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childcare, you could also request that 
they have lunch there and state what 
time you would collect them.

Included in your stay is up to 60 hours 
of free child and baby care and the 
nannies all speak English and are 
fully trained.

Karam and Jeevan loved the idea of 
being in charge of their passports and it 
gave them a real sense of responsibility.

The best thing about this hotel, and it’s 
something all hotels should have, is they 
issue you with a mobile phone when you 
arrive so you don’t have to worry about 
getting a local sim or extortionate phone 
charges when you use your UK mobile. 

It’s very handy because if you do leave 
your children in childcare and you need 
to contact them, you can – all the 
numbers are already programmed in.

Each day at breakfast, you find an 
itinerary of the day’s events for the 
children. The first day there was a dance 
class, handicrafts, a swimming course, 
painting competition, adventure 
activities and, in the evening, camp fires. 

This was just a taste of things to come. 
On day two, the children went to a 

biscuit-baking class while we enjoyed a 
long, leisurely breakfast before being 
invited in to taste their handiwork.

We were then banished from the 
kinderwerkstatt (the children’s area), 
while they took part in a practical 
demonstration at the magic school. This 
was, without doubt, the highlight of the 
trip for the young ones.

We got to relax and chill out poolside 
while they mastered wizardry and in the 
evening they performed the tricks they 
had spent the afternoon learning. I have 
to say it was quite impressive and they 
took great joy in fooling us. 

The following days they had an archery 
lesson (we got to join in, grandad had a 
blast), went on a pony trek and also took 
part in a go-kart race. Each day was full of 

exciting events for the children and it was 
entirely up to them if they wanted to do 
them or hang out with us. We settled on a 
happy mix.

The hotel also has a petting zoo, 
kangaroo terrain and wild animal park. 

It’s hard to believe that this hotel brand 
has been around for almost 20 years and 
we are only just discovering it now. 

I wish I’d known about this when the 
children were younger, we’d definitely 
have visited and taken advantage of the 
childcare service. As Karam and Jeevan 
are older, we didn’t use it as much but it 
was good to know that it was available. 

Kinderhotel is all-inclusive, which 
takes away all the stress of trying to come 
up with new and interesting places to eat. 
And there is no need to take travel cots, 
prams or other toddler equipment as it is 
all available at the hotel free of charge. 

At the Austrian Kinderhotel, we would 
recommend hiring a car if you intend to 
tour the area. There is public transport, 
which is relatively cheap and frequent, 
but it can be a hassle with young children.

We did a couple of day trips to break up 
the holiday. We visited Millstatter See, 
where there’s a charge to enter but there’s 
plenty to keep you busy – the lake, 
outdoor pools, amusements, a 
restaurant and boat trips.

We also popped over to the nearest 
town, Gmund, an artist’s town where 
there were lots of lovely little boutiques, 
galleries and museums – in particular 
the Porsche museum.

Another highlight was the 24-hour 
ice cream station. It was a hard job trying 
to keep the grandparents and the 
children away.

All too soon it was time for us to bid 
farewell to the family-run Kinderhotel. 

They had shown us wonderful 
hospitality and all of us are looking 
forward to returning to the hotel and 
beautiful, picturesque Austria.

KINDER HEARTED  
Europe’s first baby 

hotel, in Austria
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It’s my Kinder break

Two kids, gran, grandad and mum book into Europe’s first baby and 
children’s hotel for the holiday that kept even the oldies young at heart.

Trying to keep the school 
holidays fresh and exciting 
can always be a challenge. 

This summer we decided to change the 
dynamic, we ditched hubby and took my 
parents instead. With a growing trend for 
multi-generational travel, we decided to 
give it a try. 

It was, indeed, a challenge. Where do 
you go that will keep a nine-year-old girl 
(Karam), a seven-year-old boy (Jeevan) 
and their grandparents (Nana and Nanee, 
if I disclose their ages they will disown 
me) all amused? 

Thinking I could possibly have found 
the answer, I booked us a stay at 
Kinderhotel, Europe’s first baby and 
children’s hotel, in Carinthia, Austria.

The flights were from Edinburgh to 
Stansted, then to Salzburg and we got 
through the travelling without too many 
dramas. From Salzburg, it was another 90 
minutes to the hotel..quite a trek. 

The scenic drive to the hotel was quite 
breathtaking, we passed many sites of 
local interest – churches, castles, 
beautiful forests and rivers.

We made a beeline for our suites so we 
could get cleaned up before we had a nosy 
around. The rooms were spacious and 
clean and both had bunk beds, so the 
children could flit between them.

Kinderhotels are children-focused. 
Their motto is “children are not just 
tolerated but treasured”. And we 
certainly found this to be true. 

From the moment we arrived to the 
day we left, the children had the time of 
their lives. It was all about them.

On arrival, they were given little 
passports to access the children’s areas. 
The passports contained all the 
important info – allergies, parent contact 
details etc. They also had a handy little 
diary area so if, for instance, you were 
sending your child to the nanny for 

”ChILDReN ARe Not 
JUSt toLeRAteD, 
bUt tReASUReD”

EASY RIDERS Jevan and Karam

MUST SEE Beautiful Millstatter lake

PlAY TIME Kids are kept busy in fun ways

Travel
info

■ Flights with 
Easyjet, 
Edinburgh to 
Stansted
■ Flights with 
Ryanair, 
Stansted to 
Salzberg. All 
transfers by 
Kinderhotel
■ Staying at 
Kinderhotel, 
Carinthia, 
Austria. www.
babyhotel.eu
■ A seven-night 
stay for a family 
of four* at the 
four-star hotel, 
with up to 60 
hours of free 
childcare a 
week, starts at 
£1495 at 
selected 
Kinderhotels  
(* 2 adults and  
2 children 
under 12)


