
SPRUCING UP
YOUR SPACE

It may be too early to be planting outside but March 

is a great time to start envisioning ways to add green to your home.  

Some experts believe having a well-maintained yard can increase 

your home’s value by 15 to 20 percent. It also feels great coming 

home to a beautiful yard. That same satisfaction can be achieved 

by working in a garden at the end of a long day. These projects 

may seem daunting, but Dunvegan Gardens’ Chad Friesen insists 

anyone can do them. 

Chad says the �rst step to starting any bare yard project is grading 

the dirt away from your home. This will prevent moisture from 

getting into the foundation. After that, it’s time to start thinking 

about what kinds of trees and shrubs you want. “Do your 

research,” he recommends. “Some trees get bigger than you think 

so you don’t want to put them too close to your house. Also, 

consider the colour of the tree and how much sun and wind the 

area gets.” 

If you have questions, Chad and his team at Dunvegan are happy 

to help. “Some of the most popular trees we sell are Schubert 

cherry, maydays, mountain ash, blue spruce, and apple. Potentil-

las and Spireas are a couple of favourite shrubs. I’d say 98 percent 

of stock we bring in is suited for our climate up here.”

Ready to dig? “Make sure your hole is big enough,” Chad urges. 

“The soil level in the pot is a good indicator of how deep your tree 

should be planted. Your hole should be twice as wide and twice as 

deep as that.” He suggests adding some topsoil and bone meal to 

the bottom of the hole too. “They’ll lift the tree up and help promote 

root growth so the roots have somewhere soft to go through, 

instead of the heavy clay soil commonly found in Grande Prairie.” 
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After planting, you’re ready for �nishing touches, like irrigation 

systems and a lawn. Chad advises setting aside around $20,000  

for your total landscaping budget. “You may not use all of it, but at 

least you’ll have �exibility. Two big trees can cost you up to $400 or 

$500 each. On an average city lot, sod can cost $2,500. You also 

might want to put in a retaining wall and concrete curbs around 

your �owerbeds.” It’s important not to overdo it, either. Chad says 

a big mistake a lot of people make is putting too much into their 

yard. “It gets really crowded and suddenly you can’t see your 

house at all.” 

If you already have an established yard with trees and grass, 

consider adding a garden or �owerbed. You can gain a real sense 

of accomplishment knowing that you grew that bouquet on your 

table or the vegetables in your dinner salad. “There’s been a kick 

for the last few years to grow your own vegetables and to know 

where your food is coming from,” Chad notes.

Raised beds are becoming popular too. Not only are they 

unique-looking, they make gardening easier for people with mobili-

ty issues. “They’re especially helpful for older people. Bending 

down can be quite a chore for them so if they have a raised bed 

they can work at it from waist level.”

No yard? No problem. Even if you live in a condominium or town-

house, you can create your own garden on your deck or in your 

windowsill. Chad says two important steps in gardening, big or 

small, are watering regularly and replenishing the soil. “Add some-

thing every year, be it topsoil, peat moss, or manure. You can also 

put a slow release fertilizer in when you’re working the soil.” Keep 

in mind that each plant, shrub and tree has different fertilizer 

needs. Chad uses the NPK rating: “N stands for nitrogen and is 

needed for growth. P, phosphorus, is for root development. Potas-

sium, K, is for overall general health.” 

Landscaping and gardening may look complicated, but Chad 

simply refers to them as trial and error hobbies: “Some things 

don’t work and some things do. You just have to �nd what works 

for you.”

Dunvegan Gardens is a family-owned greenhouse in Grande Prairie, operated by Dave, Betty, Chad and Anna Friesen. 

For over 30 years, the Friesen family has been committed to providing the highest quality landscaping products, and 

friendly, personalized service.

780-532-8280  |  www.dunvegangp.com
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Adding trees, shrubs, or a 
garden to your yard can 

improve the curb appeal of 
your home, make you more 

money if you’re ready to 
sell, and add to your 

overall well being.


