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THE CLASSIC CONCEPT of a rustic mountain home 
evokes images of sturdy shelter, warmth and protection—
an aesthetic ideal that comes with the heavy price of dark 
rooms and dated textures. But at Martis Camp, an exclu-
sive enclave for luxury home sites between North Lake 
Tahoe and Truckee, the traditional cabin in the woods has 
been redefined—spectacularly.   

A four-hour drive from the South Bay, Martis Camp 
draws a fervent following of Silicon Valley dwellers, in-
cluding many of the region’s well-known technoscenti 
who are in the market for year-round second homes.  In 
this well-heeled neck of Tahoe woods, the expansive sites 
are ideal for revolutionary architecture, cutting-edge tech-

nology and innovative interior design—evidenced by the 
home pictured here.

Tasked with creating a contemporary interior suitable 
for both client and setting, California designer Barbara 
Riera took both the alpine location and technology-
focused context into account as she outfitted this award-
winning 8,500-square-foot modern mountain manse. She 
worked closely with Ward Young Architect Firm & Jones 
Corda to create a design that melds streamlined silhou-
ettes with the endemic automation of a smart and stun-
ning Sierra retreat. The home is an inspired integration of 
tech-savvy synthesis, carefully curated décor and a design 
scheme that revels in the raw beauty of the outdoors. 

SPECTACULAR, TECH-CENTRIC SIERRA 
HOME SHOWS OFF BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAUL DYER WRITTEN BY CAROLE BARROW

BEAUTY  AND BRAINS
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The towering 
fireplace 
installation 
that serves as 
the focal point 
of this inviting 
lounge houses 
an integrated 
high-tech 
entertainment 
system. Keeping 
the emphasis 
on the fireplace, 
Riera selected 
low-profile 
seating in neutral 
hues and natural 
fibers. The 
cream-colored 
couch and leather 
club chairs face 
the updated take 
on the hearth, 
the conversation-
sparking heart of 
the home.

TOP Embedded lighting 
was installed in the 
concrete steps leading to 
the entertainment lounge, 
creating a vertical beam of 
light that infuses the interior 
with a warm, inviting glow. 
A linear motif keeps the 
emphasis on the stunning 
surroundings of the Sierra 
scenery. A low leather 
ottoman, plush sofa, and 
streamlined seating keep 
the views unobstructed 
while stripes of the floor-rug 
echo the grain of the 
hardwood floors.

RIGHT Brightening the 
Montana stone scheme 
and burnished beams of 
the entryway, suspended 
hand-blown glass pendants 
appear to float at varying 
heights overhead. Designed 
by John Pomp, they serve 
as an ethereal contrast with 
the solid, earthy materials 
of the home.



74   South Bay Accent October/November 2016     75

RIGHT A cluster of 68 
hanging glass pendants 
designed by John Pomp, 
supplement the natural 
light of the entryway 
windows and illuminate 
the kitchen island, melding 
form and function. The 
spherical shapes soften 
the linear planes of the 
stairway, counters and slate 
rock walls.

BOTTOM LEFT The 
concept of a clandestine 
wine cellar is turned 
on its head with this 
beautifully rendered 
case for wine. Displaying 
all of the connoisseurs’ 
delights, this modern 
reinterpretation unearths 
the cellar and showcases 
all of the well-honed 
collection of varietals in 
a camera-ready climate 
controlled cellar case.

BOTTOM RIGHT Floor-to-
ceiling windows give this 
bedroom the illusion of 
dwelling among the pines. 
The earth-tone palette 
of the bed linens and rug 
reflect the sylvan colors 
of the setting. The bed’s 
hardwood canopy frame 
resonates with the window 
framing and views of the 
exterior Sierra landscape.

OPPOSITE The 
chef has plenty of 
eye-candy to take 
in while waiting 
for the soufflé to 
rise, with sleek 
custom cabinetry 
that complements 
rough-cut 
Montana rock 
wall treatments 
while resonating 
with sweeping 
views of the 
woods outdoors. 
The workspace’s 
natural light is 
supplemented by 
hand-blown glass 
pendant lighting 
suspended from 
contemporary 
coppiced ceilings.
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TOP LEFT By keeping the 
elements in the master 
bathroom sleek, lithe and 
unobstructed, the focus of 
the room celebrates the 
exterior landscape. The 
serene simplicity of this 
space and its expansive 
exposure to the outdoors 
reinforces the sense of 
existing more intimately 
with nature.

TOP RIGHT The home’s 
embrace of nature 
extends to every interior 
environment. Even from the 
shower, an uninterrupted 
view of the outdoors is on 
full display. Glossy glass 
tiles in a gradient spectrum 
of blue line the shower wall, 
and a clear, “barely there” 
panel affords a panoramic 
perspective of the 
landscape. A delicate crystal 
chandelier adds illuminated 
elegance to the space.

RIGHT Azure skies and 
evergreen surroundings 
set the tone for this well-lit 
lounging corner in the 
master bedroom suite. The 
saturated crushed velvet, 
soft cotton and nubby linen 
of the Christian Liaigre 
chaise helps create a 
welcoming and luxuriously 
practical retreat. A hydronic 
floor-heating system warms 
up each room in the home 
with the touch of a button.

The inlay of the 
bedroom wall 
and its interplay 
with the custom 
bed frame and 
neutral fabrics 
elicit a Zen-like 
interaction 
between indoor 
and outdoor 
palettes. The 
complementary 
wood hues 
harmonize with 
the oversized 
Cowden Bell 
hand-dyed 
leather panels 
and fabrics, 
keeping the color 
scheme warm 
and inviting. 
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LEFT Defying convention, 
the corner of this expansive 
bathroom is resplendent 
thanks to abundant natural 
light streaming through 
the oversized imported 
German windows. A cushy 
window seat maximizes the 
lounging potential of this 
spa-like space. The spacious 
bathtub’s contemporary 
contours soften the room’s 
angles and the golden tiles 
add a subtle glow to the 
color scheme.

BOTTOM The open plan 
of the home seamlessly 
transitions between interior 
and exterior spaces, from 
kitchen to dining room to 
deck. Comprised of dozens 
of pieces of hand-blown 
crystal within a handcrafted, 
mirror-lined frame, the 
contemporary John Pomp 
chandelier directs light 
downward, imbuing the 
space with a sense of 
intimacy after sunset. n

OPPOSITE 
The low profile 
furnishings, 
neutral fabrics 
and plein air 
lighting pair 
harmoniously 
with the Sierra 
landscape 
to suggest a 
seamless melding 
of interior and 
exterior spaces.  
Sophisticated 
technology 
controls every 
core function of 
the house, from 
automated fire-
places and snow-
melting systems 
to whole-house 
audio, security 
and entertain-
ment systems. 


