
Bollywood 
Heads For 
Scotland
The vitality of Bollywood and 
Scotland’s natural beauty are a 
match made in cinema heaven
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FOR two decades Scotland has been a major 
attraction for Bollywood filmmakers.

The colourful Indian film industry has an 
annual output of more than 1000 productions. 
Hindi movies are in huge demand and they tend to 
have big budgets and in the quest for new and 
original locations, they have been shooting beyond 
the Indian borders for several decades.

Switzerland was always the go to place thanks to 
film director and King of Romance Yash Chopra’s 
love affair with the country. Since then other 
European countries have realised the importance of 
Bollywood in promoting tourism and Scotland has 
been one of those to capitalise. 

Film and TV producers spent a record £45.8 
million shooting on location in Scotland in 2014. 
The record high total – an increase of almost  
£12 million compared with 2013 – demonstrates a 
fast growing appetite from major film and high-end 
TV makers to use Scotland as a backdrop for their 
productions.

Around 24 star-studded Bollywood films have 
been shot in iconic Scottish locations. As an industry 
that is famous for creating extravagant sets and 
music and dance routines, Scotland provides the 
perfect backdrop for Bollywood’s creatives. 

Film production is an important industry for 
Scotland and it contributed £118.4m GVA (Gross 
Value Added) in 2010 and 2692 jobs to the  
Scottish economy. 

In 1998 legendary film maker Karan Johar was, 

Former Miss World Aishwarya 
Rai at Eilean Donan Castle in 

Kandukondain Kandukondain  
(I Have Found It)

by RAJ GILL



Indian star Jagdish Raj is in the 
Guinness Book of World 
Records as the most typecast 
actor ever – he played a police 
inspector in 144 films!

The term “Bollywood” is a 
contraction of “Bombay”, where 
the industry’s based, and 
“Hollywood”.
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“Indian 
megastars 

came in 
their 

droves”

“The days 
were long, 
around  
12-15 
hours”

along with Dev Anand, one of the first Hindi directors to 
use Scotland as a location for the iconic blockbuster Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai (Something Happens in my Heart). He 
shot scenes at locations such as Eilean Donan Castle, 
inspiring other famous Bollywood directors to consider 
Scotland as a new filming location. The movie was the 
highest grossing Indian production of 1998 and was the 
first Bollywood film to enter the UK cinema top 10. 

Indian megastars came in their droves, including 
former Miss World Aishwarya Rai and her actor husband 
Abhishek Bachchan, son of Bollywood legend Amitabh 
Bachchan, along  with Shah Rukh Khan, Bollywood’s 
equivalent to Tom Cruise and glamorous heroine Kajol to 
name a few. Despite their megastar status they didn’t 
manage to overshadow historic landmarks where scenes 
were shot such as Stirling Castle, Linlithgow Palace, 
Culzean Castle and Traquair House.

The 24th Bollywood movie to be shot in Scotland is a 
romantic drama Baar Baar Dekho (Look Again and Again) 
which was filmed in 2015 and has a release date of 
summer this year. Screen siren Katrina Kaif and heart-
throb Sidharth Malhotra take on the lead roles. The cast 
and production crew took up residence in and around 
Glasgow for three months. A number of locals were 
employed to work alongside the Indian team.

In order to secure a role in the film, 27-year-old actress 
Ashley Claire Gillhaney went to extreme measures and 
agreed to have her long hair chopped off in a bob style to 
play the character of Meghan. “It was a pleasure to have 
my hair cut by the very talented and lovely Adhuna 
Bhabani-Akhtar from the award-winning salon Blunt India. 
At first I was terrified but once it was done I really liked it,” 
she adds with a smile.

After landing the role Ashley spent the few weeks 

before shooting intensely preparing for the experience. 
“I watched videos of Katrina Kaif dancing, and this 

inspired me to enrol in Bollywood dance lessons in 
Glasgow and I learned a few basic Hindi phrases. I was 
quite nervous when I went for the audition as this was my 
first foreign film, but when I was told I had the part of 
Meghan I was ecstatic,” says Ashley.

Ayrshire-born Johnny Palmer worked backstage in 
collaboration with Arc Lights. With a career in film and 
television spanning over three decades this was Johnny’s 
first experience of working with a foreign team.

“I got involved with the production of this movie 
through an agent I found on Facebook. I worked as the 
Props Master/Set Dresser/Buyer, a jack of all trades. 

“The days were long, usually 12 to 15 hours and it was 
full on six days a week. There were around 150 crew 
members from India, and each individual star also had an 
entourage,” he says. � �
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DID YOU KNOW

Dev Anand, Sabrina and 
Neeru in Main Solah Baras Ki 
(Sweet Sixteen)

Abhishek Bachchan 
and Aishwarya Rai

Edinburgh Fringe 2015 
– Ticket To Bollywood

Kajol on location for Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai (Something 
Happens in My Heart)

Katrina Kaif

Salman Khan 
and Sanjay 

Dutt in George 
Square, 

Glasgow, in 
Yeh Hai Jalwa 

(This is Magic)
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FUN FILM FACTS

With more than 1000 films made each  
year, India has the world’s most prolific 
movie industry.

More than 2.7 billion cinema tickets are sold 
in India each year.

The film Mastaan includes a song that lasts 
21 minutes.

The first Bollywood film was released in 
1899 – 11 years before the first Hollywood 
movie.

Most Bollywood films run for three hours 
and feature an interval.

The long days did not hinder Johnny’s enthusiasm, he 
goes on to explain, “We filmed in Kelvingrove Museum 
and quite a few houses in the west end of Glasgow, and 
occasionally further afield. Baar Baar Dekho encompasses 
four time periods, so it was quite a challenge prepping 
and sourcing for sets. This kept the work interesting and it 
was very enjoyable. 

“This was the first time I have worked with an almost 
limitless budget and this is reflected in the work. I would 
happily work on another Bollywood movie.”

The production crew had originally decided to shoot in 
Cambridge, but they changed their minds and chose 
Glasgow instead, as it was more beneficial thanks to the 
incentives and reduced production costs offered to 
film-makers. 

For films with a total core expenditure of £20 million 
or less, the film production company can claim tax relief 
of up to 25% of UK qualifying film production 
expenditure.

VisitScotland is also doing its part. Early last year it 
launched the Bollywood Scotland Map,  
visitscotland.com/bollywood, which highlights the 
locations Hindi filmmakers have shot in their movies and 
as the Bollywood romance with Scotland continues, the 
tourism industry is also booming. 

Vineet Lal, VisitScotland’s senior market manager said, 
“Romantic Scotland and the age-old romance of 
Bollywood are the perfect match. Bollywood filmmakers 
have an enduring love affair with our cities, castles, lochs 
and glens, making Scotland the perfect stage for their 
dreamy love songs and elaborate dance numbers.
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“And while Scotland has often starred as a backdrop 
for musical sequences, it increasingly plays an integral part 
in the narrative in films such as Edinburgh-set Mausam 
(Seasons of Love) (2011) and the Loch Ness-based thriller 
Three: Love Lies Betrayal (2009). This map will give 
prospective Indian visitors yet another reason to visit 
Scotland and step into the magical world of Bollywood.”

Research has shown that 40 per cent of visitors to the 
UK are inspired to come here after seeing it on film or on 
television. For the Indian tourists who visit, it gives them a 
chance to walk in the footsteps of their screen idols. 

“Next time you visit Stirling Castle 
do not be surprised if you see a 
crowd of Indian tourists staging a 
dance routine, much like Hollywood 
fans emulate Leonardo and Kate 
Winslet’s scene in Titanic. 
Bollywood fans also love to try and 
recreate the popular scenes.”

Cross-cultural relations with 
Scotland are working both ways. 
Several popular Bollywood films are 
being shown at cinemas across the 
country and also on television. 

More Scots now know a lot 
about Bollywood, and in turn about 
India, thanks to these films. With the 
forthcoming Baar Baar Dekho 
predicted to be another big success, 
the love affair is set to continue for 
many years to come.

“Bollywood 
films are 
shown across 
Scotland”Aishwarya Rai and Abbas in the Highlands in 

Kandukondain Kandukondain (I Have Found It)

Salman Khan and Amisha 
Patel at Dirleton Castle in  

Yeh Hai Jalwa (This is Magic)

A scene from the finale of Pyaar Ishq aur Mohabbat (Love 
Amour and Romance) at Overtoun House, near Dumbarton

Kajol at Blackrock Cottage, Glen 
Coe, in Kuch Kuch Hota Hai 

(Something Happens in my Heart)


