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CITYSCAPES

A STAPLE AT AMUSEMENT PARKS 

AND FAIRS, FERRIS WHEELS HAVE NOW 

TURNED INTO SOME OF THE MOST 

EXCITING ATTRACTIONS, OFFERING

SWEEPING VIEWS OF CITY SKYLINES. 

HERE’S A LIST OF SOME OF THE WORLD’S 

COOLEST ONES THAT WILL TAKE YOU ON 

A RIDE TO REMEMBER. 

TEXT PRACHI JOSHI

SINGAPORE FLYER  SINGAPORE

 Standing tall at 165 metres, 
the Singapore Flyer is Asia’s tallest 
observation wheel. Opened in early 
2008, the wheel initially rotated counter-
clockwise, but was soon changed to 
clockwise rotation on the advice of feng 
shui masters. Located on Marina Bay, the 
ride offers breathtaking panoramic views 
of the city skyline from its 28 capsules 
as it slowly completes each 30-minute 
rotation. The best time to ride the wheel 
is at dusk when the skyscrapers and 
attractions around the bay are lit up, 
giving you a spectacular view of the city’s 
landmarks, including the half lion-half 
fish Merlion, Raffles Place, and Singapore 
River. You can also book an hour-long 
‘Premium Sky Dining Flight’, which comes 
with a delicious four-course menu.

Timings: Daily, 8.30 a.m. to 10.00 p.m.  
Tickets: From SG$ 33 
More info: www.singaporeflyer.com 

Jet Airways operates daily 
direct flights to Singapore from 

Bengaluru, Mumbai, New Delhi, and 
Chennai.

This page: Enjoy panoramic views of the bay from 
the Singapore Flyer.
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LONDON EYE   LONDON

 The London Eye opened on the South Bank of the Thames 
as the world ushered in the new millennium, giving the Ferris 
wheel its moniker of Millennium Wheel. At 135 metres, it was 
the tallest observation wheel when it was erected; it is, in 
fact, still Europe’s tallest and until The Shard observation deck 
opened, it was the highest public viewing point in London. 
One of the most popular paid tourist attractions in the United 
Kingdom, it draws more than 3.75 million visitors every year. 
The wheel’s 32 capsules have full-length glass walls giving an 
uninterrupted 360-degree view of the city. Each rotation takes 
about 30 minutes and you are free to walk around the capsule. 
You can also rent the entire capsule for private use, whether 
it’s to host your family or for a romantic evening with your 
loved one. You can book special experiences such as chocolate 
tasting or even a proposal package and a wedding package 
even! Online booking offers discounts and also fast-track 
tickets in order to jump queues.

Timings: Daily (except Christmas Day), 10.00 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.  
Tickets: From £23 
More info: www.londoneye.com 

 Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to London from 
Mumbai and New Delhi. O
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This page: 
Book an 
entire capsule 
for special 
occasions.
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CITYSCAPES

MELBOURNE STAR  MELBOURNE

 Standing at 120 metres, the Melbourne Star 
is the only giant Ferris wheel in the Southern 
Hemisphere. It opened in 2008 but had to be 
closed within 40 days due to structural defects. 
It was eventually scrapped and replaced in 2013. 
Since then, the observation wheel has been a 
Melbourne landmark located in the shopping 
and entertainment precinct of Waterfront 
City in the Docklands area, which has seen a 
sort of urban renewal in the past few years. 
The 30-minute ‘flight’ on the Melbourne Star 
gives you a unique perspective on the city’s 
architecture, its lush gardens and cultural 
precincts. In the evening, you can see the city 
glittering below. You can book the entire cabin 
for private use and take upto three spins on the 
wheel. Book online for discounted tickets.

Timings: From May to August: daily, 11.00 a.m.  
to 7.00 p.m.  
Tickets: From AU$ 27 
More info: www.melbournestar.com 

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to 
Hong Kong from Mumbai and New Delhi 

and to Singapore from Bengaluru, Mumbai, New 
Delhi, and Chennai. From here, fly codeshare 
partner Qantas to Melbourne.

EYE OF THE EMIRATES  SHARJAH

 Al Qasba is Sharjah’s most popular 
tourist destination with a mix of 
shops, restaurants, cafes, cultural 
entertainment, and adventure 
offerings. And the jewel in its crown is 
undoubtedly the 60-metre-tall Eye of 
the Emirates wheel, which is currently 
the tallest observation wheel in the 
Middle East (soon to be eclipsed by Ain 
Dubai; see page 94). Step into one of its 
cabins and soar high for amazing aerial 
views of Sharjah’s landmark buildings, 
the Emirates’ cornice and lagoons, as 
well as the Gulf Coast stretching all the 
way up to neighbouring Dubai.

Timings: From May to September: 
Saturday–Wednesday, 4.00 p.m. to 
midnight 
Thursday–Friday: 3.00 p.m. to 
1.00 a.m. 
Tickets: From AED 30 
More info: www.alqasba.ae 

Jet Airways operates direct 
flights to Sharjah from Kochi, 

thrice a week. You can also fly daily 
direct to Dubai from Mumbai, New 
Delhi, Kochi, and Mangaluru.
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Left: Each pod in the 
Melbourne Star offers 
an in-cabin audio tour 
that informs you of 
monuments, or landmarks 
to look out for.
Below: Soak in views 
of the picturesque 
surroundings from the Eye 
of the Emirates.
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BIG O   TOKYO

 Trust the Japanese to come up with a super cool 
attraction. Tokyo’s Big O is the world’s largest 
centreless Ferris wheel in operation, i.e., it is 
supported by two arrow-shaped side structures 
and has no spokes or hubs in the centre. Located 
within the Tokyo Dome City theme park, the wheel 
is 60-metres tall and offers a 15-minute ride. The 
observation wheel offers great views of the city 
centre as well as the futuristic Tokyo Dome, the city’s 
premier sporting stadium. The coolest part? Japan’s 
longest and fastest roller coaster, Thunder Dolphin 
zooms through it at speeds upwards of 130 kmph! 

Timings: Daily, 10.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. 
Tickets: From ¥820  
More info: www.tokyo-dome.co.jp 

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to 
Hong Kong from Mumbai and New Delhi. From 

here fly codeshare partner Hong Kong Airlines to 
Okiwana and Tokyo.

 NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK

 NEW YORK WHEEL Imagine enjoying the sight of NYC’s 
glittering skyline from the top! New York’s Staten Island 
will soon be home to the country’s tallest Ferris wheel, 
surpassing the High Roller by 25 metres. The wheel will 
simulate a ride on the iconic New York City subway and is 
scheduled to open in April 2018.  

 AIN DUBAI (FORMERLY DUBAI-I) Known to be the city 
of superlatives, Dubai will soon add another jewel to 
its crown in the form of Ain Dubai. Touted to become 
the world’s largest observation wheel, it will stand at 
a staggering 210 metres and will be the centrepiece of 
Dubai’s man-made Bluewaters Island. Slated to open in 
the first quarter of 2018, the wheel will offer sweeping 
views of the emirate’s magnificent skyline including Burj 
Khalifa and Burj Al Arab. 

 TURN OF FORTUNE Construction on what was supposed 
to be world’s largest spoke-less Ferris wheel began in 
2009. Though the 89-metre-tall Turn of Fortune wheel in 
Changzhou, China was completed in 2013, its opening has 
been repeatedly delayed.

This page: Japan’s 
longest roller 
coaster, Thunder 
Dolphin zips 
through the Big O!
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CITYSCAPES

HIGH ROLLER  LAS VEGAS

 Towering above the Las Vegas Strip at 
a height of 167 metres, the High Roller is 
currently the world’s tallest observation wheel. 
It opened in 2014 and has prime location on 
Las Vegas Boulevard – opposite Caesars Palace 
Hotel and Casino. The High Roller features 28 
capsules that offer 30-minute rides. Enjoy the 
best views in the evening when The Strip comes 
alive with its casinos and hotels lighting up. On 
the wheel you can also indulge in a 30-minute 
special chocolate tasting experience, as well 
as an hour-long personalised yoga session 
while you take in sweeping views of the city. 
And because it’s Las Vegas, you can also have 
a ‘High Roller Wedding’ with a private cabin 
ceremony!

Timings: Daily 11.30 a.m. to 2.00 a.m.  
Tickets: From USD 25 (the price increases after 
7.00 p.m.) 
More info: www.caesars.com 

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights 
to Paris from Mumbai. From here, fly 

codeshare partner Delta Air Lines to Las Vegas. 
You can also fly with Jet Airways to London 
Heathrow from Mumbai and New Delhi. From 
here, fly codeshare Virgin Atlantic to Los 
Angeles, which is about 4 hours from Las Vegas.
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This page: Tick 
riding the world’s 
tallest observation 
wheel off your bucket 
list when in Vegas!


