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FUNDRAISING

Stars’ secret scribbles set to 
go under hammer for hospice
westkent@kosmedia.co.uk

By Sian Elvin

A HOST of top stars have created original pieces 
of art for a special exhibition and auction at the 
Brew House Hotel in October.

The ‘secret scribbles’ will form the backbone of 
Lyrical Journeys, with each piece of work based 
on their favourite song.

Among those who have contributed works in-
clude Queen guitarist Brian May, The Who lead 
singer Roger Daltrey, fashion designer Karen 
Millen, TV presenter Carol Voderman, Private 
Eye editor Ian Hislop, and TV and radio leg-
end Sir Terry Wogan.

The exhibition at the Tunbridge 
Wells hotel will raise money for Pem-
bury’s Hospice in the Weald. Dragons’ 
Den star Guy Portelli, from Sevenoaks, fa-
mous for his pop icon work, will host the 
event which takes place on October 7.

After giving people the chance to view 
the works, there will be the opportunity to bid 
to buy a piece – signed by the artist. It will be a 
silent auction, which means the identity of the 
artist of each piece will only be revealed once the 
sale has been completed.

The art has been created using any draw-
ing material the celebrity artist wanted to use 

and is applied to a special mini canvas.
Rachel Holweger, fundraising director for the 

hospice, said; “We have been so excited by the 
response from well known artists and celebri-
ties who have risen to the call to create a ‘secret 
scribble’. There is some fantastic and highly 
original art flooding in for the event. 

“The really exciting element is that anyone 
has the chance to bid for and own a wonderful 
little piece of art, which will be a true one-off, 
signed by the artist, whilst the identity of the art-

ist will remain top secret until after the auc-
tion. Their identity will only be revealed 
when the bidding comes to a close, so 

you could end up with a picture from a TV 
star, top artist or pop legend.”

The Hospice in the Weald provides 
specialist palliative care advice and clini-
cal support for people with life limiting 

illness, their family and the bereaved. 
It requires £5million a year to fund its 
services – the bulk of which must come 

from fundraising. The event is sponsored 
by Evernden Interiors of Cranbrook and 

marketed by WAC PR & Marketing.
There is still time for stars or professional art-

ists to add to the collection. For more details con-
tact Phillippa James on 01892 820527 or email 
philippa.james@hospiceintheweald.org.uk.

SECRET ART: Rachel Holweger with some of 
the many striking pieces created by celebrities
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Tackling bad behaviour 
MOVES have been made to tackle anti-social be-
haviour in the St James’ area of Tunbridge Wells 
after complaints from residents of loud music 
being played at inappropriate times, groups of 
young people drinking, littering and rows.

Town and Country Housing Group organised a 
mobile police station for the area last Thursday.

Cllr Ben Chapelard said: “I think it was good to 
see all these agencies working together.”

Overnight challenge
OFF-ROAD cyclists and challenge-lovers have 
been urged to take part in the British Heart 
Foundation’s Insomnia overnight event at 
Bedgebury Pinetum.

The eight-mile, 12-hour, forest trail starts at 
8pm on September 17. The BHF, which is host-
ing the ride along with the Bedgebury Boars Cy-
cling Club, said the challenge was to complete 
as many laps as possible in the time. For details 
call 0808 100 2109 or email eastevents@bhf.org.
uk or visit bhf.org.uk/bedgeburynightchallenge. 

Outdoor activities
A MINI beast discovery afternoon takes place at 
Haysden Country Park on Sunday, with pond-
dipping on Wednesday.

Both free events have been organised by 
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council and the 
Medway Valley Countryside Partnership. 

They will run from 2pm but places must be 
booked in advance by calling 01622 683695. 

 Haysden wins Green Flag. See page 9.

TRAFFIC

‘No imagination’ shown as North 
Farm traffi c chaos set to continue
KENT Highways has been ac-
cused of having “no hope or 
imagination” when it comes to 
solving the traffic congestion 
problems at North Farm.

It is thought that some 
20,000 residents and visitors 
are affected by the regular jams 
at the busy Tunbridge Wells in-
dustrial estate.

The opening of the popu-
lar Marks & Spencer and John 
Lewis stores has exacerbated 
the problem, and with the 
long-awaited A21 dualling 
scheme on hold once again due 
to Government spending cuts, 
misery for motorists looks set to 
continue for years to come. 

Tunbridge Wells borough 
councillors who represent the 
surrounding wards of Sher-
wood, High Brooms, Southbor-
ough and St John’s, believe they 
have a short-term solution that 
could ease the gridlock in time 
for the pre-Christmas rush.

But there is growing frustra-
tion that Kent County Council, 
which is responsible for high-
ways, is reluctant to take any 
immediate action. 

A working group chaired 
by Tunbridge Wells MP Greg 
Clark and including members 
of the borough council, Kent 
Highways and business rep-
resentatives, met earlier this 

month to discuss ways to ease 
congestion at the estate. 

Bob Backhouse, a borough 
council member for Sherwood, 
said: “Many of us had high 
hopes of a frank and informa-
tive discussion. Foremost in our 
minds was the need to accom-
modate high levels of Christ-
mas traffic. Consequently we 
were looking for a short-term 
‘tide-us-over’ solution as well 
as a longer ranging solution.

“Cllr Colin Bothwell [High 
Brooms and Southborough] 
has had a scheme – a circular 
route within the area. 

“It would stop the right hand 
turns which are a major cause 
of back-up traffic and would be 
simple to install on a temporary 
basis with temporary signage 
and covering lights. 

“This was rejected by the ‘ex-
pert’ hired by KCC Highways as 

too expensive. But his projected 
solutions will be very expensive 
and will not help this year’s 
pre-Christmas congestion. 

“We all left without anything 
new; just confirming that it is 
dire, which we know, and they 
have no hope or imagination at 
highways to solve the conun-
drum in the next few years.”

A report on different options 
to tackle congestion at North 
Farm based on a study commis-
sioned by the borough council 
and KCC is due to be published 
in early August. 

MP Mr Clark added: “Some 
short-term actions have been 
identified, which I hope can be 
implemented soon.”

A joint statement from KCC 
and the borough council said 
the idea of a one-way system 
would be looked at as part of a 
medium-term solution.  
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BUSY: Traffic particularly builds up in the run up to Christmas


