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SPOTLIGHT
B y  C a r o l e  B a r r o w

For the Birds
Capitola is home to trendy shops, gourmet res-
taurants and a large, sandy beach. It is also the 
inspiration for Hitchcock’s classic film, “The 
Birds,” based on the true story of birds attack-
ing the town. Kill two birds with one stone—
feed your feathered friends as you brighten the 
garden. ($56, homebazaarinc.com) n

haute 
hoodie
The weather outside 
is frightful, but your 
furry companion still 
deserves a walk. This 
handmade hoodie 
sports a quilted 
diamond pattern, 
zip front and comfy 
cotton knit that al-
lows dogs to be dogs 
without sacrificing 
style.($37, etsy.com/
shop/pipolli)

Play hard
Ready to take your extreme sports adventures to 
the next level? Designed for those who play hard in 
the snow, the Vantage Snow Helmet features a full 
360-degree halo that fits snugly against your head 
and offers full protection. ($270, nordstrom.com)

sharP 
Minds
Add a playful twist 
to your desk with 
Geppeto’s pencil sharp-
ener. This whimsical 
reminder that hon-
esty is always the best 
policy keeps your lead 
as sharp as your wit. 
Gift packed with pen-
cil included. ($14.99, 
animicausa.com)

lace it uP
Give your favorite houseplant a hint of 24-
karat sparkle with this gold lace porcelain 
cachepot. The Alma container is an elegant 
way to upgrade your indoor garden, show-
case delicate blooms and add sparkle to 
your decor. ($180, arteriorshome.com) roBo toy

Crafted to inspire curiosity, creativity and in-
vention, SPRK+ features a visual block-based 
building interface that makes learning the 
basic principles of programming approachable 
and fun. Navigate a maze, program a paint-
ing, or have a dance party. The only limit is 
your imagination. ($129, sphero.com)

Mod 
Pillow 
With wide-ranging 
interests from Mid-
Century Modern 
design, Brancusi’s 
bold patterns, Pop 
Art and pop cul-
ture, Jonathan Adler 
keeps cranking 
out fresh takes on 
home accessories. 
This cushy pillow 
is a lovely way to 
display an eclectic 
aesthetic. ($175, 
neimanmarcus.com)

let it rain
This bright antidote to 
a gray day serves fashion 
and function in a colorful 
package. Inspired by the 
dynamism and graffiti of 
designer Greg Lamarche’s 
native New York City, this 
artsy umbrella keeps the 
doldrums at bay. ($45, 
bloomingdales.com)
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