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Once a quiet coastal town 
with a strong Viking history, 
it transformed into a bustling 
city with the discovery of oil 
in 1969. The well-preserved 
old town is home to northern 
Europe’s largest collection 
of wooden houses, a few of 
which are painted shades of 
lavender, hot pink, lime green 
and yellow. The city is a vibrant 
cultural hub. A surprising 
amount of street art, where 
artists from different countries 
have adorned the outside 
walls of buildings, as well as 
local buses, can be found in 
certain districts. More than 30 
annual festivals take place in 
Stavanger, including the world’s 
leading street art festival, 
Nuart, and Scandinavia’s 
biggest food festival, Gladmat. 

A city of natural highs, 
Stavanger is the ideal 
starting point for exploring 
Preikestolen (Pulpit Rock) and 
Lysefjorden. Just southwest 
of the city, along Jæren coast, 
are some of Norway’s longest 
sandy beaches. From historic 
settlements to charming cafes 
and breathtaking natural 
beauty, Stavanger is a traveler’s 
dream destination. 
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The historic area of Gamle Stavanger 
is one of the most picturesque areas of 
the city — boasting 173 white wooden 
houses from the late 18th and early 
19th centuries, cobblestone streets, 
craft boutiques and galleries. It’s home 
to the largest surviving wooden house 
settlement in northern Europe. Wharf 
houses, maritime buildings from the late 
18th-early 19th centuries and once used 
for salting herring, are now home to 
restaurants, offices and apartments.  

Stroll down Øvre Holmegate, a 
colorful street known as Stavanger’s 
“Notting Hill,” where houses are 
painted in bright hues. You’ll find 
charming cafes, shops and pubs. 

To learn about Norway’s oil history, 
check out the Norsk Oljemuseum. 
Interactive exhibits show how oil and 
gas were formed millions of years ago, 
and how oil transformed Norwegian 
society. The museum also has a replica 
of an offshore oil rig, a 3D film on oil 
and gas and activities for kids.

The Museum of Archaeology is 
home to the world’s oldest polar bear 
skeleton (10,600 years old!) dating 
back to the time when humans first 
settled in the Stavanger region. You’ll 
also find skeletons from the Stone and 
Viking Ages. Norway’s only Iron Age 
Farm at Jernaldergården, about two 
miles from the city center, features 
three reconstructed farm houses built 
circa 350-550 AD. Visitors can meet 
costumed actors and sample food 
cooked in the original fireplaces.

The Norsk Barnemuseum traces 
the cultural history of childhood over 
the past 900 years through toys, films, 
activities and quizzes. Learn about the 
daily life of a typical 10-year-old in the 
Middle Ages and play games from the 
Stone Age.

If you’re looking to see some cool 
street art, head to the city’s Storhaug 
district in east Stavanger. Tou Scene is a 
contemporary cultural center and artist 
studio complex in an ex-brewery in 
Storhaug.

Preikestolen, the iconic 1,981-foot 
cliff in the Lysefjord, is a three-hour 
round-trip boat cruise from Stavanger. 
The journey passes by majestic 
waterfalls, islands, farms and wildlife. 
Some tours include a mountain hike; 
while it’s one of Norway’s most 
spectacular sites, it’s not for the faint-
hearted. Tours and hikes to Kjerag, 
a 3,000-foot peak where a boulder 
is wedged between two cliffs in the 
Lysefjord, are also offered.      

Sverd i fjell (Swords in Rock), a 
monument of three tall swords in 
Hafrsfjord marking the spot where a 
battle in 872 united Norway into one 
kingdom, is a 10-minute bus ride from 
the city center. 

Situated on the harbor front, Clarion 
Collection Hotel Skagen Brygge, has a 
prime location near Old Stavanger and 
the city’s shops and cafes. Radisson Blu 
Royal Hotel in Stavanger’s city center 
is an upscale oasis. The Atrium offers 
a lounge atmosphere, while 26 North 
restaurant and social club has a menu 
inspired by Nordic ingredients. Unwind 
at the hotel’s Royal Spa, which has a 
fitness room, pool, sauna and Jacuzzi. 

The children’s playroom with games, 
toys and films make Scandic Stavanger 
City a perfect home base for families. It’s 
a short walk from shops, sightseeing and 
the ferry to Preikestolen. The Radisson 
Blu Atlantic Hotel, next to Lake 
Breiavatnet, offers fjord, mountain and 
city views from its top-floor gym and 
sauna. It re-opens in November 2017 
after a year-long renovation.

(Clockwise 
 from top)  
Norsk 
Oljemuseum,  
Sverd i fjelle 
monument,  
Tou Scene and 
views high atop 
Mount Kjerag.
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One of Scandinavia’s biggest 
food festivals draws up to 
250,000 people each year. 
Check out food stalls from 
restaurants, food producers 
and bars throughout the 
Stavanger region, which 
showcase both traditional 
and new products. Some 
restaurants have special 
Gladmat menus. gladmat.no

 
 

Stavanger’s premier classical 
music festival takes place at 
various venues in and near 
the city, including Stavanger 
Domkirke, the 12th-century 
stone cathedral, and Stavanger 
Concert Hall. Some events  
are free. icmf.no

This street art festival features 
an exhibit of artists from 
different countries at Tou 
Scene, a cultural center in 
east Stavanger, plus free talks 
and workshops by artists and 
academics. nuartfestival.no

The Stavanger International 
Festival of Literature and 
Freedom of Speech features 
writers from around the world 
in talks, readings and debates, 
plus a children’s program 
and documentary films. Past 
speakers have included Nadine 
Gordimer and Russell Banks. 
stavanger-kulturhus.no/kapittel 

Fish & Cow is a modern brasserie 
serving fresh seafood and meat, 
including halibut, mussels, King crab, 
spare ribs and burgers. Located on the 
city square, it has a big wine and beer 
selection. Its owner also owns Tango, 
a waterfront restaurant with a rooftop 
terrace, which serves a set menu of 
five to eight servings and lunch on 
Saturday.

 Award-winning chef Sven Erik 
Renaa runs the premier restaurant, 
RE-NAA, in Stavanger. The restaurant 
earned a Michelin star for the 
exquisite 20-course dinners the chef/
co-owner prepares for 21 guests 
in an old timber house, featuring 
his Nordic take on modern French 
cooking. Its sister bistro, Matbaren 
is located in the same building and is 
a casual, urban bistro open for lunch 
and dinner. Across the street, Renaa: 
Xpress serves up artisanal pizza and 
baked goods. 

Located in a former boathouse on 
the harbor, N.B. Sørensen serves fare 
inspired by port cities New York and 
New Orleans: Cajun seafood pasta, 
bread pudding, New York strip and 
cheesecake. Upstairs is the upscale 
Annen Etage, which serves a set menu 
with hundreds of wine choices.

At Bevaremegvel Bar & Restaurant, 
sit in the front near the windows for 
views of the historic city streets and a 
casual vibe or head to the back for a 
fine-dining atmosphere. It serves up 
fish soup, steak and other classics for 
lunch and dinner.  
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