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SWISS MAGIC

Sleep with the dazzling Alps and evergreen forests just outside your
window with a trip to Gstaad or Andermatt
Words RACHEL MANTOCK

W

ith colossal, picturesque
mountains, covered in a
sheen of glistening white
snow, the Swiss Alps offer
some of the most beautiful winter views
nature has to offer. Escape congested
London for the soothing, crisp air of
Switzerland’s mountain village of
Andermatt or make the journey to the
remarkable valley of Gstaad.

The suites are clad in warm wood tones
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Experience Gstaad
Only a short plane ride and a scenic two
and a half hour train journey away once
you arrive at Geneva Airport, Gstaad is
the perfect destination for an authentic
taste of traditional living in the Alps,
especially with a stay at the elegant Park
Gstaad. The building’s stand out feature
catches your eye as soon as you walk in
– a charming antique gated elevator
that’s still in full working order.
Shop until you drop with Gstaad’s
high end offering of luxury boutiques,
including all the designer favourites,
before stopping by Park Gstaad’s
acclaimed restaurant after a well
deserved rest for a glam evening of wine
and artisan food. The five course tasting
menu is the ideal option if you’re feeling
experimental, complete with dishes
garnished with flowers that are at least a
year ahead of the food trend scene.
Taking some time out to take part in

Alp Horneneggli’s alpine cheese
experience is recommended for an
insight into local traditional life. A
whimsical traditional wooden chalet high
up in the mountains, Alp Horneneggli is
an old school cheese manufacturer,
complete with stone cheese rooms and
cows on site. Watch in fascination as the
lovely couple who own Alp Horneneggli
take you through each stage of the
cheese making process, ending with a
huge cheese, meringue and yoghurt feast
like no other.
Charged up on cheese, visiting
Glacier 3000 in the afternoon is a must
for a bird’s eye views of the land below.
Ride up to the top in a cable car and
make the thrilling journey across the
bridge before stopping at the highest
point of the glacier for vivid views of the
Alps, up close and personal. With fresh
alpine air in your lungs, you can return
to the city in Scandi chic mode, revived
and energised.

the resident
A combination of Asian
and Alpine design
influences, The Chedi
Andermatt is dimly lit
and sumptuous inside

Andermatt Luxe
The sights seen from the huge windows
of the Glacier Express on the two hour
train journey from Zürich Airport to
Andermatt are beautifully surreal. Like
all things Swiss, the Glacier Express
boasts a high level of comfort, nothing
like anything you’d find sliding along
London’s underground railways. It’s like
a natural immersive experience as you
ride along the sides of mountains, taking
in breathtaking views of green and snow
covered cliffs with fluffy floating clouds
as halos.
There isn’t a place more luxurious to
stay than The Chedi Andermatt when in
Andermatt village, famous worldwide
for its broody Asian-Alpine chic interiors

TRIP
NOTES
Swiss Airlines fly from London to
Geneva or Zurich from £108 return.
The train from Geneva Airport to Gstaad
is priced at £164 return and from £143
return from Zurich Airport to Andermatt.
Overnight stays at Park Gstaad start from
£340 for a double room with breakfast
and from £400 for a deluxe room at
The Chedi Andermatt
with breakfast.

and striking jagged design by acclaimed
architect Jean-Michel Gathy.
Once inside, you’re welcomed by
thousands of gleaming Swarovski
crystals hanging from the ceiling. The
open plan layout is filled with furs and
leathers, cosy Scandi luxury at its best.
Our suites featured turntable baths,
huge showers and all the mod cons,
everything controlled by a central system
on your own shiny iPad. The bathroom
doors open and slide back fully, joining
it together with the bedroom, allowing
you to marvel at the mountain views
from the tub with a glass of red wine
beside you. The beds in each room are
made out of horse hair – a bizarre
concept until you take a lie down on one
and accidentally fall asleep for hours,
like a magic trick.
After a long journey, diving into the
plush sofas in the hotel’s lounge,
complete with a warming stove fire, is
the ideal way to relax, or you can hit the
tranquil spa with the outdoor Andermatt
scenery in clear view from the tall
windows by the indoor pool.
Taking a moment to enjoy the striking
alpine views from your balcony in the
morning is essential. Have a breakfast
hamper delivered to your room and

enjoy a warming coffee in the midst of
panoramic mountain views. Wrapping up
in one of The Chedi Andermatt’s soft
blankets and heading outside for a
historic tour of the village will have you
bright eyed and bushy tailed by lunch
time. From the various myths
surrounding the dramatic Andermatt
weather to the area’s first ever settlers,
let a local guide enlighten you with their
encyclopaedic local knowledge.
As a place that’s famous for its
appearance in the classic Goldfinger
film, you can even hire a vintage car and
take the 007 route around town,
immersing yourself in the real life setting
where the iconic car chase took place.
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