
Tuscan

A restored medieval village in the hills of Tuscany, 
Il Borro is owned by the Ferragamo family and is the 

place to go for bespoke artisan products

Words: Antonia Windsor
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We now need to heat the silver to make 
it pliable,” says Massimo Sacchetti, 

carefully holding a ring of silver over a flame 
before hammering it flat to make a setting 
for a pendant. We are in a chaotic jeweller’s 
workshop called Oro Del Borro in a medieval 
Tuscan townhouse where Massimo and his 
business partner David Lazzerini make bespoke 
jewellery for high-profile clients. “People Whats 
App me their design ideas,” says Massimo. “We 
have a bit of to and fro, then they come and we 
work out the final details.” He shows me the 
picture of a men’s diamond ring worked in an 
intricate gold setting rendered in black and 
another of a copy of medieval marriage rings 
that he recreated for a client who was coming to  
get married.

This isn’t just an isolated jewellery workshop. 
This is part of an artisan craftsman community 
in the beautifully restored hilltop village Il Borro, 
which is also a Relais & Châteaux resort. Along 
the cobbled lanes you’ll also find a shoemaker, a 
milliner, a potter and a painter. Each of them is 
making and selling work on site and you can join 
them in a two-hour workshop to make your own 
bespoke item as part of your stay here. 

Although the village is nearly 1,000 years old, the 
presence of the artisans is a recent phenomenon. 
The pretty pink-stoned village and surrounding 
villas and farmland was purchased in 1993 by 
Ferruccio Ferragamo, son of the famous Florentine 

shoemaker Salvatore Ferragamo who made shoes 
for the likes of Judy Garland and Marilyn Monroe. 
Although it had been previously owned by some 
of the Europe’s grandest families, including 
the Medicis in 18th century, the Hohenlohe-
Waldenburgs in the 19th century and the house 
of Savoy-Aosta in 20th century, when it passed to 
the Ferragamo family it was in a sorry state. 

“This has been an amazing experience because 
we started from scratch,” explains Salvatore 
Ferragamo, Ferruccio’s son and his grandfather’s 
namesake. “The medieval village was completely 
abandoned, the villa was destroyed, the farming 
needed to be completely redone.” 

They embarked on a painstaking and 
expensive restoration of all areas of the estate, 
restoring the village one property at a time and 
transforming the interiors of several of the houses 
into luxurious suites so that guests can now stay 
in the heart of the old hamlet. The introduction 
of skilled artisans to the area was an attempt to 
retain the authenticity. 

“My father and I  said let’s not turn it into Disney 
World, let’s give it an element of authenticity,” says 
Salvatore, who is passionate about getting every 
aspect of the estate just right. “Tuscany is so rich 
in artisans so we made an agreement; we offered 
the stores for free in return for a commitment 
that they open all the time, because we are in the 
business of hospitality and we need to be open. 
They agreed, they liked the concept.” »
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Il Borro, which is high in the Tuscan hills 12  
miles from Arezzo and 30 miles from Florence, 
has its own private airstrip and you can land 
here in a small aircraft or helicopter. It is not 
just a luxurious place to stay, but a working 
wine estate which also produces olive oil and 
organic vegetables to serve at the tables of its 
Tuscan Bistro and fine-dining Osteria del Borro. 
The wine production is completely organic and 
Salvatore is experimenting with biodynamic 
production, which involves ploughing the 
vineyard with horse-drawn carts and picking and 
pruning according to the lunar cycles.

The art and wine tour is one of the most 
popular activities for guests staying here. It 
involves a view of Ferruccio’s private collection 
of wine-themed paintings and etchings – among 
which are works by Rubens, Rembrandt, Goya, 
Manet, Picasso and Warhol – followed by a walk 
through the cellars and a tasting of the different 
wines produced from the 45 hectares of vineyard. 
The aromatic Chardonnay Lamelle is perfect for 
drinking on the terrace on a sunny afternoon, 
while the classic Il Borro, which is 50% merlot, 
35% cabernet, 10% syrah and 5% petit verdot, is 
ideal paired with steak or tomato pasta. 

The wine is for sale in a little shop called La 
Bottega along with some choice items from the 
Ferragamo fashion label. Another shop, situated 

behind the impressive infinity pool with views 
over the valley, is run by Salvatore’s sister Vivia 
and includes some of her own clothes alongside 
carefully selected items that she loves, including 
a selection of Santa Maria Novella fragrances, 
Ferragamo baby shoes and Siyu swimsuits. 
Viva’s clothes are loved by Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Kylie Minogue and I couldn’t resist a reasonably 
priced cotton shift dress, which was perfect for 
the Tuscan summer weather. If you want a wider 
selection of Italian fashion, then the resort will 
arrange a shopping trip for you to the nearby 
luxury brand outlets.

Back at the jewellers, Massimo is adding the 
final touches to the pendant I have helped him 
create. “Do you want me to add an inscription?” 
he asks before carefully engraving my daughter’s 
name in serif script. As he finishes, I remember 
there is a tiny diamond missing from my 
engagement ring. I show him. “Do you think you 
could replace this with a coloured stone?” I ask. 
“How about a sapphire?” he suggests, pulling 
out a tray of precious stones at about the right 
diameter for my ring. Within minutes he has set 
the stone and restored the somewhat bent gold 
to a perfectly round ring. I take a card. I now know 
where to come if another item of my jewellery 
collection needs fixing. It’ll be a good excuse to 
return to this unique resort. 

At Meridian, we are experts in crafting and delivering innovative, 
elegant, high performance audio visual solutions. With over 300 
industry awards and accolades to our name, we know a thing 
or two about authentic performance, so if you’re looking for a 
totally immersive audio visual experience, then look no further. 
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