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Actions, Benefits, and Significance: 

     "Do unto others as you would have them to do unto you."  This old adage and key of kindness 
permeate throughout this witty and adventurous short story that teaches about finding kindnesses 
that are not seemingly obvious and apparent, especially in the eyes of a youngster.  After treating 
her 8-year old little brother Jonah with contempt, 12-year-old Josianna characterizes Him as a 
"Deplorable little brother; a bothersome little terror!"   That is until she loses her mother's keys 
and goes on a solitary yet adventurous investigation retracing her steps from the day before.  On 
her pursuit to find her mother's lost keys, Josianna finds that she is treated in the same manner 
she treated her little brother, like a deplorable bothersome little terror.   

     From Mr. Rogers Ice Cream Parlor to Susan's Mother's job at the Bakery to Mrs. 
McMatthew's front yard, Josianna learns to appreciate and show kindness to all people, 
especially her family.  Virtue, a short story about finding kindness helps elementary and 
middle school scholars as well as God's children of all ages and from all walks of life to 
recognize, seek out, and find the ways of kindness both big and small in diverse situations and 
circumstances.   

     Comprehensive, with review questions at the end of each Chapter, Virtue helps youngsters to 
acquire sensitivity to treating others, especially siblings with kindness, respect, and appreciation, 
even in spite of being wronged.  Hoping to regain the admiration of her Mother and not wanting 
to be deemed irresponsible, Josianna seeks forgiveness from her brother and begins to spend 
time with Him in his homework.  "Good work Brian on your homework," shouts Josianna, "Now 
you're my TERRIFIC little brother!" 

     Fortunately, Josianna finds that her Mother's lost keys were never lost.  She realizes that they 
must have fallen out of her jacket and behind the coat rack after she arrived home from school.  
After her nanny found her Mom's lost keys, she learns that finding kindnesses should be most 
easily found at home and shown towards your family so that it can be shown to others whenever 
you go out to face the world.  Seek out kindnesses in Josianna story as she learns to appreciate 
her baby brother Jonah who is admired throughout this short story for his composure at such a 
young age in spite of being wronged by her.  Jonah lovingly receives her back and forgives her 
for her ill treatment.     

 



Audience: 

     Virtue: a short story about finding kindness will help elementary and middle school 

scholars as well as God's children of all ages and from all walks of life to understand the 

importance of doing good and showing kindness, even in spite of being wronged.  Virtue is 

useful for elementary and middle school teachers, parents, and Pediatric Health professionals 

who want their child to learn sensitivity in looking for the good in diverse situations, finding 

kindnesses both big and small and showing kindness to others. 

 


