country to 
offer online classes through a distance 
learning model called InMinistry, 
which served as a model for distance 
learning at seminaries across the 
country. Now the seminary is again 
responding to the needs of students 
by moving four programs fully 
online. Bethel Seminary’s online 
programs remain fully accredited 
by the Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS), making Bethel’s Doctor 
of Ministry program the first ATS 
fully accredited, fully online D.Min. 
program in the country. “For over 
two decades, Bethel Seminary has led 
the seminary world in using online 
courses to equip future leaders in 
the church,” says David Clark, vice 
president and dean. “Now, with entire 
programs going fully online, we’ll 
take a next step in online seminary 
education.”

More Affordable—
Dual Degree Options

A new dual-degree 
program allows students 
to act on their unique 
callings and complete both 
college and seminary in 
five years. Catalyzed by a 
$499,221 grant from the 
Kern Family Foundation, 
disbursed over five years, 
the Ministry Scholars 
Program starts in fall 2017. 
This pathway—the first of its 
kind at Bethel—will expand 
accessibility to high-quality, efficient, 
and affordable graduate ministry 
education for students from a variety 
of majors. The five-year curriculum 
plan integrates undergraduate and 
graduate education by eliminating 
redundancies and streamlining 
course schedules. Graduates will 
receive a Bachelor of Arts from the 
College of Arts & Sciences—in one of 
a variety of complementary majors 
with personalized curriculum plans—
plus a master’s degree from Bethel 
Seminary. The program will save 
students an estimated $7,425 and 
two years of coursework. In addition, 
students who plan to become senior 
pastors may qualify to receive a $5,000 
Kern Ministry Scholarship in their 
fifth year, bringing their total savings 
to $12,425. The Ministry Scholars 
Program will marry liberal arts 
education and the deep theological 
training of seminary.

More Resources—
Free Bible Software

Thanks to a generous donor family, 
all new Bethel Seminary students 
receive a free license to Logos Bible 
software, a premier Bible software 
product that features a suite of digital 
tools, a robust theological library, and 
a powerful search engine fine-tuned 
for Bible study. The free software is 
available to students for as long as they 
stay enrolled at Bethel Seminary, and 
as soon as they complete 15 semester 
hours of coursework, the software 
license becomes theirs to keep as a 
permanent gift to support them in 
their future ministries.

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

S
co

tt
 S

tr
e

b
le

Visit bethel.edu/ministry-
scholars to learn more.

Visit bethel.edu/seminary/
admissions for more 

information. 

Visit bethel.edu/news/
articles/2017/january/

logos-bible-gift for more 
information.
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Bookmarked Recently published books by Bethel University faculty

Visit bookstore.bethel.edu  
to see more books by 
Bethel faculty members.

From Bubble to Bridge: 
Educating Christians for a 
Multifaith World 

by Marion H. Larson, Professor 
of English, and Sara L.H. Shady, 

Professor of Philosophy 
(IVP Academic)

Understanding our 
religious neighbors 
is more important 
than ever—but also 

more challenging. In a world of 
deep religious strife and increasing 
pluralism, it can seem safer to remain 
inside the “bubble” of our faith 
community, particularly on Christian 
campuses. Many Christians worry 
that engaging in interfaith dialogue 
will require watering down their 
faith and accepting other religions as 
equally true. Professors Larson and 
Shady not only make the case that 

we can love our religious neighbors 
without diluting our commitment, 
but also offer practical wisdom and 
ideas for turning our faith bubbles 
into bridges of religious inclusion and 
interfaith engagement.

Visit bethel.edu/graduate/
special-education  

to learn more.

Visit www.nctq.org for more information.

M.A. in Special Education Goes Fully Online

Bethel’s elementary education 
program was ranked first in 
Minnesota—and 15th in the nation—
by the National Council on Teacher 
Quality in their December 2016 
Teacher Prep Review. The list ranks 
875 undergraduate elementary 
education programs at private and 
public institutions throughout the 
U.S. 

Elementary 
Education 
Program

Bethel’s M.A. in Special Education 
program is now available fully online, 
a convenient option for commuters. 
According to Katie Bonawitz, 
associate professor and program 
director of special education, the 
program welcomes students with 
any B.A. or B.S. degree, unlike many 
programs that only accept students 
who have earned an elementary 
education license. As a result, many 
students have been willing to drive 
hours to Bethel’s campus to participate 
in the face-to-face program. Patty 
Dowling GS’17—a middle school 
special education teacher at Deer 
River High School near the Leech Lake 
Indian Reservation in Minnesota—
says her seven-hour round-trip 
commute was worth it because of “the 
extreme benefits of the exceptional 
education” she received at Bethel. 
“I learned things every week that I 
could apply directly to my practice,” 
she says. Bonawitz affirms that the 
online program will maintain the high 
standards built by Bethel’s special 

education department over 25 years, 
while creating an easier process, 
consistent structure, and supportive 
environment. The team of 24 faculty 
members—21 of whom are currently 
working in the field of special 
education—hopes that the increased 
accessibility will help them fill the 
continuing need for special education 
teachers in Minnesota and nationwide. 

“Ultimately, [this change] means our 
families with children with special 
needs will be served by well-prepared, 
qualified teachers who are the hands 
and feet of Jesus,” says Bonawitz. “And 
that’s what we care most about.” 

#1
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Visit bethel.edu/news/
articles/2017/april/mikayla-

holmgren-news for links to 
news stories and video about 

Holmgren.

A Friendship Remembered

New Associate Provost

Student to 
Compete 
in Miss 
Minnesota 
USA

Mikayla Holmgren ’18, a student 
in the Bethel University Inclusive 
Learning and Development (BUILD) 
program, will make history by 
becoming the first woman with Down 
syndrome to compete in the Miss 
Minnesota USA pageant—which is 
also a first for the Miss USA pageant 
in any state. Media—including the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune, NBC 
Nightly News, Teen Vogue, and even 
a magazine in Sweden—have covered 
the story. The pageant takes place in 
November. 

Randall Bergen, former special 
assistant to the president, is now 
associate provost for the College of 
Adult & Professional Studies, Bethel 

Seminary, and 
Graduate School. 
The newly created 
position involves 
broad oversight 
for all of Bethel’s 
post-traditional 
programs and 

student support areas, as part of an 
overall restructuring to link Bethel 
Seminary, the Graduate School, and 
the College of Adult & Professional 
Studies. “As we link the three schools, 

we are committed to preserving the 
distinctive identity and brand of each 
one,” says Deb Harless, executive vice 
president and provost. “This linkage 
will allow us to better serve all of our 
post-traditional students.” Bergen 
came to Bethel in 2013 after serving 
as the acting president of Greenville 
College in Illinois during the 2012-13 
academic year. During the past four 
years at Bethel, in addition to serving 
as special assistant to the president, 
Bergen has served as interim chief 
marketing officer, interim chief 
financial officer, and an adjunct 
instructor in the Ed.D. in Leadership 
in Higher Education program. 

Associate Professor of Political 
Science Stacey Hunter Hecht died 

in 2015 after 
a battle with 
cancer. In 
April, David 
Schultz—a 
political 
science 
professor 
at Hamline 
University, St. 

Paul, who is Hunter Hecht’s friend and 
co-author—announced on Twin Cities 
PBS’ Almanac, a weekly news and 
public affairs program, that he and his 
wife Helene have seeded a scholarship 
fund in honor of Hunter Hecht. “I 
knew how much she loved her students 
and Bethel,” he says. “Helene and I 
decided that this scholarship would 
be a perfect way to commemorate her 
life.” Both professors were regular 

commentators on local and national 
politics, and in 2015 they joined efforts 
to write Presidential Swing States: 
Why Only Ten Matter. The two shared 
a passion for their students and for 
fostering respectful political debate, 
and their dream was to teach a joint 
political science course where Bethel 
and Hamline students—who often 
have opposing political views—could 
engage in dialogue. Though the class 
they dreamed of never took place, 
their vision of solid political science 
training within liberal arts settings 
will live on through the Stacey Hunter 
Hecht Scholarship Fund. The endowed 
fund will provide financial support to 
Bethel University students who are 
pursuing careers in political science. 

See p. 28 to read more about unique 
Bethel scholarships.
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Visit bethel.edu/adult-
undergrad/financial-aid/

tuition for a complete list of 
adult undergraduate programs 

and costs.

Lower Costs 
for Adult 
Undergrad 
Programs

Effective fall 2017, Bethel’s College of 
Adult & Professional Studies programs 
will cost less 
per credit 
and have 
no extra 
fees. “We’re 
lowering our 
tuition and 
eliminating 
fees because 
we’re 
committed 
to offering a 
high-quality 
academic 
experience in our adult undergraduate 
programs at a rate that’s affordable 
and accessible for our students,” says 
Randy Bergen, associate provost for 
the College of Adult & Professional 
Studies, Bethel Seminary, and 
Graduate School. Besides addressing 
cost, Bethel is making changes 
to enhance convenience for adult 
students, with many programs 
providing an opportunity for students 
to begin their studies every six weeks 
or less.

Broomball 
Rink 
Breaks 
New…Ice

This winter, Bethel 
installed a new dedicated 
broomball rink—the first 
of its kind on a Minnesota 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference campus. The 
rink—a portable, modular 
system that will allow 
for other seasonal uses of 
the space—was funded by 
Bethel Student Government through 
a special, protected fund set aside 
from student activity fees. Ryan Auer 
’17, who worked with the planning 
committee, says the project generated 
community-wide excitement and 

support. “Broomball and winter 
activities are such a huge part of the 
student culture at Bethel,” he explains. 
About 20 percent of the student body 
plays broomball in any given year. 

“We’re called to cultivate life—we 
are Easter people. We need to get 
in the way of death. Not just pull 
people out of the river, but go 
upstream and see where they’re 
getting  
thrown in.”
—Author and activist Shane Claiborne, 
who spoke at Bethel in April. His work 
has been featured on Fox News, NPR, 
and CNN.
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Visit bethel.edu/undergrad/bsg/clubs-organizations/club-sports to 
learn more about club sports—including broomball—at Bethel.

Visit bethel.edu/news/articles/2016/november/broomball-
documentary to read about a Bethel alum’s broomball documentary 

narrated by ESPN’s Tony Kornheiser.
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A Renowned Chemist’s Legacy 

“Without the guidance of a dedicated 
faculty and the support of a Christian 
community, I may not have succeeded in 
finding my way to a place where I, in turn, 
could help others.”

—Ralph T. Holman ’37,  
chemist who named omega-3 fatty acids

This spring marked the graduation 
of the first recipients of the Ralph and 
Karla Holman Endowed Scholarship. 
Holman Scholars Alyssa Clements, 
Jennifer Neufeld, Aeli Olson, and 
Keenan Pearson, all from the class of 
2017, now carry the legacy of renowned 
chemist Ralph T. Holman ’37 to a 
new generation of scientists. 

Holman—for whom Bethel’s 
chemistry laboratory is named—came 
from humble beginnings, relying on 
financial aid from Bethel to obtain 
his degree. In the years following, 
he studied and named the omega-3 
fatty acids, and was inducted into 
the National Academy of Sciences 
in 1981. He was an avid researcher, 
publishing more than 425 papers, and 
a passionate Christian. His naming of 
the omega-3 fatty acids combined his 
biochemical and biblical knowledge, 
drawing inspiration from Revelation 
1:8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega…” 
to “propose a new numbering system 
beginning with the terminal end of the 
fatty acid molecule,” according to his 
biography on the National Academy of 
Sciences website. 

At Homecoming in 1998, Bethel 

appointed Holman a 
distinguished alumnus, 
and he received many 
other national and 
international accolades 
during his lifetime. He 
lived to be 94, attributing 
his longevity to his high 
consumption of omega-3 
fatty acids found in fish 
and fish oil. Upon his 
death in 2012, Bethel 
became the beneficiary of 
Holman’s endowment funds—and the 
Holman Scholarship was born. 

But the Holman Scholars aren’t the 
only students impacted by Holman’s 
donation. Gift funds from Holman 
and his wife in 1991 were placed in 
an endowment that has since been 
used to support students’ travel and 
expenses for the American Chemical 
Society National Meeting. This 
year, nine seniors traveled to San 
Francisco, where they attended lectures 
and presented their own research. 
“[Holman] was constantly working 
with publications as well as setting up 
meetings for scientific collaboration—
he was really passionate about that,” 

Holman Scholar Pearson says. “So it’s 
fun that his money is going toward us 
being able to attend and learn from 
these meetings.” 

In a letter, Holman explained 
that memories of his time as an 
undergraduate student had a 
powerful influence over his life and 
career. “Without help from Bethel, I 
could not have earned the education 
that has brightened my life,” he wrote. 
“Without the guidance of a dedicated 
faculty and the support of a Christian 
community, I may not have succeeded 
in finding my way to a place where I, 
in turn, could help others.”

See p. 28 to read more about unique 
Bethel scholarships.

(l-r) Aeli Olson, Keenan Pearson, Alyssa 
Clements, and Jennifer Neufeld—all 
2017 graduates—are the first students to 
receive the Holman Scholarship.

Visit bethel.edu/undergrad/
academics/chemistry/

scholarship to learn 
more about the Holman 

Scholarship.
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People say Bethel University 
has a strong family atmosphere, 
but the Anderson family has 
taken that to a whole new level. 
Katie ’08 was the first of five 
Anderson siblings to attend 
Bethel, and in the past decade 
the family has made Hargis Park, 
Bethel’s baseball stadium, their 
second home. Since 2007, at 
least one Anderson has played 
on the Royals’ baseball team. 
In May, Lars—the youngest—
became the fourth and final 
son to finish his career on BU’s 
baseball diamond.  

During their careers, the 
Andersons helped the Royals 
reach the MIAC Playoffs five 
times, with two regular-season 
championships. Together, 
the four brothers have also 
amassed 10 MIAC Academic 
All-Conference awards. “Bethel 
is a huge part of our family,” 
says Lars. “Each of us had 
different experiences here, but 
there’s no question that this 
place has shaped who we are as 
individuals and who we are as a 
family.”

ALL  
IN THE  
FAMILY
by Jared Johnson GS’14

Bjorn Anderson ’10
Major: Finance

Position: Third Base

Achievements: 2009 and 2010 All-
MIAC Sportsmanship Team; MIAC 

Academic All-Conference

Favorite baseball memory: Playing  
5 a.m. games in the Minnesota Twins’ 

old Metrodome Stadium

Erik Anderson ’11
Major: Business

Position: Catcher/Outfield

Achievements: Three-time MIAC 
Academic All-Conference

Favorite baseball memory: Preseason 
team retreats to Wisconsin 

Nik Anderson ’15
Major: Marketing and Finance

Position: Shortstop/Third Base

Achievements: 2015 MIAC All-
Defensive Team; 2014 MIAC Elite 22; 

Three-time MIAC Academic All-
Conference

Favorite baseball memory: Enjoying 
extended time with teammates during 

annual Florida spring break trip 

Lars Anderson ’17
Major: Marketing and Finance

Position: Catcher/Designated Hitter

Achievements: CoSIDA Academic All-
District; D3baseball.com Team of the 

Week; Three-time MIAC Academic 
All-Conference

Favorite baseball memory: Being 
around the guys on any road trip

SportsShorts 
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SportsShorts 

MEN’S and WOMEN’S  
TENNIS earn postseason  

appearances in same  
season for first time

LOVE that!

WOMEN’S SOCCER  
goes from 0-11 in MIAC 
play during 2015 to 8-3 in 
2016, earning 
No. 2 
seed 
(highest 
finish in 
program 
history)

A+ ATHLETES
CARLEE HOPPE (volleyball)—NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship
JILLIAN KRIER (volleyball)—MIAC Elite 22 Award
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY—3.75 team GPA was fourth  
  highest among all NCAA Division III teams
35 ACADEMIC ALL-CONFERENCE students in fall sports

No. 200 
Football coach 
STEVE JOHNSON 
earns career  
win No. 200.
Now ranks  
No. 3 among active 
NCAA Division III  
head coaches  
in all-time  
wins

MEN’S 
BASKETBALL
• wins first-

ever regular 
season MIAC 
Championship

• wins second-
ever playoff 
championship 

• advances to  
second-ever NCAA 
Tournament

WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL led 
the nation in 3-point 
percentage.  
22-5 record was 
best winning 
percentage in 
program history

DREW 
NEUVILLE 
is Bethel’s 
fourth 
straight 
American 
Football 
Coaches 
Association 
Good 
Works Team 
honoree

Highlights from the best of Royal athletics
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created by Herbert Spencer from Noun Project

created by icon 54 from Noun Project

Follow the Royals: bethelroyals.com  |  youtube.com/bethelroyals  |  facebook.com/bethelroyals  |  twitter.com/bethelroyals

10 Summer 2017



SportsShorts 
p

h
o

to
 b

y 
N

at
h

an
 K

lo
k 

’1
7

FAST TRACK
TRACK AND FIELD 
ALL-AMERICANS

Patrick Klamm, Karl Olsen, 
Isaac Erickson, Carl Klamm

Men’s 4x400-meter 
relay

Carl Klamm 
400 meters

MIAC OUTDOOR 
CHAMPIONS

Karl Olsen
200 meters

Carl Klamm
400 meters

Delia Labatt 
100 and 200 meters

Annika Halverson 
1,500 meters

WINNING COACHES 
AMANDA MAXWELL 

MIAC Women’s Soccer 
Coach of the Year

ANDREW ROCK 
MIAC Men’s Indoor Track and 

Field Coach of the Year
SCOTT KIRCHOFF 

American Football Coaches 
Association Assistant Coach  
of the Year

IS THAT A 
GROUNDHOG?
Golfer ALEX 
CASE caddies 
for Huey Lewis 
and Bill Murray 
at the Ryder 
Cup Celebrity 
Challenge in 
September

BASEBALL wins regular season 
MIAC Championship for the 
second time in three years. 
Seven players honored by 
MIAC, including senior 
center fielder BRYCE 
MARQUARDT, named both 
All-Conference and All-
Defensive Team. Marquardt 
played his entire career without 
an error.

CHRISTINE PIWNICA  
was named All-American 

Honorable Mention 
by the Women’s Golf 
Coaches Association. 
She’s the first Bethel 
women’s golfer to 
receive the honor, and 
the first to earn All-
Region recognition (she 
earned it three times).
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by Suzanne McInroy

Professor of Psychology 
Adam Johnson is a 
respected neuroscientist 
who’s constantly devising 
new ways to collaborate 
with students, faculty, 
and prominent 
researchers in the field

ALWAYS 
THINKING
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Adam Johnson, professor of psychology, has an 
impressive resume. He holds a Ph.D. in neuroscience 
from the University of Minnesota, with many publication 
credits related to his chosen field of study: memory and 
imagination in the hippocampus. He’s connected to some 
of the greatest minds in the field of neuropsychology, 
including May-Britt and Edvard Moser—who won the 
2014 Nobel Prize in Medicine—and Howard Eichenbaum, 
who directs the Center for Memory and Brain at Boston 
University. “He is quite brilliant, and we really shouldn’t 
have him,” smiles Joel Frederickson, department chair 
and professor of psychology. “He interacts with prominent 
neuroscientists, and they all find it so interesting that he’s 
here.”

But Johnson says there’s no place he’d rather be. “I love 
to teach our students—they’re amazing,” he enthuses. “The 
quality of the students I get to work with here is the envy of 
some of my colleagues at research institutions across the 
country.”

STUDENT COLLABORATION
These colleagues and their research institutions are  

often on Johnson’s mind, since he tirelessly seeks out  
high-level research and academic opportunities for himself 
and his students. For example, last summer he worked 
with math major Carrie Bell ’18 on a project related to the 
statistical development of language, funded by a Bethel 
Edgren Scholars Award that provides compensation for 
student-faculty summer research. At the last minute, 
he was invited to teach at the University of Minnesota’s 

prestigious two-week Summer School in Computational 
Sensory-Motor Neuroscience. He agreed, but under the 
condition that Bell could come too. “Carrie was the only 
undergraduate to participate in that conference, and she 
was holding her own with graduate and post-doctoral 
students,” says Frederickson. “Adam pushes his students 
hard, and because of that, high-level students gravitate 
toward him.”

Luke Arend ’18, a physics and philosophy major, is another 
one of those students. He entered Bethel with plans to work 
as an engineer one day, but a first-year class with Johnson 
introduced him to the world of research. “I was impressed 
with the way Adam approaches these deep questions about 
the mind and brain,” says Arend. “He teaches in a way 
that makes you want to understand the world the way he 

“Adam is a remarkable faculty member. His teaching 
and scholarship provide incredible opportunities for 
our students, and connect Bethel in significant ways 
with the broader national and international scholarly 
community.”

—Deb Harless,  
executive vice president  

and provost

13Bethel University



sees it.” Johnson’s mentoring has helped Arend excel—he’s 
had summer research opportunities at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore and at MIT, and was named a 
2017 Goldwater Scholar. The Goldwater Scholarship is 
considered the most prestigious undergraduate scholarship 
in the natural sciences, mathematics, and engineering 
in the nation. “Adam doesn’t just talk about the research 
we’re doing,” says Arend. “He’s 100% going to bat for each 
student’s personal development in research.”

Arend and Bell, along with Rachel Nordberg ’19 and 
Diamond Jackson ’19, comprise Johnson’s research lab 
group at Bethel. With funding from the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), the four have done research with Johnson 
for the past year, and they’ll spend the summer at Boston 
University working with professors Eichenbaum and 
Marc Howard, as well as post-doctoral researchers and 
graduate students—a new endeavor for the NIH. “While 
the NIH does not have a history of funding undergraduate 
training programs, our program provides a truly innovative 
model for launching undergraduate students into the 
neurosciences,” Johnson writes about the grant. 

The summer research is a remarkable opportunity for 
Johnson’s students. All year, his lab group has analyzed 
data collected at Boston University, and now they’ll have a 
chance to use the equipment that produces that data. Their 
research is related to locating memories in the brain, which 
could be applicable in understanding memory-related 
diseases such as Alzheimer’s. “We want to understand how 
you can look at brain activity and say, ‘Did you see that? 
That was a memory,’” Johnson explains. “We’re interested 
in how we can see memories come online and burst out of 
the background.”

FACULTY COMMUNITY
While he’s passionate about the research, teaching, and 

mentoring relationships he’s cultivated with students, 
Johnson says faculty relationships challenge and sustain 
him. “Bethel faculty are brilliant,” he states simply. He taps 
into those intellectual resources by regularly collaborating 
with the physics, computer science, and philosophy 
departments. He’s energized by faculty partnerships and 
discussions, mentioning countless conversations with 
colleagues about science and philosophy. “This isn’t just a 
nine-to-five job for us. We live this stuff out,” Johnson says. 
“‘Committed’ isn’t even the right word—this is a realization 
of who we are.”

Johnson cherishes the intellectual and spiritual com-
munity among Bethel faculty. He even met his wife—Carrie 
Peffley, assistant professor of  philosophy—at Bethel. “We 
have a good group of faculty who are close friends,” says 
Frederickson, “and Adam and Carrie are a part of that. 
Adam once told me he has never had friendships like he has 
here.” 

Those friendships have become even more important 
as Johnson faces incredible challenges. In 2010, he was 
diagnosed with cancer; in 2012, the cancer was diagnosed 
as terminal. When he told his Bethel colleagues, “they 
wrapped their arms around me and showed me what family 
looks like,” he says. 

Johnson has been open with his students about his 
diagnosis, and they’ve responded with respect, admiration, 
and awe. “There are a lot of labels that come with having 
cancer, and he’s defying those stereotypes,” says Bell. “It’s 
just something he deals with, which makes me respect even 
more that he continues to do his work with such passion and 
attention and care.”

“Adam teaches in a way that makes you want 
to understand the world the way he sees it.”

—Luke Arend ’18

Visit bethel.edu/undergrad/academics/
psychology to learn more about Bethel’s 

undergraduate psychology program.
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by Suzanne McInroy

Bethel’s 
inaugural 

BUILD class 
completes a 

two-year 
journey of 

self-discovery
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It’s obvious that the eight students in the 
room know each other well. Maggie Erickson is the 
social butterfly and often the group’s leader. Eli Miletich 
pretends he doesn’t want to be there—but everyone knows 
he does. Rita Ikeri can take Miletich’s teasing and will shoot 
back some quick-witted words of her own. If she can’t keep 
him in line, Melissa Hartzel will. Ben Boatman and Sam 
Kohs are both quick to offer a friendly smile and a welcome. 
Then there are Abigail Cushing and Lauren Thysell, the 
quietest two in the room. Cushing mentions her latest crush 
and laughs as her friends tease her. Thysell’s the diligent 
worker, always ready to help if asked. 

These students are like any group of Bethel friends. But 
there’s something special about these eight: They’re the 
first to graduate with an Applied Studies Certificate from 
the Bethel University Inclusive Learning and Development 
(BUILD) program—Bethel’s two-year postsecondary 
program for students with intellectual disabilities.

Core classes in the BUILD program focus on helping 
students develop skills in independent living, employment, 
social interactions, and finances, as well as promoting health 
and fitness and an understanding of the Bible. The program is 
intentionally designed to foster interaction with traditional 
undergraduate students, including living alongside them 
in residence halls, attending Chapel, eating in the Dining 
Center, and learning together in classes. Students in BUILD 
also complete internships—on campus the first year and off 
campus the second year—to  develop practical job skills that 
will prepare them for careers after graduation.

BUILDING JOB SKILLS AND MORE
The BUILD program provides avenues for involvement in 

myriad campus activities and jobs, and Erickson has been 
eager to try as many as she can. She volunteered with the 
softball team, participated in Bethel’s first Special Olympics 
Unified Bowling team, and attended Bethel events like 
Homecoming and the spring banquet. Her time at Bethel has 
shown her that she enjoys office work, such as data entry, but 
she is much too social to make that a full-time job. So she’s 
figured out the perfect balance. “I’m going to work in an office 
setting doing data entry in the morning,” she says, “and then 
model at night because I want to work with people.”

Cushing knew from the beginning that she wanted to work 
with food, so her on-campus internship involved preparing 
snacks for Sodexo, Bethel’s campus dining vendor. In her 

Top: Rita Ikeri (left) 
moves to campus 
during Welcome 
Week 2015. 

Middle: Ben 
Boatman meets 
new friends during 
orientation. 

Bottom: Melissa 
Hartzel and other 
BUILD students 
attend class.
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second year, she earned wages as a 
Sodexo student worker, serving at the 
Dining Center’s deli station. Now, she 
hopes to work at the salad bar of a local 
grocery store.  

Other students in BUILD have 
discovered a passion for working 
with children. During their first year, 
Hartzel and Ikeri interned at Bethel’s 
on-campus Child Development Center. 
In their second year, they worked at 
nearby Valentine Hills Elementary 
School in Arden Hills, Minnesota. 
Since graduation, Hartzel was hired at a 
church daycare, and Ikeri is looking for 
a job at a school. “I’d like to work with 
preschool or first-graders,” she says.

Participating in BUILD helped 
Thysell realize that she too wants to 
work with children someday, although 
her path was a bit different. In her first 
internship, she worked in the Bethel 
University Library; in her second year, 
she began helping children with Down 
syndrome—reading to them, helping 
with math lessons, and teaching them 
sign language. As a young adult with 
Down syndrome who has achieved 
some lofty goals already, Thysell serves 
as an encourager and role model.

A JOURNEY OF  
SELF-DISCOVERY

The eight friends admit they were 
nervous when they arrived on campus 
in fall 2015, but Hartzel says the past 
two years have changed her for the 
better. “I feel like I’ve become more 
confident about what I want to do,” she 
explains. 

That’s true of Miletich as well. When 
he started BUILD, he wanted to work 
in retail, but he has since realized he 
enjoys cooking. Now he’s set his sights 
on working in an Italian restaurant in 

Top: Abigail Cushing 
(left) prepares snacks 
with her work mentor.

Middle: Eli Miletich 
works out in the 
Wellness Center with 
his personal trainer. 

Bottom left: Lauren 
Thysell and Maggie 
Erickson hug Bethel’s 
mascot at a football 
game. 

Bottom right: Maggie 
and friends worship 
during Chapel.p
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MAYME’S GIFT

Mayme Okken was born in a small 
Montana town at a time when education 
wasn’t offered to children with Down 
syndrome. She stayed home while her 
younger siblings attended school, and 
her academic accomplishments never 
progressed beyond learning to write 
her name. But now her name is bringing 
encouragement—and opportunity—to 
a special group of Bethel students. 
The Mayme Okken Scholarship Fund 

supports students in the Bethel University Inclusive 
Learning and Development (BUILD) program, a two-year 

downtown Minneapolis. He says he feels the same as when 
he started BUILD two years ago. “But if you ask my sister, 
my mom and dad, or my parents’ friends,” he confides, “they 
would say I’ve changed.” 

Boatman, too, acknowledges growth, saying his faith has 
changed a lot these last two years. His favorite Bethel class 
was Biblical Studies, and as he thinks about the future, 
he knows he wants to stay connected to God and figure 
out what God wants him to do in life—something he never 
thought about much before.

Kohs remembers questioning whether Bethel and 
BUILD were a good fit for him at first. “Now I’m thinking 
that it is a good fit,” he says. He’s enjoyed living on campus 
and hopes to live with friends in an apartment after he 
graduates, possibly working in a factory or in professional 
fishing. After completing BUILD, he says he feels a lot more 
grown up. “There have been ups and downs, but that’s with 
anything,” Kohs says. “The hardest moments are always 
when you learn the most.”

postsecondary program for students with intellectual 
disabilities. Mayme’s sister Joyce DeHaan ’67 and her 
husband, Ed, created the scholarship to provide students 
with the education Mayme never had. “Mayme was a 
very sweet person who loved Jesus, her family, and all 
who showed her kindness, but she had limited learning 
opportunities,” says Joyce. “She could have enjoyed a 
fuller life if she had education.” Now, the DeHaans’ gift in 
Mayme’s name gives others that opportunity. 

Visit bethel.edu/giving/creative-giving/
scholarships to learn more about creating a 

scholarship for Bethel students.

Visit startribune.com/at-bethel-university-
eight-special-students-celebrate-a-

milestone/424701763 to read a Minneapolis Star 
Tribune story about BUILD students graduating 

from Bethel.

Visit bethel.edu/build to learn more  
about the BUILD program.

Top: Abigail, Ben, Rita, and Lauren make 
pizza in their residence hall. 

Bottom: Sam Kohs receives his Applied 
Studies Certificate from President Jay 
Barnes at commencement in May.

Mayme Okken
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T H E  FA D E  T O 

Content development: Michelle Westlund ’83, 
Suzanne McInroy, Jenny Hudalla ’15

Photos/video: Darin Jones ’97, Paul Hjellming ’13, 
Justin Heglund ’95

In late 2016,  
Oxford dictionary 

editors chose their 
word of the year:  

“post-truth,” defined 
as “belonging to 

a time in which 
truth has become 
irrelevant.” What 

does this mean for 
followers of Jesus—
who called Himself 

“the way, the 
truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6)? What 
does this mean for 

Bethel—where  
truth-seeking is 

a core value? Six 
Bethel faculty 

members, 
representing 

diverse academic 
disciplines, offer 

their thoughts.

Seeking 
Truth in a 

“Post-truth” 
World
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We rarely hear “post-truth” 
without it being followed by 
the phrases “fake news” or 
“alternative facts.” What are the 
challenges of seeking truth in a 
post-truth era?

WINTER: It’s very difficult for many 
reasons. Number one, when you have 
sources you don’t trust to tell you 
truth, and when you have to verify 
that truth, that’s difficult. Number 
two, when students are seeing 24-
hour news on TV, they’re seeing 
very little journalism. They’re not 
seeing much reporting, much fact-
gathering. They’re seeing seven to 30 
seconds of reportage followed by the 
rest of the hour of analysts—opinion 
professionals—saying what they think 
about these seven seconds’ worth 
of facts. That’s where we get people 
who “wear their own jerseys.” Think 
of it as the Vikings and the Packers. 
If a referee blows the whistle and 
everybody in the green jerseys thinks 
it’s a great call, and everybody in the 
purple jerseys thinks it’s a horrible 
call, what is truth, then, based on the 
jerseys that we wear? It’s easier for 

Meet the panel
Bethel Magazine gathered faculty members from varying academic disciplines to 
participate in a roundtable discussion about truth. The panel included:

David Clark 
Vice President 
and Dean, 
Bethel 
Seminary

Joy Doan
Professor of 
Biological 
Sciences

AnneMarie 
Kooistra
Professor of 
History

Ray 
VanArragon
Professor of 
Philosophy

Scott Winter
Assistant 
Professor of 
Journalism

Moderator
Christopher 
Gehrz
Professor of 
History

sources to say, “That’s fake news!” 
and get away with it because of the 
economics of journalism and because 
there isn’t as much reportage out there, 
even though the internet has been 
democratized and anybody can be a 
journalist. That means anybody can be 
a journalist without following a code of 
ethics of any kind. That’s scary.

DOAN: I talk with my students about 
how to find good information as a 
scientist and how to evaluate source 
material. One of the challenges is to 
get undergraduates to read and digest 

The 45-minute 
roundtable 

discussion was 
videotaped and 

can be viewed 
in its entirety at 

bethel.edu/news/
publications/

bethel-magazine/
seeking-truth-in-
post-truth-world

original research reports. When I 
was in graduate school, a paper was 
published where some investigators 
had succeeded in using a virus to kill 
cancer cells in a culture dish. It was 
exciting, but it couldn’t be used on a 
mouse, let alone a human. But if you 
read what got reported in USA Today, 
the New York Times, the popular 
press, it sounded like cancer would 
be cured in eight to 10 years based 
on this discovery. And no one’s heard 
about that since. Thinking about how 
the information that shows up in the 
literature gets filtered up to what we 

20 Summer 2017



see in the media is something we talk 
about pretty frequently. 

GEHRZ: The one thing that’s 
inconvenient about truth-seeking is 
that it requires patience. You have 
to live with failure, and there are 
processes that need to be followed, 
whether you’re a journalist or a 
scientist.

How much of this is new? Have 
we seen these questions at 
other times?

GEHRZ: We think of “post-truth” 
in light of the 2016 election and the 
nature of media and the internet 
right now, but in some respects these 
are very old questions. I think of the 
Gospel of John, where Jesus is being 
interrogated by Pilate. Jesus says He 
came into the world to testify to the 
truth, and Pilate says, “What is truth?”

CLARK: All the way back in the Garden 
of Eden, we have the Serpent telling 
Adam and Eve that God maybe didn’t 
tell the truth here. There’s a claim right 
at the beginning of the Bible where truth 
is called into question. Throughout the 
Old Testament, you find places where 
people with religious authority, like 
priests, are saying, “This is what God 
wants us to do.” But true prophets would 
point out that the priests were just 
[protecting] their power and trying to 
support a political agenda. The idea that 
there could be false prophets running 
alongside the true prophets raises 
the question, “OK, which one of these 
guys is speaking the truth, and how do 
I know that?” In the New Testament, 
both Peter and Paul preached about 
Jesus’ resurrection. They appealed to 
common experience, telling people, 
“You know this happened!” It was a 

that we can find. We need to make 
room for the idea that there’s a lot of 
faith involved in what we believe, so 
maybe we need to go in with a sense 
of humility when we look at the past. 
My job in history classes is to help 
students understand the complexity 
of certain things, and that good people 
come to very different answers. Things 
that seem really clear from a 2017 
perspective were not at all clear from 
an 1817 perspective, and maybe many 
of us would’ve been on the wrong 
side of many of those issues. My job 
is to try to “complicate” while also 
pointing students in the direction of 
empirical sources so that students can 
reconstruct what was going on.

What’s distinct about seeking 
truth at a Christian university?

WINTER: Everybody’s surprised 
we’re doing journalism at a Christian 
university. It seems to be at odds with 
how some see the world, because [some 
people think] the media is liberal 
and anti-God. Marshall Allen with 
ProPublica said, “I’m not a Christian 
journalist. I’m a journalist who is 
a Christian,” which allowed him to 
have a high-minded attitude about 
why he was seeking truth and who he 
was doing it for. He was doing it for 
vulnerable people. He spoke truth to 
power in a way that felt Christ-like. But 
he also thought that his faith allowed 
him to ask questions that wouldn’t 

reportable, observable, historical fact. 
There’s that kind of fact-gathering and 
interest in what really happened, and a 
sorting of who’s really speaking truth 
and who’s just trying to gain a political 
advantage. All that is in the biblical 
narrative, which is very relevant to our 
contemporary situation.

VANARRAGON: One of the unique 
things about philosophy is that we 
talk about subjects where there’s a lot 
of disagreement and it’s difficult to 
determine the truth. There’s both the 
pursuit of truth and the recognition 
of what could be said for your view, 
what could be said against it, and—
underneath it all—the recognition that 
we have to be decent to each other and 
respectful of each other’s views even 
if we disagree. Questions of right and 
wrong, about the nature of reality, are 
difficult questions. We have to realize 
that highly intelligent, highly virtuous, 
honest, decent people come to different 
answers about those questions.

KOOISTRA: I try to stay away from 
the idea that there is a capital “T” truth 

“These are 
very old 

questions. In 
the Gospel of 
John, Pilate 
asks Jesus, 

‘What is 
truth?’”
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occur to other people, which would 
allow him to get to a greater truth with 
his sources. 

KOOISTRA: I explore the dark places 
of history, and that’s informed by 
my Christian worldview. Underlying 
the exploration of the dark places 
is my sense that there is ultimate 
redemption at some point. Knowing 
about the darkness helps us to be part 
of the redemptive process. My history 
doesn’t look so different from the ways 
other historians would do it, but the 
motivation is different. 

DOAN: At its best, science can be 
used to benefit the vulnerable and the 
oppressed. You can choose to study 
things that are going to benefit those 
who are on the margins of society. We 
don’t have to look far into history to 
find examples of that—if you go back 
30-35 years, there’s interesting history 
regarding the discovery of HIV, the 
virus that causes AIDS. That example 
stands at the intersection of what you 
can accomplish scientifically and what 
society might want you to do. The 
choices you make as a scientist can 
very much demonstrate care for people 
and the environment and culture in 
ways that transcend the fact that we’re 
doing day-to-day, gritty, empirical stuff 
in the lab. 

CLARK: Jesus famously said, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life…” 
This concept of truth can often refer 
to statements we believe about the 
world. But we also use the word truth 
to talk about people, as in “he’s a true 
friend”—a loyal, authentic, real friend. 
As we look at our society with an 
amount of cynicism—especially our 
students, who have seen it all, who 
question marketing and are suspicious 
of messages they read—there’s value 

versus the type of evidence you can 
generate in the laboratory.

KOOISTRA: Right now we’re talking 
about World War I cases and the 
balance between truth and the need 
for security, and the ways in which 
censorship works in that. So we’ve been 
reading about one theorist who had a 
major impact because he talked about 
how we need to have the proliferation of 
ideas as a way of getting closer to truth, 
rather than censoring ideas because 
they’re dangerous.

WINTER: I’m the adviser of The 
Clarion, which is Bethel’s student 
newspaper. It’s supposed to be a public 
forum, and Bethel has done a really 
nice job of letting the students lead 
that themselves as an educational 
opportunity and not censoring it. But 
it hasn’t been easy. Having that kind 
of freedom has given students all 
kinds of frustrations. I’ve had editors 
come to me in tears trying to wrestle 
with these things. This year’s editor 
said that people on the left have been 
upset and had a bonfire and burned 
The Clarion, and people on the right 
have said we’ve been a liberal rag all 
year. And I said to her, “Maybe you’re 
doing something right.” As long as 
you are journalistically trying to seek 
truth, like Luke says in the first four 
verses of his Gospel—that he’s basically 
an investigative reporter telling the 
greatest story ever told—you’ll be in a 
good place. 

It’s not enough to seek truth; we 
have to become truthful. Why 
and how do we do this?

GEHRZ: My favorite research subject 
at Bethel is Carl Lundquist, who was 
president from 1954-82. In 1963, he 
wrote this: “It is not enough to know 

in the notion of being an authentic 
person. It’s true of Christ, the ultimate 
Truth, but it can be true of us.  We can 
be people who don’t just speak truth, 
but live truth as part of our character, 
our authenticity, as people of faith. 

Where do we see truth-seeking 
at Bethel?

DOAN: From a scientific perspective, 
the concept of truth-seeking runs 
through a lot of what we do. One of 
our departmental models is to embed 
research projects into the lab. Students 
are finding evidence in the literature, 
generating their own data, and 
evaluating their own data, so there’s 
a very practical sense where they’re 
learning to do empirical things in the 
laboratory. I look for areas that don’t 
have a lot of evidence that we might be 
able to bring into the lab. For example, 
there’s a strong interest in natural 
remedies, and we are exploring the 
ability of essential oils to kill human 
tumor cells. You can find all kinds of 
information in the blogosphere, but 
there’s very little scientific evidence. 
I try to get students to evaluate the 
evidence they’re finding on the internet 

“It is not 
enough to 
know that 
truth is. It 
must be 

manifested in 
its seeker.”
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that truth is. It must be manifested 
in its seeker. Truth can never remain 
an abstract, intellectual proposition 
but must become a personal, spiritual 
incarnation. It is at this point that a 
characteristic such as truthfulness is 
wedded to the pursuit of truth and that 
a school’s emphasis upon the spiritual 
contributes to its emphasis upon the 
intellectual.” Faith can’t just be this 
abstract intellectual idea. It has to be 
lived out.

KOOISTRA: We see this in history 
when we see people acting in 
congruence with a larger trend, and 
that encourages students to think 
about how we can be countercultural. 
When is [being] countercultural 
Christian, and when isn’t it? When is 
it okay to be “out of step” and realize 
that might be a better approach to 
[pursuing] what’s capital “T” truthful 
rather than what’s truthful for the 
larger world?

GEHRZ: Even if we do believe in 
capital “T” truth, we’re moving into a 
world that’s shades of gray. How do we 
function? That’s where I see us trying 
to cultivate that authenticity, that 
truthfulness, and translate this search 

for truth into lived behavior of people 
who are going to go out as salt and light 
in the world.

CLARK: We think of virtues like love 
or kindness, but there are intellectual 
virtues as well: a love of truth, a 
willingness to discipline yourself in the 
truth-seeking process so that the facts 
that go against your favorite theory are 
taken into account. You’re willing to 
allow your perspective to be subjected 
to the results of good research, and 
you’re willing to adjust your thinking 
based on what you learn. Appreciation 
for facts, willingness to listen to other 
persons offer perspectives different 
from your own—a kind of intellectual 
patience—are virtues. They’re qualities 
of excellence that characterize our 
spirit. They’re not just thoughts; 
they’re habits of thought. Even if we 
don’t teach everything a student needs 
to know, teaching them how to know 
and appreciate the truth and to be 
willing to give energy to seeking what 
is true—these habits of life will work 
in contexts that we can’t even imagine. 
Our students will still be thinking about 
truth 30 years from now, when we don’t 
even know what the questions will be in 
that era.

DOAN: We teach a lot of content, 
but the last step in the progression 
is, “We’ve learned all these factual 
things; how then do we live?” When 
we think about big issues like global 
health and climate change, how do 
these facts become things that are 
helpful to the vulnerable?

VANARRAGON: Philosophy is the 
pursuit of wisdom, which doesn’t 
always have practical implications. 
But there are some: You sharpen your 
mind. You learn to think critically 
and give the other side a fair shot. 

You recognize that the world is a 
complicated place, with complicated 
questions. The virtues of humility, 
clear thinking, and open-mindedness 
stem from that, but they aren’t the only 
reasons we study these things—it’s also 
because we want to understand. 

As Christians, why should we 
have hope that we can push 
past “post-truth” and still be 
truth-seekers in this world?

CLARK: Hope is grounded in the 
conviction that there is a bigger reality 
than the one we see around us. The 
reality of God and the reality of God’s 
story is our ultimate reason for hope. 
If we just look at the data around us, 
they’re going to be limited. The number 
of facts we can gather will not tell the 
whole story. So here we depend on the 
reality of Christ—that He really did rise 
from the dead—and that event changes 
the whole meaning of human history. If 
we just look at our surroundings, there 
are many things that give us pause. 
But we believe Jesus rose from the 
dead. That opens us up to the mystery 
of this grand story of redemption that 
God is doing in the world. Personally, 
I’ll stake my claim right there: we 
serve a risen Christ. While the world 
is more complex than we’ll ever fully 
understand, there is an ultimate reality 
that we can lean on as we live in this 
really complicated world.

Comments in this story 
were edited for length and 

clarity. Visit bethel.edu/
news/publications/bethel-

magazine/seeking-truth-in-
post-truth-world

 to view the full roundtable 
discussion.
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Shhhhhh!

Quiet 
leaders 

have 
a lot 

to say—
if we 

stop to 
listen

by Monique Kleinhuizen ’08, GS’16  
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Early in his marriage, Bethel 
University faculty member Sam 
Helgerson, a self-described “extreme 
introvert,” told his wife Kellie about 
his dream lifestyle. It involved 40 
wooded acres, a house in the middle, 
and no roads in or out. Kellie—an 
extrovert—looked him in the eye and 
said, “You’ll miss me.”

An example like this prompts a 
smile, but it also illustrates a serious 
difference in the way introverts 
and extroverts view the world and 
engage with it. More than simply 
labels for people who are outgoing 
or quiet, “extrovert” and “introvert” 
describe personalities and relational 
styles that fall on a continuum of 
engagement with self and others. 
At their most basic, introverts and 
extroverts differ in the level of 
outside stimulation they need to 
function well. 

EMBRACING PERSONALITY DIVERSITY
Traditionally, the more outgoing extrovert personality 

was valued in business and leadership, but attitudes have 
been shifting as sensitivity to diversity in all forms—
including differing personality types—increases. Susan 
Cain’s 2012 best-seller Quiet: The Power of Introverts 
in a World That Can’t Stop Talking sparked widespread 
interest for its passionate arguments supported by 
meticulous research. Charting the rise of the “extrovert 
ideal” throughout the 20th century—and how deeply it has 
permeated our culture—Cain argues that undervaluing 
introverts is a loss to all of us. 

At Bethel, where embracing diversity is a core goal, there’s 
a growing willingness to understand and honor people’s 
personality differences. One 
employee unabashedly supports 
her own personality type with 
an office poster that cheekily 
proclaims, “Introverts unite! 
Separately. In your own homes.” 
Faculty and staff—all the way 
up to Bethel’s administration—
represent a variety of points 
on the introvert-extrovert 
spectrum.

Ultimately, Sam Helgerson 
decided not to become a hermit. 
Instead, he has rather ironically 
built a successful 
career in business 
and leadership 
development. As 
program director 
of Bethel’s Master 
of Arts in Strategic 
Leadership, he’s 
developed curricula 
that help students 
discover and embrace 
their natural 
leadership tendencies 
and those of others. 
“The more I invested 
in the growth of 
other people, the less 

“Introverts  
don’t have 
many words, 
but they’re  
just as  
influential.”

Sam Helgerson
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my introversion was an issue,” Helgerson says. “You have 
to bring what God has gifted you with, because He truly 
doesn’t waste anything.”

That ethos—encouraging and embracing diverse 
leadership styles—is manifest in the personality 
assessments, one-on-one coaching, and varied classroom 
interactions that are front and center in all Bethel’s 
leadership programs. “Students identify how they’re wired 
and what they have to offer—it’s different for everyone,” 
Helgerson says. “We accept people on their own terms and 
help them grow and thrive.”

PERSONALITY IN THE CLASSROOM
Historically, the educational system itself has favored 

extroverts, with a focus on verbal interaction and 
instructor-centered sharing of knowledge. But students—
and best practices in instruction—are changing, and Bethel 
has shifted its pedagogy accordingly, creating learning 
environments that encourage different types of student 
engagement. New online tools—like Moodle, Bethel’s online 
portal for sharing course assignments and ideas—make 
it possible for all kinds of learners to engage with course 
content. In Bethel’s learning environments, leadership 
training, events, and service opportunities, the goal is to 
help people feel heard, understood, and at ease with who 
they are. 

Chris Kaiser, associate professor of business and 
economics, teaches both undergraduate and graduate 
leadership students. As someone who displays both 
introvert and extrovert tendencies depending on her 
context, she knows the importance of appreciating 
differences and encouraging engagement from diverse 
students. Bethel’s small class sizes allow her to “get to know 
the personalities in the room and decide how to deliver 
lessons,” she says. “I have a fascination with how people 
learn.” 

Both Kaiser and Helgerson rely heavily on group 
discussions, and they frequently give students a moment 
to formulate ideas before asking for a verbal response. 
Kaiser often builds syllabi around small groups that remain 
consistent for the whole term, noticing that there’s a natural 
give-and-take that happens when relationships are more 
long-term and mutual trust can be developed. Helgerson 
sees it too. “Extroverts learn to monitor themselves and 
introverts learn to step up,” he says. 

WELCOMING DIFFERENCES
The commitment to honor personality differences is on 

display campus-wide. Welcome Week, for example, has a 
decidedly high-energy tone that—while designed to build 
excitement and welcome undergraduate students with 
exuberance—can create anxiety in some. 

“We try to be respectful, cautious, and aware of students’ 
needs,” says Sara Wanous, director of student activities and 
campus engagement. She says the student hiring process—
for Welcome Week and all student leadership positions—
actively seeks out a variety of personalities and skill sets. 
“During Welcome Week especially,” Wanous explains, “it’s 
important for students to quickly identify others who are 
like them.”

From those first moments on campus, students—in 
all schools, at all levels—are encouraged to explore how 
they’ve been created and are given opportunities to 
embrace their personality types and lean into them in 
vocational contexts. Sometimes the first step in that 
process is dismantling preconceived notions. “There’s 
a culturally generated expectation that good leadership 
often has to do with charisma or extroversion,” says Mark 
McCloskey, lead faculty in Bethel Seminary’s Master 
of Arts in Transformational Leadership program. “We 
have to convince the 40-50% of students who don’t ‘fit 
the bill’ that they can lead effectively.” He says the rapidly 
changing church and corresponding explosion in the range 
of ministry opportunities have created more space for a 
variety of personalities and skill sets to thrive.

REACHING OUT OF A COMFORT ZONE
Nowhere is this more evident than in ministry 

opportunities like Bethel’s Twin Cities Outreach (TCO) 
program, led by Assistant Campus Pastor Paul Kong. TCO 
sends eight student teams to weekly sites to serve others, 

“Lead with integrity 
out of who you genuinely are.”

“Lead with integrity 
out of who you 
genuinely are.”
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most within non-dominant cultures or populations. In that 
context, Kong works to “make people feel comfortable in an 
uncomfortable situation” by setting clear expectations and 
encouraging questions and feedback. TCO has historically 
skewed toward people-centered opportunities like teaching 
and tutoring, so Kong is cognizant about increasing the 
number of serving opportunities in which a wide variety of 
students feel comfortable. 

Kong, who is Asian-American, points out that layered 
personality and cultural traits can contribute to natural 
introverted or extroverted tendencies. He says his own 
upbringing fostered introversion. “As an Asian-American...
you were taught to think before you say anything,” he 
explains. “I’ve been culturally groomed in a certain 
understanding of life and communication.” 

That cultural influence has helped him be particularly 
attentive to students’ personality types. The bottom line, 
he says, is to “celebrate who [students] are. They’re on a 
journey and often feel out of place for a variety of reasons. 
We’re here to journey with them and encourage them.”

FEW WORDS, GREAT INFLUENCE
McCloskey emphasizes a critical point: Understanding 

oneself has to come before embracing one’s unique 
strengths. From self-awareness flows the ability to utilize 
one’s gifts with strength and confidence. “Lead with 
integrity out of who you genuinely are, not trying to be 
someone else,” he says.

McCloskey cites biblical examples of quiet yet profoundly 
influential leaders. For every extrovert like Peter, there 
is an introvert like John. “Introverts are quiet in one 
sense—they don’t have many words. But they’re just as 
influential,” he says. The Corinthians saw Paul as a poor 
example of a leader because he wasn’t verbally persuasive 
or commanding. Ruth was unassuming, with no formal 
authority. Moses thought of himself as tongue-tied and 
asked God to send someone else to lead the Israelites 
out of Egypt. “But,” McCloskey points out, “they all had 
tremendous impact on people and on the story of God.” 

Introvert or Extrovert?
See where you fall on the introvert-extrovert 
spectrum. Answer each question “true” or “false” 
based on what applies to you more often than not.

1. I prefer one-on-one conversations to group 
activities.

2. I often prefer to express myself in writing.
3. I enjoy solitude.
4. I seem to care less than my peers about 

wealth, fame, and status.
5. I dislike small talk, but I enjoy talking in depth 

about topics that matter to me.
6. People tell me that I’m a good listener.
7. I’m not a big risk-taker.
8. I enjoy work that allows me to “dive in” with 

few interruptions.
9. I like to celebrate birthdays on a small scale, 

with one or two close friends or family 
members.

10. People describe me as “soft-spoken” or 
“mellow.”

11. I prefer not to show or discuss my work with 
others until it’s finished.

12. I dislike conflict.
13. I do my best work on my own.
14. I tend to think before I speak.
15. I feel drained after being out and about, even if 

I’ve enjoyed myself.
16. I often let calls go to voicemail.
17. If I had to choose, I’d prefer a weekend with 

nothing to do over one with many scheduled 
activities.

18. I don’t enjoy multitasking.
19. I can concentrate easily.
20. In classroom situations, I prefer lectures to 

interactive seminars.

Key: The more often you answered “true,” the 
more introverted you probably are. 

Quiz adapted from Quiet: The Power of Introverts 
in a World That Can’t Stop Talking by Susan Cain

Visit bethel.edu/leadership to learn more about 
Bethel’s leadership programs.
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MAKING COLLEGE 
MORE AFFORDABLE

by Whitney Bak ’15

INNOVATIVE 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

CREATE PATHWAYS 
FOR STUDENTS

Mention “college” to prospective 
students and their parents, and 
the next topic you’ll likely be 
discussing is “cost.” Rising tuition 
and student debt are ongoing 
concerns nationwide. To address 
the issue of affordability, Bethel has 
more than doubled internal financial 
aid since 2008-09. And generous 
donors have emerged as partners, 
funding innovative scholarships that 
help students navigate pathways 
through college—and beyond.

MAKING BETHEL AFFORDABLE
Donor-funded scholarships make tuition more affordable 

and help lower student debt. They can also  give students 
peace of mind about attending Bethel, or attending college 
in general. “A scholarship award can mean the difference 
between a student attending Bethel or not, or continuing at 
Bethel versus dropping out,” says Dan Wiersum, associate 
vice president for planned giving.  The experience of 
one student, Andrew, bears this out. “I wanted to attend 
Bethel…because of its outstanding community atmosphere 
and strong Christian background,” he says. “A scholarship 
immensely helped me and my family feel that Bethel would 
be affordable enough to attend.”

WHY GIVE?
Scholarship funds are gifted to Bethel for a variety of 

reasons. Some donors are motivated by loyalty to or passion 
for a specific department or group of students. Flossie 
Winquist, for example, worked in health service nursing for 
years, and funded a scholarship that assists nursing majors. 
“Bethel is a good investment,” she says. “I’m investing in 
lives that will go out into the world, and my own life will live 
on through young people.”

Other donors are alumni who benefitted from their Bethel 
education and want to help others do the same. “I appreciate 
what Bethel did for me,” says one, “and I want others to have 
the same experience.” 

And a few donors are current Bethel students. Madeline 
Koengeter ’19 serves on the student call team for Royal 
Legacy, a Bethel organization that builds community among p
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alumni and raises funds for student scholarships. She’s also a scholarship donor. 
“The mission of Royal Legacy is so close to my heart,” she says. “I gave my first 
gift as a freshman, and recommitted that gift this year. I tell other students that 
giving today makes a place for students tomorrow.”

NEW SCHOLARSHIP FOR ADULT LEARNERS
A rather unique group of donors  established the new Christian Ministries 

Scholarship, launched for the 2016-17 school year. Laura Gilbertson, program 
director for Bethel’s College of Adult & Professional Studies (CAPS) Christian 
ministries program, says she and her colleagues had long bemoaned the shortage 
of scholarships available to adult undergraduate students. “Adult learners are 
often working full time and usually have complicated life histories,” she says. 
“So we thought our students could really benefit from some financial help.”  

From this desire, and with the input and expertise of a retired CEO Gilbertson 
knew, a unique idea was born: Using the honorariums they earned for speaking 
engagements, Gilbertson and her colleagues funded a scholarship for Christian 
ministries students. Partnering with Bethel’s Office of Development, the group 
officially created the scholarship in November 2015, with plans to continue to 
build on the initial funds. In fall 2016, they awarded the first two recipients, Earl 
Miller and Samantha Heffelfinger—both adult learners with inspiring stories 
and a commitment to serving in ministry roles.  

A SECOND CHANCE
For Earl Miller CAPS’16, S’21, the Christian Ministries Scholarship 

represented more than provision to ease his financial burden. It allowed him 
to graduate. “To be honest…I had a hold on taking my final semester of classes 
because I had a balance on my student account that I couldn’t afford,” he says. 
“With help from the Christian Ministries Scholarship, I was able to graduate.” 

Earning his undergraduate degree marked a significant accomplishment for 
Miller, whose early life led him down a path that resulted in a six-year prison 
term at age 20. “Statistics reflect, within three years of release, about two-
thirds of released prisoners are rearrested,” Miller said at his December 2016 
commencement. “Today, I am beating the odds.” Now Miller is a licensed church 
elder who ministers to men in prison. “It’s given me the opportunity to go back 
behind those walls and encourage those men to be successful,” he says. 

In January 2017, Miller continued his educational journey by enrolling in Bethel 
Seminary’s Master of Divinity program—taking advantage of a Bethel-constructed 
“pathway” that allows him to carry over nine credits from the B.A. in Christian 
Ministries program. He hopes to use the degree as he pursues his calling to become 
a pastor. “My story has been turned around for the good and for the glory of God, 
and I want people to know that God is the author of this story,” Miller says. “God has 
touched a lot of people’s hearts. A lot of people believe in second chances.”

772 
students 
received 

$1.35  
million 

in donor-funded aid 
in 2015-16
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IMPOSSIBLE?
Like Miller, CAPS student Samantha Heffelfinger 

emerged from a difficult past. A survivor of sexual assault 
who struggled with alcohol and substance abuse years 
earlier, she gave birth to a stillborn son in 2012. She 
describes the nine-day delivery as one of the most painful 
processes—emotionally and physically—she has ever 
endured. But she says she didn’t go through it alone. “I 
remember the Lord giving me comfort,” she explains. “My 
mind couldn’t focus only on me. I was constantly thinking, 
‘There are other people going through the same thing, and 
they don’t have a God like I have.’” 

After that life-altering realization, Heffelfinger says 
she felt convinced of  what she would have once thought 
impossible: God wanted to use her in a ministry capacity. 
She enrolled in Bethel’s Christian ministries program, and 
was soon serving in youth ministry in her hometown of 
Duluth, Minnesota. She’s now the city life ministry director 
at Encounter, a Duluth youth organization and skate park. 
The mother of four, she’s balancing her busy schedule with 
her CAPS coursework, and hopes graduation will soon be 
on the horizon, followed by the chance to pursue a Bethel 
Seminary degree. 

INNOVATIVE FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Christian ministries is just one of many Bethel programs that have found 

innovative ways to support students financially. Many undergraduate 
departments—including physics, chemistry, theatre, and English—have found 
or funded grants and scholarship opportunities that allow them to give gift aid 
without using institutional dollars.

Some of these scholarships come from endowed funds—the yearly earnings 
from invested money—which are invaluable because they continue to generate 
funding for scholarships in perpetuity. In fact, growing the university’s 
endowment from $35 million to $250 million is the most significant way to 
make a difference for students and create a sustainable financial model for 
Bethel, says Wiersum. “Significantly growing the university’s endowment,” he 
explains, “will make a transformative Bethel education possible and affordable 
for hundreds of students.” 

Earl Miller

Samantha Heffelfinger

Unique Bethel 
Scholarships
Sodexo Act Six Endowed 
Scholarship. Funded by 
Bethel’s food service provider 
Sodexo. Supports students in 
Act Six, a full-tuition, full-need 
urban leadership program.

Holman Scholarship. Endowed 
scholarship for chemistry 
students. Gifted by renowned 
chemist Ralph T. Holman ’37 
(see p. 8). 

G. William Carlson Scholarship 
Fund. Long-standing 
scholarship renamed to honor 
G.W. Carlson ’65, professor of 
history and political science 
emeritus, who died in 2016. 
Awarded to history and political 
science students. 

Stacey Hunter Hecht 
Scholarship Fund. Supports 
students pursuing political 
science careers. Honors 
Associate Professor of Political 
Science Stacey Hunter Hecht, 
who died in 2015 (see p. 6).

Pathways Scholarships. Funded 
by business and entrepreneurial 
partners of Bethel, who 
provide financial support, 
internship opportunities, and 
job placement in specific career 
fields. In 2017, a Digital Health 
Pathway Scholarship supported 
students pursuing digital 
healthcare careers. Other 
pathways scholarships are 
currently being developed.

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

B
ar

ry
 H

o
w

e
ll

Visit bethel.edu/financial-aid to see full  
scholarship lists for all Bethel schools.

Want to fund a scholarship? Visit bethel.edu/giving/ 
creative-giving/scholarships for more information. 
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AlumNews 
“Measure our performance by what God 
accomplishes through our graduates 
after they have been prepared at Bethel 
to go out into the world to serve.”

—John Alexis Edgren, founder

Bethel Magazine  includes 
Alum News from all schools of 
Bethel University. “S” indicates 
news from Bethel Seminary 
alumni, “CAPS” indicates news 
from the College of Adult & 
Professional Studies, and “GS” 
indicates news from Graduate 
School alumni. All other news is 
from College of Arts & Sciences 
alumni.

Whi le Bethe l  s t r ives for 
accuracy in all we do, we cannot 
be responsible for the content 
of news items submitted by 
alumni. The inclusion of news 
items here should not be 
construed as an endorsement 
of their content by Bethel 
Magazine or Bethel University. 
Due to limited space, Bethel 
Magazine reserves the right to 
exercise editorial discretion in 
the publication of alumni news 
and photos.

50s
Friedhelm Radandt, who at-
tended Bethel from 1953-54 on 
a student visa from Germany, 
wrote the recently released 
The Radio Signal, a Nazi era/
World War II memoir about 
two German Baptist families—
Radandt’s own family and his 
wife’s family—told from the 
German perspective. The story 
features ordinary people who 
are followers of Jesus and in-
cludes the battle between faith 
and Nazi ideology. The book’s 
title reflects the fact that during 
World War II most people heard 
news first on the radio. 

60s
Karen (Joachim) Bolton ’69 
left retirement after five years 
to return to work as a social 
worker. She felt God calling her 
to do more around the same 
time she reconnected with a 
former employer looking for 
help, and she is happy to be 
back in a job she loves. Twin 
Valley, Minn.

70s
Stephen Winton-Henry ’71 
retired after 17 years as a hos-
pice chaplain. He will continue 
to work as a per-diem chaplain 
as he and his wife, Cynthia, 
develop a program called “The 
Dying to Live Tour and Caba-
ret,” which uses improvised 
movement, storytelling, poetry, 
quiet meditation, and reflec-
tion to support people through 
their grief and impending loss. 
Alameda, Calif. 

Laura McKnight ’73 has joined 
Jackson Lewis, P.C. in Minneap-
olis as a principal trial attorney. 
She will focus on defending em-
ployers and boards of directors 
in federal and state courts, and 
work with administrative agen-
cies on employment-related 
litigation. She was previously a 
partner at Bassford Remele in 
Minneapolis.

Wayne Pauluk ’75 ran for Hen-
nepin County Commissioner, 
District 7. He received 25% of 
the vote as the Green Party 
candidate. Maple Grove, Minn.

Dennis Kananen ’76, a business 
analyst for Harman Automotive, 
published his first novel, Wit-
tenberg Encounter, on Kindle’s 
eBook and paperback service. 
It is a work of historical fiction 
that contains several real-life 
characters, including Martin 
Luther. Brighton, Mich. 

Barbara “Bobbi” (Lamphere) 
Moomey ’76 was named the 
Estill High School Teacher of 
the Year, 2016-17. She is a Span-

ish teacher and head of the 
world languages department 
for Hampton School District 2. 
Hampton, S.C. 

Matthew Flodding ’77 is the 
director of ministerial forma-
tion at Duke Divinity School, 
Durham, N.C., and has written 
Engage: A Theological Field 
Education Toolkit to equip 
ministry students and their 
mentors as the students begin 
their ministry practice. 

James Boyer ’79 and his wife, 
Cindy, work for Wycliffe Bible 
Translators with a minority lan-
guage group, the Culina people, 
who live in the Amazon rain-
forest in Peru and Brazil. The 
Boyers’ main focus has been 
to translate the New Testament 
into the Culina language. In July 
2015 the completed translation 
was given to the Culina people. 
The Boyers request prayer that 
the church among the Culinas 
will grow and that the enemy 
will be thwarted. 

Thomas Wiese ’79 has been 
named the vice president of 
claims for The MEMIC Group 
in Portland, Maine, a work-
ers’ compensation insurance 
company. He’ll oversee Maine-
based claim services and com-
pliance as well as nationwide 
managed care services. 

80s
Mark Lattery ’88 is the author 
of Deep Learning in Introducto-
ry Physics: Exploratory Studies 
of Model Based Reasoning, part 
of the Science & Engineering 

Education Sources series from 
Information Age Publishing, 
Inc. The textbook addresses 
how students learn physics in 
a model-centered classroom 
and encourages a new way to 
teach physics and inspire stu-
dent learning. 

90s
Scott Peterson ’94 joined Cer-
tis USA, a company that manu-
factures and distributes biopes-
ticide products for agricultural, 
horticultural, and home and 
garden markets. As eastern 
regional sales director, he’ll 
manage the company’s sales 
activities east of the Rocky 
Mountains. Decorah, Iowa.

00s
Elaine Tymchak ’02 is the 
founder and executive direc-
tor of Cultivate International, 
a nonprofit organization that 
helps equip global leaders to 
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address community needs. 
More information can be found 
at www.cultivateinternational.
org. Lakeville, Minn. 

Jared Heaton ’04 served at 
First Baptist Church in Cam-
bridge, Minn., for six years as 
the senior high youth pastor. In 
fall 2016, he transitioned to lead 
pastor at Lakewood Baptist 
Church, a Converge church in 
Lakewood, N.Y. 

Terilyn (Johnston) Huntington 
’04, S’07 is assistant professor 
of political science at Mount 
Vernon Nazarene University, 
Mount Vernon, Ohio. She de-
fended her dissertation, “Ex-
posing the Clandestine: Silence 
and Voice in America’s Drone 
War” in July 2015. She lives 
with her husband Paul Johnson 
Huntington ’03 and children 
Bennett and Declan in a house 
on the national historic registry, 
built in 1868. Mount Vernon, 
Ohio. 

Bob Budahl CAPS’05 is cur-
rently on the national waiting 
list for a liver transplant. Sioux 
Falls, S.D.

Dane Hansen ’06 is an orthope-
dic surgeon at Summit Ortho-
pedics in Woodbury, Minn. He 
completed a fellowship in adult 
hip and knee reconstruction at 
Rush University in Chicago and 
will be specializing in hip and 
knee arthritis and joint replace-
ment surgery. 

Ian Lueck ’06 , a marketing 
analyst for Unity Works Media, 
showed his animated short film, 
Silverware Force, at the fifth an-
nual MinnAnimate Film Festival 
in September 2016. Burnsville, 
Minn.

Maggie (Van Zee) Combs ’07 is 
the author of Unsupermommy: 
Release Expectations, Embrace 
Imperfection, and Connect to 
God’s Superpower, released 
in April. Visit Combs’ blog at 
www.unsupermommy.com . 
Prior Lake, Minn.

Stephanie (Bridgeman) Ka-
mari ’08 is an actress and of-
ficial member of the Screen Ac-
tors Guild-American Federation 
of Television and Radio Artists. 
She appeared in the 2015 film 
Lost Time and the 2016 film 
The Pretender, and she has also 
appeared in numerous com-
mercials and television shows. 
Los Angeles, Calif.

10s
Sam Rima Jr. ’12 has been pro-
moted to technical recruiter 
by George Konik Associates, a 
Twin Cities-based engineering 
recruiting and staffing firm, 
where he’ll focus on connecting 
candidates with engineering 
and IT opportunities. He and his 
wife Sarah reside in Roseville, 
Minn. 

MARRIAGES
’01 Britta Anderson married 

Paul Rignell in January at 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Chisago City, 
Minn. They reside in Rush 
City, Minn.

’10 Kari Aukema married Mi-
chael Gorter in September. 
They reside in St. Paul, 
Minn. 

’11 Rebecca Smith married 
Zachary McCue in October 
in New Haven, Ind. They 
reside in Huntington, Ind. 

’13 Sarah Chelstrom married 
Caleb Barrett in Septem-
ber. They reside in Shore-
view, Minn. 

’13 Deanna Dvorak married 
Nathanial Youngquist in 
December. Bethel alumni in 
the wedding party includ-
ed Kelsey (Heier) Miner 
’14, Brook (MacIver) Stew-
art ’14, and Kayla (West-
erlund) Nortrup ’13. They 
reside in St. Paul, Minn. 

’14 Kjersten Swenson mar-
ried Dirk Oudman in Janu-
ary. They reside in Haslett, 
Mich.

’15 Joshua Perkins married 
Logan Knobel ’16 in Oc-
tober. Bethel alumni in the 
wedding party included 
Ben Wahlquist ’15, Kevin 
Flaherty ’15 , Ben Bjork 
’15, Erik Peterson ’15, Bub-
ba Friedlund ’14, Daniel 
Plocker ’15, Caleb Perkins 
’18, Joelle Johns ’15, Olivia 
Haggerty ’15, Emily (Gris-
wold) Moak ’14, Margaret 
Gill ’15, Greta Sowles ’15, 
and Taylor (Nelson) Coffin 
’14. The couple resides in 
Mounds View, Minn.  

BIRTHS
’97 Trygve Jameson was born 

to Kaaren (Wood) and 
Todd Swenson. He joins 
brothers Karsten, 7, and 
Caedmon, 2.

’01 Evelyn Grace was born to 
Karen and Eric Johnson, 
who attended Bethel in 
2001. She joins brother 
Jack. Wheaton, Ill. 

’02 Karl Donn was born in Oc-
tober to William and Rox-
anne (Erickson) Lorenz. 
He was welcomed by sister 
Alaina, 4, and brother Alec, 
2. Benson, Minn. 

’05 Carissa Belle was born 
to Chris and Tara (Beich) 
Anderson in December. 
She joins sisters Josie, 4, 
and Sabrina, 3. Tara taught 
third grade for 10 years and 
is now at home. Roseville, 
Minn. 

’06 Rio May was born in Sep-
tember to Laura and Ben 
Rasanen ’07. Minnetrista, 
Minn. 

’07 Garrett Karl was born to 
Courtney and Dale Eng 
’00,  GS’07  in  March . 
Grandparents include Jack 
and Debbie (Hutchings) 
Hoehl ’72. Great Falls, Va.

’09 Benjamin Anand was born 
to Michael Balonek (GS) 
and Amanda Cunningham 
in July 2016 in Kerala, South 
India, where Michael is 
working on his Ph.D. and 
the family serves overseas. 

’09  Ford Thomas was born in 
October to Mike and Krista 
(Goff) Earl. He joins sister 
Evelyn. Eden Prairie, Minn. 

’09 Melia Yena was born in July 
2016 to Kelly (Lough) and 
Alex Zabel. St. Louis Park, 
Minn.

’11 Oliver Joseph was born to 
Garrett and Jennifer Cook 
in November. Rochester, 
Minn. 

’11 Raymond was born to 
Jacqueline (Kramer) and 
Garrett Driscoll ’12 in June 
2016. He joins sister Maisen, 
2. Maplewood, Minn. 

’11 Rebekah Grace was born 
in November to Evan and 
Samantha (Sayler) Ho-
glund. Barb Hoglund, re-
tired professor of nursing, 
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is Rebekah’s grandma. Oak 
Grove, Minn.

’11 Michaela Rae was born to 
Julie (Nelson) and Chris-
topher Lilley ’10 in No-
vember. Grandpa is Daniel 
Nelson ’73, uncle is Karl 
Nelson ’05, and aunt is 
Jessica Moore ’00. Hales 
Corners, Wis. 

DEATHS
’50 William J. Wright (S’53) 

died July 21, 2016. He faith-
fully served the Lord as a 
U.S. Navy Chaplain, as an 
associate pastor of Im-
manuel Baptist Church in 
Waukegan, Ill., and as an 
interim minister with 14 
American Baptist Churches 
with his wife, Grace. He 
leaves a legacy as a dedi-
cated servant of Christ, 
loving husband, and great 
father and role model. 

S’54 Calvin Edlund, 88, died 
January 10, 2017, in hospice 
care in Meadow Vista, Calif. 
He attended Bethel Col-
lege as an undergraduate, 
lettering in football and 
tennis and singing with 
the Bethel Men’s Chorus. 
He earned an M.Div. from 
Bethel Seminary, and later 
a master’s degree and doc-
torate in the field of psy-
chology. He worked as a 
faculty member, a director 
of special education, and 
a school psychologist; he 
also authored four books. 
He filled leadership roles 
with numerous churches 
and ministry organizations, 
and actively supported 
mission work in Guate-
mala. An avid Iowa football 
fan, he also loved hiking, 
photography, books, and 
travel. He is survived by his 
wife of 63 years, Marlys ’56; 
children Juliana ’78, Gary 
’80 (Tricia), and Greg ’81 
(Amy); grandchildren Ben, 
Calvin, Eric, Paige, and 
Caleb; and sister Sue Ann 
Edlund. 

’60 Wayne Anderson, 92, died 
August 25, 2016, in hospice 
care. He is survived by his 
wife, Dorothea; children 
David, Terry, and Karen; 
and many extended family 
members. 

’61 Conrad G. Lundberg (S’65), 
78, died October 26, 2016. 
He began his education 
at Bethel College in 1957 
and graduated from Beth-
el Seminary in 1965. He 
and his wife Janice (Holz-
warth) served a number of 
churches, including Cali-
fornia Baptist Church, Cali-
fornia, Penn.; Beloit Road 
Baptist Church, West Allis, 
Wis.; Bethel Baptist Church, 
Joliet, Ill.; Grace Baptist 
Church, Waterloo, Iowa; 
and First Baptist Church, 
Marshalltown, Iowa. He 
also worked with Cam-
pus Crusade for Christ and 
served as president of the 
Joliet Ministerial Associa-
tion and on the Board of 
Overseers for the Baptist 
General Conference. Over 
the years, the Lundbergs 
were foster parents to more 
than 30 children. Conrad is 
survived by his wife of 56 
years, Janice; children Mark, 
Kristin ’86, Leah (Oscar), 
Tabitha, and James (Katie); 
and grandchildren Ashley 
(Ryan), Samantha, Elisa 
(Jacob), Anthony, Jake, Mal-
lory, and Molly.

’73 David L. Heikkila, 73, died 
September 12, 2016, from 
dementia following a sev-
en-year illness. He was 
most recently involved in 
development of theologi-
cal education in Haiti. He 
is survived by his wife Dar-
lene (Chaddock) ’74, three 
children, and 10 grandchil-
dren.

’79 David C. Laurion died sud-
denly February 4, 2017, at 
home. At Bethel, he double 
majored in Bible and psy-
chology, played football 
all four years, and served 
as a chaplain’s assistant in 
the Army Reserves. David 
served clients as a certi-

fied financial planner for 36 
years, first with IDS; then 
Raymond James Financial, 
Arden Hills, Minn.; then 
with Ameriprise Financial, 
Edina, Minn. He was presi-
dent of the local chapter 
of Kingdom Advisors and 
the Financial Planners’ As-
sociation. He served on 
advisory boards for several 
Christian organizations and 
Calvin Christian School, 
Edina, Minn. He was loved 
for his wisdom, servant’s 
heart, and great sense of 
humor. He is survived by 
his wife of 40 years, Liane 
(Schmidt) ’76; son Jona-
than (Rebekah); daughter 
Rachel ’05 and her hus-
band Adam Engebretson 
’05; three grandsons; and 
one granddaughter. Me-
morials may be directed to 
Bethel University Football.

’92 D a w n M a r i e  “ D o l l y ” 
Vaerst , 46, of Hastings, 
Minn., died December 3, 
2016, at United Hospital, 
St. Paul, after a short battle 
with cancer. She earned a 
math and teaching degree 
at Bethel and taught junior 
and senior high math in 
the St. Paul, Minn., School 
District. She enjoyed NAS-
CAR, the Dallas Cowboys, 
traveling, scrapbooking, 
muskie fishing, and being 
with her students. Most of 
all, Dolly loved her three 
nieces, Kaela, Nicole, and 
Alison. She is survived by 
her mom and dad, Con-
nie and Randy Daigle; a 

sister, Dana (Allen) Huber; 
her three nieces; grandpa 
Howard Buchman; grand-
parents Bea and Larry 
Daigle; uncle Greg Buch-
man; her special friend’s 
family, Debbie and Dave 
Morse and their children 
Christabella and Gabri-
ella; and aunts, uncles, and 
cousins Theresa Johanik, 
Joe and Mary Johanik, Paul 
and Janine Johanik, and 
Julie and Randy Johnson.

’08 Barbara Larson (CAPS) 
died March 18, 2016. She 
was employed by Be The 
Match, a national marrow 
registry organization, and 
was a bone marrow donor 
herself. She was active in 
her church and community, 
and loved her family, gar-
dening, and traveling. She 
is survived by her husband, 
Mike; daughters Kristin 
(Eric) Nierengarten, and 
Kelli (Nathaniel McNichols) 
Larson; granddaughter 
Bailey; mother Carol Lee 
Werner; sisters Linda (Kurt) 
Featherly, Cindy Werner, 
and Donna Duncombe; 
mother-in-law and father-
in-law, Bev and Gary Lar-
son; brother-in-law Mark 
Larson; nieces, nephews, 
relatives, and friends.

  Seth Stuart Parent, age 41, 
died unexpectedly August 
4, 2016, while on vacation 
with his parents. He is sur-
vived by his parents, Marcia 
and Calvin Parent ’69, and 
his beloved sister Ashley 
(Parent) Grinnell ’00. 
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“I am more hungry for knowledge 

and wisdom because of going 

on this trip and learning about 

my deficiencies. And I think being hungry for 

knowledge and learning is one of the greatest 

callings of a student. I’m glad I didn’t come back 

from this trip satisfied. I came back from this trip 

hungry. And I think that will make me a better 

journalist. I think it’ll make me a better student. 

I think it will make me a better human.”

JOURNALISM MAJOR ABBY PETERSEN ’18 AND 14 OTHER 
BETHEL STUDENTS SPENT JANUARY 2017 IN ANTIGUA, 
GUATEMALA, WHERE THEY PARTNERED WITH STUDENTS 
FROM MICHAEL POLYANI COLLEGE IN GUATEMALA CITY 
TO CREATE TEXTURA, AN ONGOING INTERNATIONAL 
STORYTELLING PROJECT. 

Visit bethel.edu/news/articles/2017/may/textura 
to read more, and to find a link to the Textura website.


