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A s far as tropical islands go, Bimini is about as laid-back as they

come. There are no tacky souvenir shops; no belly-flop contests at

the hotel pool; no local vendors bothering you on the beach. In fact,

there is barely anyone on the beach at all. And that’s exactly the point.

This little gem of an island— two islands
actually, North Bimini and South Bimini,
along with several smaller cays — is a place
to truly unwind, unplug and enjoy activities
such as snorkeling, swimming with sting-
rays or biking along its sleepy roads.
Sevenmiles long, 700 feetwide andboast-

ing a year-round population of fewer than
2,000people, Bimini—oneof theBahamian
“Out Islands” — is only 50miles off the coast
of Florida,making it an especially easy jaunt
from the Sunshine State.
But with newly-launched direct flights

from Newark via Elite Airways, sun-seekers
from the Northeast can also get to this trop-
ical paradise inexpensively and quickly (in
two hours and 20 minutes, to be precise).
The airline is currently running a special
three-night package from Newark, includ-
ing hotel and airfare that begins at $889 per
person and includes a daily breakfast and
other perks.
Landing at the tiny airport in South

Bimini on a recent Thursday — the day that
Elite flies there weekly — we were shut-
tled by van to a nearby boat dock and then
transported by high-speed ferry to the
more populated and tourist-friendly North
Bimini. Arriving on the dock of the island’s
only major resort, the Hilton Resorts World
Bimini, wewere immediately transported to
an oasis of fun and relaxation.
Resorts World Bimini, which opened its

300-plus room hotel in 2016, is pretty much
the only “American style” hotel on the island
— meaning modern and spacious rooms,
a multi-use lobby complete with a bar and
several restaurants, a casino and three spar-
kling swimming pools. While there are a
few other hotels in North Bimini to choose
room, Resorts World has obviously become
a “game-changer” for this tiny island, draw-
ing hundreds of guests on any given week-
end— ranging from honeymooners to deep-
sea fishermen to families. (It’s home to the
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For years, Nicole Lannutti
would sit at the desk of her
corporate job, daydreaming
of “making pretty things all
day.”
Despite her success-

ful career, deskwork kept
her hands too clean and
early-morning meetings
weren’t too pretty.
Finally, the itch to create

became unscratchable and
she chose to start the busi-
ness of her daydreams.
On Sept. 9, Lannutti will

open the Craft Room — a
place where crafters can

gather to learn how to create
the fun, functional pieces of
their DIY dreams.
“I decided that I wanted

to give kids and adults an
outlet to be creative,” she
said, in the empty room that
she envisions full of work-
benches, people and freshly
choppedwood.
Located on Hurffville

Crosskeys Road, across
from Washington Town-
ship High School, the indus-
trial inspired workstation
will offer an ever-changing
schedule of projects to bring
out the DIY in anyone.
The Craft Room will pro-

vide all of the instructions,

guidance and materials to
create a unique piece. The
shop will feature a variety
of workshops and classes
each day, offering seasonal
inspired activities, date
nights and themenights.
Guests can also book pri-

vate parties or participate in
the shop’s Create andDonate
program, where local orga-
nizations can host parties
and receive 10 percent of the
profit.
The space will also par-

tially house her other busi-
ness, Made of Paper, which
she launched in 2014 to cre-
ate customized invitations

WASHINGTON TWP.

Woman’s DIY daydreams come true with Craft Room
Nicole
Lannutti is
seen holding
her child
inside the
building that
will become
the Craft
Room.
Kelley Davis/
For South
Jersey Times

The lobby of themodernResortsWorld features a reception deskwith a bar on its reverse
side—one ofmanyunique design elements. Photo courtesy of Hilton ResortsWorld

“TheGallant Lady” is a haunting tableau on the coast of Bimini. It ran ashore in 1997 during a hurricane, and todaymakes for a unique photo opportunity. Nicole Pensiero

Beauty of BiminiBeauty of BiminiBeauty of Bimini

SEE TRAVEL, B6

SEE BUSINESS, B6

TECNAVIA

 [CROPPDFINORIG]
crop = 25 25 25 25




largestmarina in the Baha-
mas, offering 280 boat
slips).
My knowledge of Bimini

before my recent visit was
limited to only a few facts:
This was a place where
famed writer Ernest Hem-
ingway lived (and enjoyed
a lot of deep-sea fishing)
in the mid-1930s. It is also
the site where, 30 years
ago, a presidential hopeful
namedGaryHart posed for
a photo with his then-mis-
tress on a yacht aptly called
the “Monkey Business,”
and watched his political
career crumble. (For those
readers too young to recall
this particular political
scandal, there’s a movie in
theworks titled “TheFront-
runner,” with Hugh Jack-
man portrayingHart.)
After visiting Bimini, I

can understand why Hem-
ingway wanted to stick
around a while — and why
Hart mistakenly thought
he could avoid publicity
by going there. There’s a
decidedly sleepy vibe, so
if you’re seeking glittery
nightclubs, this may not be
your place. But if you’re in
search of a charming island
getaway with fun activities
to enjoy, Bimini might be
just the ticket.
Here are somehighlights

of our three-day visit:
Bicycling around the

island.We got acquainted
with Bimini on our first full
day via bicycles. (Golf carts
are another popular means
of transportation and are
available to rent in several
locations). We picked them
up at our resort for the bar-
gain price of $20per person
(for a full 24 hours, should
you wish to enjoy more
than one day on a bike). We
found that pedaling along
at a leisurely pace—nohel-
mets — was fun and easy.
Plus, it gave us a chance
to stop and swim at vari-

ous beautiful beaches along
the way, including the pop-
ular section of three contin-
uous beaches referred to as
Radio Beach, Blister Beach
and Spook Hill Beach. We
also had a chance to check
out a shipwreck that’s cus-
tom-made for a great photo.
Twenty years ago, the “Gal-
lant Lady” smashed into
the shore during Hurricane
Mitch. After being aban-
doned, the salt air and sea
water took its toll, and now
what is left of the ship’s hull
is a haven for sea life. It’s a
dramatic sight indeed, so
have your camera ready if
you stop there.
Visiting the Dolphin

House. Built by island his-
torian Ashley Saunders —
brother of another local
celebrity, boat maker Ansil
Saunders — this colorful
home is a unique structure
of shells, sea glass and bro-
ken tiles. A combination
work-in-progress and labor
of love, the Dolphin House
is a not-to-be-missed experi-
ence, offering some amazing
views from its roof.
Experiencingasnorkel-

ing/stingray adventure.
We had a fantastic excur-
sion to a shipwreck, coupled
with a visit to a beach that’s

extremely popular with
stingrays. Booked through
Bimini Undersea, located
on site at Resort World, this
half-day outing was a high-
light of our stay. Named
one of the Top 10 Snorkel
Destinations in the Carib-
bean by the Travel Chan-
nel, Bimini is a snorkeler’s
delight and we loved check-
ing out the SS Sapona, a con-
crete-hulled cargo steamer
that ran aground during a
1926 hurricane. A popular
dive and snorkeling loca-
tion, this rusted wonder
played a prominent part in
Ian Fleming’s James Bond
novel “Thunderball.” After
our visit to the Sapona, it
was a short boat ride away to
HoneymoonHarbour,which
is teeming with friendly,
large stingrays. Most vis-
itors, in fact, are there to
interact with the stingrays,
which can be fed by hand.
(I skipped that part, but did
get into the water with them
— there were dozens, as well
as a couple of non-aggressive
nurse sharks).
Enjoying some great

meals. We had an array of
culinary delights to expe-
rience, at Resorts World
and offsite. The hotel has
a choice of 10 restaurants,

bars and cafés to choose
from. The largest restaurant,
the Tides, has an expan-
sive breakfast buffet and a
diverse dinner menu. We
also enjoyed a night of sushi
and other Asian food at the
hotel’s sushi bar. Resorts
World’s fifth-floor infinity
pool area has another pop-
ular eatery called Monkey
Business (there’s that name
again!). We also enjoyed an
evening of outdoor dining at
the famed Bimini Big Game
Club’s Bar andGrill.
Savoring some spa

time. I had to wind down
on this whirlwind jaunt
with a relaxing massage at
the resort’s elegant Serenity
Spa, which offers everything
from bodywork to facials,
manicures and pedicures.
While beautiful Bimini

makes the relatively small
Bahamian capital of Nassau
look like a major metropolis,
it was the perfect long-week-
end getaway.
For more information,

visit: bahamas.com/islands/
bimini. Information about
the Hilton Bimini Resorts
World can be found at
rwbimini.com.

Nicole Pensiero is a South
Jersey freelancewriter.

and event planning for
brides and other events.
Lannutti first ventured

into the DIY business after
getting laid off in 2014. Fol-
lowing a series of disap-
pointing interviews, she
decided to stay home with
her newborn daughter and
began crafting invitations.
The side gig blossomed into
a business and now she’s
excited to start another.
For Lannutti, the Craft

Room is about bringing
friends together to share
in the excitement of a new
project andmaybe a glass of
wine.
The projects aren’t about

copying the sample or
achieving perfection, but
about customizing each cre-
ation to flaunt the creator’s
personality and unique
twist.
Lannutti encourages

crafters to carve their own
path,where detours arewel-
come.
However, the space isn’t

just for artistic types.
“No matter who you

are or what you do, you’ll
be able to find something
here to do. You don’t have
to be artsy, you don’t have
to be crafty, you don’t have
to have any type of experi-
ence,” Lannutti said.
“Anybody can do some-

thing, even if you don’t
think you can do it. With a
little guidance and some
tools, you can make some-
thing to be proud of.”
Plus, “hammering nails

into something is very ther-
apeutic,” she said with a
laugh.
Owning her own busi-

ness allows Lannutti to
gather all of her loves in one
place — her friends, family
and passion for crafting.
“This is home,” she said

of her friends and family
in Washington Township.
That’s how she wants the
Craft Room to feel, too.

The space will be filled
with the little pieces and
people of her life, she said.
“It won’t be unusual

for my mom to pop in, or
for my wild toddler to run
around” or see her snug-
gly 14-month-old, she said.
Her husband and “shop elf,”
Steve Cora, will be in and
out, cutting wood for activ-
ities.
“It ’s always a family

thingwithus and it keepsus
all together. Everybody gets
their hands in,” said Lan-
nutti’s mother, Maria Lan-
nutti.

Her daughter’s idea to
start the Craft Room didn’t
surprise her.
Since Lannutti was a kid,

“She was this kind of cre-
ative person — she never
played with dolls, she was
in the garage with my hus-
band, making things. She
had to be a hands on person
to be happy,” Maria Lan-
nutti said.
Now that her daugh-

ter can do what she loves,
“She’ll never work again.
This is her path.”
As Lannutti sits in a

room littered with power
tools and building supplies
speckled with spackle, she
looked to thewalls and said,
“I’m literally building my
dreams.”
Finally, she can spend all

day “making pretty things,”
and inspiring others to
make them, too.
For more information,

visit craftroomtwp.com its
Facebook page.
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“Iwanted to
give kids and
adults an
outlet to be
creative.”
Nicole Lannutti, proprietor
of the Craft Room in
Washington Township
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Bimini is known for its crystal-clearwater, called “Bimini blue” by the locals. Nicole Pensiero
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Six SOUTH JERSEY Area Medical Centers

Care Is Around the Corner

Convenient, cost-effective urgent and primary care.
Open 365 days a year, 8 am to 10 pm, including
weekends and all holidays.

• Walk-in, no appointment necessary
• Physician always on-site
• Primary care available for patients who do not have a

regular physician
• Wide range of on-site labs, always a lab tech on duty
• All routine x-rays on-site including chest x-rays; every x-ray

over-read by a radiologist
• Prescription drugs on-site, regular prescription insurance accepted
• 73 locations in the mid-Atlantic region
• Most major insurance plans accepted — your claims filed for you
• Less costly than the ER — we routinely care for more than 60% of

the diagnoses seen at the ER at one-third the cost

$10 Gift Card
with your paid subscription
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Convenient Print Delivery
PLUS Unlimited Digital Access
Order today on Easy Pay and receive a

Order online today at sjtoffers.com
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