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Northern delights

While most Brits who head to Cyprus stick to the southern part of the 
island, a warm welcome also awaits those who venture to its Turkish side

Cyprus is a popular 
destination for British 
holidaymakers, with 
thousands descending on 
its beaches year in, year out. 

We hadn’t been for five years, so  
a return was long overdue.

The majority of Brits tend to  
favour the southern regions of the 
Mediterranean island. But last 
summer, for a change, we booked 
Northern Cyprus.

A direct flight with Jet2.com took 
us from Glasgow to Larnaca in just 
under five hours, followed by a 
90-minute private transfer from  
the airport to Kyrenia. 

We sailed through the border 
controls to the Turkish part of the 
island and arrived at the five-star 
Acapulco hotel late afternoon. This 
gave us plenty of time to check out 
what the resort had to offer before  
we headed out to dinner. 

It boasts the largest outdoor pool 
and longest sandy beach in Northern 
Cyprus as well as a casino, aqua park, 
small amusement park, indoor pool 
and spa.

On the first full day of our week-
long stay we headed straight for the 
beach. The resort has a 1km private 
strip but it can still get quite busy.

Various water sports are available, 
including jet skiing, water skiing, 
wind surfing, water bicycle riding 
and canoeing. But we simply opted  
to chill out on a sun lounger while 
watching our children play in the 
shallow, crystal-clear water. 

The next day, we decided to hang 

out poolside, where enthusiastic  
staff hosted many fun activities 
throughout the day. 

If you are feeling sporty, the resort 
also has tennis, basketball and beach 
volleyball courts – or you can have  
a shot at table tennis, air hockey  
and darts.

In the evenings, there is an outdoor 
disco or, if you are feeling lucky, you 
can head to the casino. 

For more relaxing pursuits, try  
out the spa – although you have to be 
quick to book during high season. 

We had opted for half board, having 
dinner and breakfast each day at the 
Sunset Beach restaurant. By day two 
the waiting staff greeted us by our 
first names, which was a lovely, 
friendly touch. 

All the dishes incorporated fresh 
organic meat, vegetables and fruit 
from Tarsan, a local non-profit project. 

Other dining options at the resort 
include the poolside restaurant and 
bar, an English pub, a café located in 
the main building and a bar in the 
Pine Cliffs building. 

Room service comes at no extra 
charge, which was a welcome change 
– but on the flipside you have to pay  
to get wifi in your room. 

Hiring a car is the best way to get 
around the island. 

This was my first experience of 
driving overseas but luckily it was a 
straightforward route from the resort 
to Kyrenia harbour, where we had 
arranged to meet Ozgur Gokasan,  
the captain of Ladyboss.

We had booked a private angling 
expedition and after a couple of hours 

out at sea, Ozgur dropped anchor  
and we started fishing.

It was much harder work than it 
looks but our 10-year-old son Jeevan 
got lucky and managed to hook a 
huge tuna. He was euphoric for the 
two-hour trip back to the harbour.

It was a wonderful experience, 
thanks to Ozgur and his welcoming 
and hospitable family.

We arranged to come back to the 
harbour the next day to meet Ozgur’s 
teenage daughter Leyla, who had 
agreed to take us on a wee tour of 
Kyrenia, which has cafés, bars, a 
wealth of designer shops and a  
large variety of restaurants.

On our last night, we headed out  
to dinner after many of the locals  
had recommended that we try out 
Ambiance restaurant. 

Located on the water’s edge, it is 
perfect for a romantic meal. Alas,  
we had the children in tow so just 
settled for a nice family meal. 

The food was the best we had 
encountered during our stay. Fresh 
seafood cooked using traditional 
Cypriot recipes with a modern twist, 
fabulous mezes and great service  
all ensured the perfect experience. 

With 300 days of sunshine a year, 
dramatic coastlines and uncrowded 
sandy beaches, Northern Cyprus is  
a sunseeker’s dream. 

Add in the fact that the people  
are lovely and friendly, the cuisine is 
fabulous and that it’s a direct flight 
from Glasgow, this is the recipe for  
a truly idyllic holiday for us.

Indeed, we are already looking  
into booking up for next summer.‘With 300 days of 

sunshine a year, it’s 
a sunseeker’s dream

gOaT TO SEE iT  Rural life in the north

DraMaTiC  
COaSTliNE  
Goldern Beach in  
Northern Cyprus

FaBUlOUS CUiSiNE  Tasty meze dishes

HiSTOriC  Castle and harbour in Kyrenia

■ Find out  
more at
www.gonorth 
cyprus.com
■ Car hire 
supplier (from 
£10 per day):  
www.pacific-
rentals.com  
■ Prices for  
7 nights for  
2 passengers: 
Flights with 
Jet2.com, 
approx £750; 
Acapulco hotel, 
half board,  
approx £580;
Larnaca private 
transfers, £120.
Works out at 
approx £725 
per person.


