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FROM CRAZY ROLLER-COASTER RIDES AND MOVIE-
INSPIRED THEME PARKS TO COOLING OFF AT WATER 

PARKS AND EVEN SNOW PARKS – THERE’S A LOT 
YOU CAN DO TO BEAT THE HEAT THIS SUMMER.

FUN

TEXT PRACHI JOSHI

Summer holidays are here, and the kids are at a loose end. Theme parks are 
great places to keep them occupied with fun rides and the chance to meet 
their favourite cartoon characters. And, there’s no dearth of entertainment 
for the adults as well. Many theme parks have all-inclusive resorts where 
you can kick back and relax. 

So take your pick from some of the best theme parks in and around India.

Dubai Parks and Resorts, Dubai
Opened in December 2016, Dubai Parks and Resorts is the Middle East’s 
largest integrated theme park destination. It consists of three theme parks 
and one water park spread over a mind-boggling 575 acres and features 
more than 100 rides and attractions. At Motiongate Dubai, a Hollywood-
inspired theme park, some of the epic films have been transformed into 
spectacular attractions. From the Smurfs Studio Tours and a Kung Fu 
Panda 4D motion simulator to the world of Columbia Pictures and playing 
the hero in some of DreamWorks’ iconic blockbusters such as Shrek and 
Madagascar, there’s something for every movie buff. Step into Bollywood 
Parks Dubai and wander about recreated movie sets or meet your favourite 
superheroes, Krrish and Ra.One at the Bollywood Film Studios attraction. 
The newest addition, the Legoland Dubai theme park, is choc-a-bloc with 
cool activities – build your own skyline at Build a City or walk through 
the Middle East’s iconic landmarks recreated at Miniland. Adjacent to it is 
the Legoland Water Park where you can make your lego raft and go on a 
splash safari on over 20 water slides! Dubai Parks and Resorts also houses 
a retail and dining destination, Riverland Dubai, and Lapita Hotel Dubai, a 
Polynesian-inspired family resort.

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to Dubai from Mumbai, New Delhi, 
Kochi and Mangaluru.

PARKS & RECREATION 

Must-visit theme parks
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FUN

Ocean Park, Hong Kong
One of Asia’s largest theme parks, Ocean Park 
Hong Kong celebrates its 40th anniversary 
this year. This grandaddy of Hong Kong’s 
theme parks is an amusement park, a marine 
mammal park, an animal theme park, and an 
aquarium, all rolled into one. Spread over 226 
acres, Ocean Park is divided into two zones 
by a large mountain – The Summit and The 
Waterfront. They are connected by a cable car 
system as well as the Ocean Express funicular 
railway. At The Summit zone, experience some 
hair-raising rides on Thrill Mountain – hang 
upside down on The Flash or dangle off a cliff 
on the floorless roller coaster, aptly called Hair 
Raiser. Hop aboard a raft and journey through 
the Rainforest, or go on a bobsled ride at Polar 
Adventure. At The Waterfront, kids will love 
getting close to dolphins, seals, and penguins, as 
well as the special overnight camping programme 
inside the Grand Aquarium. The park also has 
several themed restaurants, food kiosks, and 
memorabilia shops.

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to Hong 
Kong from Mumbai and New Delhi.

Universal Studios Singapore, Singapore
Located on Singapore’s Sentosa Island, Universal Studios 
Singapore opened in 2011 and has since been one of 
the top tourist attractions in the island city-state. This is 
Southeast Asia’s first Hollywood theme park and features 
24 movie-themed rides spread over 49 acres within 
Resorts World Sentosa, an integrated resort island that 
also includes a casino, a water park, and an aquarium. 
Fight the ultimate 3D battle on the Transformers ride or 
duel with mummies in Ancient Egypt. Get drenched on 
a riverboat ride through Madagascar or watch death-
defying stunts in a live performance in WaterWorld. Stroll 
along Hollywood Boulevard and its renowned Walk of 
Fame where you will definitely catch sight of a ‘celebrity’ 
or two. If you’re feeling peckish, there are several 
restaurants to choose from.

Jet Airways operates daily direct flights to Singapore from 
Mumbai, New Delhi, Bengaluru, and Chennai.
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Kingdom of Dreams, Gurugram, 
Delhi-NCR
Opened in 2010, Kingdom of Dreams is India’s 
first integrated leisure destination that celebrates 
the country’s culture, art, and food through 
live shows, theatre, and themed entertainment. 
Covering an area of nearly six acres in Sector 29, 
Gurugram in the Delhi-NCR region, Kingdom of 
Dreams is a fun place to spend the day with your 
family. Watch the magic of Indian cinema or a 
Bollywood-style musical come alive at Nautanki 
Mahal or experience a theatrical performance 
like never before at Showshaa, complete with 
incredible lighting wizardry, unparalleled surround 
sound, and state-of-the-art technological 
production. At Culture Gully, a realistic sky dome 
covers the indoor ‘street’ of India where you can 
find different state pavilions highlighting local 
culture, a live arts and crafts village, themed 
restaurants, cafes, and shops.

Jet Airways operates regular flights to New Delhi 
from major Indian cities. Kingdom of Dreams is 
about an hour’s drive from here.
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FUN

Adlabs Imagica, Khopoli, Maharashtra
300 acres and three parks – Adlabs Imagica at Khopoli 
is one of the best theme parks accessible from Mumbai 
and Pune. There’s a Theme Park with exhilarating rides, 
a fun Water Park, and perhaps the best of all, a Snow 
Park to beat the sweltering summer heat. Scream your 
guts out on the thrilling Nitro, India’s biggest, meanest 
roller coaster, or take a trip on Deep Space, the first dark 
roller-coaster ride in the country. Have a snowball fight, 
build a snowman, ride on a toboggan, go snow hiking, 

and experience ‘snowfall’ 
at Snow Park. Then relax by 
simply getting onto a tube and 
float down the ‘Lazy River’ or 
slide down on family raft rides 
such as Raftaastic and Soakerz 
or sit through breathtaking 
curves on the Yell-O and 
Twisty Turvy. Adjacent to the 
theme park is Novotel Imagica, 
a resort hotel where you can 
avail a 1- or 2-night package 
to enjoy everything that 
Adlabs Imagica has to offer.

Jet Airways operates regular 
flights to Mumbai and Pune 
from major Indian cities. 
Khopoli is about a 1.5-hour-
drive from both these cities.
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Wonderla, Bengaluru, Karnataka
About 30 km outside of Bengaluru, Wonderla is spread on 
about 82 acres and offers around 60 rides, including a few 
water rides. Experience a gravity-defying ride on Recoil, 
India’s first reverse looping roller coaster or lose your mind on 
Insanity, a four-armed robot that will twist, turn, and swivel 
you in every direction. There’s a range of water slides to 
choose from, such as Harakiri that takes you down and then 
propels you upwards for a thrilling ride. The theme park also 
features a musical fountain, laser shows, and a virtual reality 
show. One of Wonderla’s major attractions is the dance floor 
with electronically-controlled rain showers, perfect to dance 
away the summer blues. The amusement park has the luxury 
Wonderla Resort in its backyard for you to extend your  
holiday in style. Wonderla Holidays also operates parks in 
Kochi and Hyderabad.

Jet Airways operates regular flights to Bengaluru from major 
Indian cities. 
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