
PAINTING:
A NEW LOOK FOR YOUR SPACE

Temperatures are climbing. You’re ready to 
give your home a change. Putting a fresh coat of paint on the walls 
can instantly brighten your living spaces and increase your home’s 
market value. It’s also one of the least expensive renovations you 
can do. But, who wants to stay inside when the weather’s great? 
The good news is you don’t have to. 

Sure, if you don’t mind a few paint runs here and there and have 
some extra time on your hands, you might consider doing it 
yourself. But, if you want a top-notch job and can’t be bothered 
with the mess, a professional is your best bet. Tru Dutch Painting’s 
Roger Vanbraeden admits, “Painting isn’t rocket science, but I get 
a lot of people who tell me they’ve tried it once and they’ll never do 
it again. They see their mistakes and are disappointed.”

Think you can’t afford a 
professional painter? You can. 
Create a cost comparison 
between doing it yourself and 
hiring a pro. “Most of the time, 
it’s the same,” Roger says. “If 
you paint, you’ll be buying all 
of your supplies at retail 
prices.” The best paint to use, 
according to him, comes 
directly from a paint store. 

Also, calculate your own expected hours of labour. How much is 
your time worth? “Put that cost up against a quote and it will likely 
be similar.” Most local painting companies offer free estimates, too.

Be forewarned: the highest-priced company might not be the best 
one. Roger’s advice? Choose the middle man. “If you get three 
quotes for $1,000, one for $5,000, and another for $200, there’s a 
reason for it. They might not know what they’re doing. So, go with 
the middle quote.” 
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It’s also important to trust the company you hire. Ask around. If 
your friends and family felt comfortable with the business they 
used, chances are you will too. Roger recommends going with 
experienced companies that have good customer referrals and 
also asking about warranty services. He offers touch ups to Tru 
Dutch Painting’s customers even after the job is done.

Ready to choose a colour but not sure where to start? Roger does 
colour consultations and also works with interior designers. If you 
just want to add a little colour, he suggests creating a feature wall 
and keeping the rest of the room neutral. “That way, when the 
colour goes out of style and you want it re-painted, you only have to 
update one or two walls, not your whole house.” Don’t be afraid to 
use a dark colour, either. It’s true that a dark colour can make your 
space look smaller, but if it’s only on one wall, it can actually make 
the rest of the room look larger. If you have plans to sell your home, 
Roger says basic is best. “Find out what’s trending and choose a 
modern, neutral colour. Right now greys are in. Beiges are out.” 

Different rooms of your home need different paint finishes, too. 
Roger prefers more durable semi-gloss in humid places like 
bathrooms. Most people use eggshell for bedrooms, living rooms, 
and home offices. Roger uses semi-gloss on trim, eggshell on 
walls, and flat paint on ceilings. “I also like to put semi-gloss inside 
closets because the walls get beat up by shoes and jackets. The 
shinier the paint, the harder the finish.”

Also, be realistic with your expectations. “Don’t believe those 
home shows you see on T.V.,” Roger says. Paint needs time to cure 
between coats. “It takes me about a week for me to do an average 
house, but that varies from project to project and depends on the 
condition and age of the walls, and colour.” 

While you’re out taking in the nicer weather, consider hiring a paint-
ing company to freshen up your home’s interior. New paint offers 
you the most dramatic change for the least amount of money. It 
can also mean the difference between selling your home and 
having it stay on the market. Soak up the sun then come home to 
a more clean, inviting space, surrounded by colours you like. It’ll 
make the time you do spend inside that much more enjoyable. 

Tru Dutch Painting is a company you can trust for your interior painting needs.  Owner Roger Vanbraeden has 30 years of 

experience and enjoys exceeding his customers’ expectations. Tru Dutch Painting: Better Than It Has to Be!
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On a budget? Hiring a professional 
might not be as pricy as you think.


