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        Oh,Orlando
JUST WHAT IS MR BLOOM THINKING? EVE BARLOW FINDS OUT

‘ARE WE GOING TO TALK ABOUT MY PENIS?’ says Orlando 
Bloom, before letting out an almighty laugh. The British 
actor is referring to an episode in August 2016, when  
he was photographed paddleboarding off the coast of 
Sardinia with his then-girlfriend, singer Katy Perry. The 
paparazzi images of Orlando went viral. Did the hyste-
ria surrounding his penis surprise him? ‘Yes, it was ex-
tremely surprising,’ he says. ‘I wouldn’t have put myself 
in that position if I’d thought it would happen.’

I wonder how the 40-year-old actor and tabloid  
regular (who has starred in two of Hollywood’s biggest 
franchises, The Lord of the Rings and Pirates of the  
Caribbean) would think that he was safe from a long- 
distance lens. ‘I’ve been photographed a million times 
in a million ways. I have a good radar,’ he says. ‘We’d 
been completely alone for five days. Nothing around  
us. There was no way anyone could get anything. So  
I had a moment of feeling free.’ Had it been a woman  
exposed by the press there would have been outrage.  
Is it a case of double standards? ‘I didn’t take it that 
deep, darlin’,’ he offers. ‘What can I tell you? Note to self: 
you’re never free. Ha!’

Today, Orlando is back at the seaside, fully dressed. 
Sat on a couch at an alfresco bar in Malibu, California, 
he looks out towards the ocean, talking slowly and  
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carefully. His oversized, blue puffer jacket makes him 
look like a returned Arctic voyager. He has calloused 
hands that suggest a passion for the outdoors, and 
meets me straight after a mountain bike ride. ‘It’s a 
great way to get the heart rate going,’ he smiles. As he 
reclines, a small tattoo of an orange sun on his stomach 
peeks out from underneath his shirt. 

Joking aside, the paddleboarding photos alarmed  
Orlando. He prefers to keep his life private; his former 
home in the Hollywood Hills was burgled in 2009 by the 
gang whose exploits were portrayed in Sofia Coppola’s 
2013 film, The Bling Ring. Inevitably, however, there was 
wider interest in the latest news, announced six days  
before we meet, that he and Katy had split after a year  
together. She suggested in a tweet that their parting  
had been blameless: ‘HOW BOUT A NEW WAY OF 
THINKING FOR 2017?! U can still b friends & love ur 
former partners! No one’s a victim or a villain, get a  
life y’all! [sic].’

As for evidence that he can handle a break-up in  
the public eye, Orlando points to his relationship with 
Australian model Miranda Kerr. The pair married in 
2010, had their son Flynn, and divorced in 2013 (they  
now both live in Los Angeles). ‘With Miranda, there was  
a sense that I don’t want my son to go back through ›  P
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the internet where people have made up lies [about us],’ 
he says. ‘Miranda and I have a remarkable relationship. 
We co-parent really well.’

‘We’re friends,’ he says of Katy, without mentioning 
her by name. ‘It’s good. We’re all grown-up. She happens 
to be someone who is very visible, but I don’t think any-
body cares what I’m up to. Nor should they. It’s between 
us. It’s better to set an example for kids and show that 
[break-ups] don’t have to be about hate.’

Orlando doesn’t shrink away from shaping their post-
relationship narrative – the day before his break-up with 
Katy, he posted a video to Instagram of 
‘the dogs’ (his dog, that is, and hers, ‘Nug-
get’). Orlando is new to social media, hav-
ing avoided it for years. Although he has 
no Twitter account, his Instagram is pub-
lic, and six months ago he signed up to  
Facebook. ‘I think the times are changing,’ 
he says. ‘My mum kept an article from the 
mid-Noughties that said this kid had been 
Googled more than anyone on the planet 
for four years in a row.’ He pauses. ‘And it 
was me!’ He apologises, saying he’s con-
cerned he sounds like a ‘knob’. 

‘I’m not a millennial. They live their lives through their 
phones. What happens to my son? How is he going to 
have a real relationship if it’s all happening on his phone? 
Disconnecting is massively important.’

Now that Orlando is older, he’s trying to make sense  
of the passing of time. He wants to have more children, 
he says, at the right time. As for his career, graduating  
from pin-up of the month to an actor with longevity is no  
easy feat. But, while some actors feel threatened by their  
advancing years, Orlando says he feels liberated. ‘I’m  
just waiting for the age lines to get deeper in my face,’  
he laughs. ‘I’m excited about the prospect of the next  
10 years. Actors do their most interesting stuff between  
40 and 50. I mean, fuck – I hope that’s the case for me!’

This year, Orlando returns to the fifth instalment of  
Pirates of the Caribbean, will play lead roles in British  
indie film Romans and action movie S.M.A.R.T. Chase, 
and stars alongside Noomi Rapace in the female-led 
thriller, Unlocked. When asked what he looks for in a role, 
he struggles. ‘I had so much [success] in my twenties, 

most of my thirties was [spent] figuring out which way 
was up. I love what I do.’ He takes a breath. ‘It came from 
that connection kids felt with [The Lord of the Rings’] 
Legolas, or [Pirates of the Caribbean’s] Will Turner. I’m 
looking for that thing again…’ He appears to be unsure of 
where his career is headed, so I offer some advice. ‘I could 
see you as a good James Bond.’ He lights up. ‘Thank you! 
I will make a good Bond… when they make Bond someone 
all the kids fall for.’

Age has changed Orlando. ‘You’re no longer number 
one in the world,’ he says. ‘You look at everything around 
you and ask, “What is going on?”’ Most recently, he’s 
been baffled by the differences between the UK’s and the 
US’s electoral systems. ‘What we grow up with at home is 
completely different. It’s like Star Wars over here.’

It’s his concerns for his son Flynn’s fu-
ture that have led him to charity work. 
Since 2007, Orlando has been involved 
with UNICEF, visiting children in some of 
the world’s poorest countries. In 2009, 
he was made its Goodwill Ambassador, 
and in February this year, he returned 
from Niger, West Africa, where he was 
working with families who had escaped 
the violence of Nigeria’s militant Islamist 
group, Boko Haram. ‘We live in Disney-
land.’ He looks out to the waves again. ‘In 
Niger, children are living in grass huts on 

the side of the road. They see their parents having their 
throats slit. It’s beyond our comprehension. There’s an 
amazing Buddhist quote that has been in my life for 
years. And I’m going to butcher it: ‘There will be peace in 
the world when we have an understanding of what it 
means to make all mothers happy.’

Orlando has practised Buddhism every day since he 
was 16. It helped him cope with his sudden rise to celebri-
tydom, a process he describes to me as like getting  
inside a burning car. ‘You see these victims all around 
you: 15 minutes of fame, a YouTube sensation, whatever 
it may be. They don’t realise what it takes. What you want 
to do is learn how to suit up and get out of that burning 
car with grace, ease and integrity.’  ■
‘Unlocked’ is released on 5 May and ‘Pirates of the Caribbe-
an: Salazar’s Revenge’  is released on 26 May

‘I’M NOT A MILLENNIAL. 
THEY LIVE THEIR LIVES 

THROUGH THEIR 
PHONES. WHAT 

HAPPENS TO MY SON? 
HOW IS HE GOING  
TO HAVE A REAL 
RELATIONSHIP IF  

IT’S ALL HAPPENING 
ON HIS PHONE?’


