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DowNT        wN inside, it’s slick and modern with metal elements (woven 
screens and brushed bronze accents) that create an ambience of 
understated luxury. The 189 rooms and suites are contemporary chic 
with soothing interiors in shades of grey and teal. Head to The Spa 
for some luxurious treatments (they have a couples’ suite as well) or 
do a few laps in the 75-feet private indoor pool. The hotel is home to 
chef wolfgang Puck’s award-winning steak restaurant cUT, which 
is open from breakfast to dinner. fourseasons.com

if the Four Season is all about modernity, its neighbour revels 
in its past. Less than 500 metres away on the other side of city Hall 
Park, The Beekman, a Thompson Hotel, has opened in a historic 1881 
building that was among the city’s first skyscrapers. The nine-storey 
majestic victorian atrium, with cast-iron railings and balustrades 
topped with a pyramidal skylight, is the architectural highlight. The 
lobby is no less opulent, complete with wooden panelling, oriental 
rugs and muted gold light fixtures. The Beekman has 247 rooms, 
38 suites and two duplex penthouses located in the hotel’s iconic 
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A slew of new 
openings has 
the Big Apple 
buzzing—from 
luxury hotels 
to dining and 

shopping options. 
Here’s what’s 

putting the new 
in New York.

‘I
t’ll be a great place if they ever finish it’— o. Henry’s words 
ring true every time you return to New York. There’s the 
old and the familiar, but there’s also the brand new in the  
ever-changing cityscape of Manhattan. 

Bed In 
Two new openings have raised the bar for luxury Manhattan 
hotels. The new Four Seasons Hotel New York Downtown is 
located inside one of the tallest residential towers in the city, and 
occupies the first 24 floors of the building. Just a block from the 
world Trade center and at the intersection of Tribeca and the 
Financial District, the hotel is well located whether you’re in NYc 
for business or leisure. 

turrets. All rooms are fitted with bespoke and vintage furnishings, 
aged oak floors and spacious carrara marble-tiled bathrooms. The 
suites feature a stone fireplace, a wet bar, and a collection of curated 
artworks. The Beekman houses restaurants by acclaimed celebrity 
chefs—Tom colicchio (Fowler & wells and The Bar room) and 
Keith McNally (the brasserie-style Augustine). thebeekman.com

The Eat Street
Biting a slice of the Big Apple is not an easy task. old favourites 
are upping their game—chef Daniel Humm’s eleven Madison Park 
(elevenmadisonpark.com) and The NoMad (thenomadhotel.com) 
are perennial favourites, and the two-decade-old Gramercy Tavern 
(gramercytavern.com) constantly reinvents its seasonal menu into 
stellar dining experiences. 2016 saw several new openings that have 
only added to our ever-burgeoning in NYc list. The fine-dining, 
modern steakhouse cUT by chef wolfgang Puck, which finally 
comes to New York, is surprisingly the celebrity chef’s first restaurant 
in the city. expect outstanding renditions of Japanese wagyu steak 
alongside the city’s freshest seafood in the cutting-edge, red-hued 
ambience designed by French designer Jacques Garcia. 

The transit hub of Grand central Terminus welcomed another 
restaurant in its dining concourse. Agern (agernrestaurant.com), 
by Danish restaurateur claus Meyer (one of the founders of Noma, 
copenhagen), is New Nordic at its best, utilising food grown around 
New York and giving it the Scandinavian treatment. icelandic head 
chef Gunnar Gislason and team present excellent tasting menus 
for dinner—the Salt and Ash Baked Beetroot is a signature dish, 
and you can expect a seasonal menu featuring everything from beef 
heart to vegetable du jour, cauliflower served with black trumpet 
mushrooms and hay (obviously). Agern has an à la carte menu as 
well, and also does breakfast and lunch services.

Mario Batali expanded his eataly empire by opening a sprawling 
one on the third floor of 4 world Trade center, and it has quickly 
become a favourite of the Downtown suits. with its rustic wood beam 
ceilings, living plant walls and large picture windows overlooking 
the 9/11 Memorial site, eataly NYc Downtown is perfect for an 

Clockwise from right:
one World trade Centre in Lower Manhattan; 

NBC Studio; osteria della Pace is one of the many 
swanky eateries at Eataly NyC Downtown;  

Chef Daniel Humm at Eleven Madison Park
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italian lunch. each eataly store has a theme, and this one focusses 
on bread from all over the world. Apart from the heaving bread 
counter, there’s L’espresso/il vino (an italian coffee bar by the day 
and wine bar in the evening), osteria della Pace (a Southern italian 
restaurant), a fresh juice bar, a piadina station, Pasticcini (italian 
pastry section), and more, not to mention the ‘market’ where you 
can buy fresh pasta, mozzarella, and other imported italian products. 

Where to Spend the Dosh
The westfield world Trade center shopping complex opened last 
year inside the oculus and has already become a major retail hub 
in Downtown Manhattan. From H&M and Forever 21 to victoria’s 
Secret, Sephora and Kate Spade New York, there’s something for 
everyone. Luxury shoppers can check out Breitling, Montblanc, 
Tissot, Stuart weitzman and Dior Beauty, amongst others. The 

Hudson riverfront Brookfield Place is home to the newly-opened Saks 
Downtown ‘concept store’, featuring New York-themed artworks 
and a clutch of ‘it’ brands such as Balenciaga, Simone rocha and 
L’olivier Floral Atelier, along with the usual heavyweights including 
Burberry, Gucci and ermenegildo Zegna. Drop in for a ‘Power 
Lunch’—a catered lunch accompanied by style consultation and an 
express beauty treatment. 

The Art Trail
Downtown Manhattan has recently revitalised into a vibrant 
neighbourhood with many cultural and historic attractions. The 
views from the one world observatory atop one world Trade 
center hands-down beat those from the empire State Building and 
Top of the rock. The world Trade center Transportation Hub is 
worth a look whether you’re taking the subway or not. The state-

of-the-art oculus houses the hub in a futuristic glass-and-steel 
structure that looks like the inside of a whale (from the outside it’s 
supposed to depict a dove in flight, but the jury is still out on that). 
The poignant National September 11 Memorial & Museum is a 
must-visit; a new exhibit, which opened last year—Rendering the 
Unthinkable: Artists Respond to 9/11—marks the 15th anniversary 
of the attacks. 

The South Street Seaport is one of Manhattan’s oldest 
neighbourhoods and is going through a radical transformation into a 
retail and entertainment hub, including a luxury dine-in iPic theatre, 
which opened in fall 2016 inside the renovated Fulton Market 
Building. The South Street Seaport Museum tells the story of the 
rise of New York from a port town to the megapolis it is today. The 
museum houses historic buildings, ships, and has several interactive 
exhibits. Hop on a short ferry from Lower Manhattan to Governors 

island, the new summer hotspot—a cultural and educational hub, 
featuring the tallest slide in the city, and four manmade hills that 
provide unparalleled views of the Manhattan skyline. 

Walk the Line
if you have already ‘done’ Manhattan’s star attractions, it’s time to peel 
the layers and get under the skin of the city. Take a walking tour with 
‘walks of New York’ to see the city from a different perspective. Apart 
from the regular sightseeing expeditions, walks of New York has also 
recently launched some exclusive tours. explore the Lower east Side 
with a retired NYPD detective and hear stories of the city’s seedy 
underbelly—from notorious criminals to the infamous mafia families 
of Little italy. or, let the big lights inspire you with a behind-the-scenes 
look at NBc studios (where some of the best Tv sketches are shot), 
and a chance to make your own Tv segment. walksofnewyork.com. 

upscale steakhouse Cut by Chef Wolfgang Puck is the celebrity chef’s first restaurant in the city

agern by Danish restaurateur Claus 
Meyer is New Nordic at its best

Brookfield Place is a popular shopping 
hub in Manhattan

the decor of the Four Seasons Hotel New 
york Downtown is contemporary chic

old-world glamour meets modern luxury at the Beekman

Il vino is a lively wine bar  
at Eataly NyC Downtown

P
H

o
to

: C
H

r
IS

tI
a

N
 H

o
r

a
N

P
H

o
to

: N
yC

_C
o

M
Pa

N
y_

Ju
LI

E
N

N
E

S
C

H
a

E
r

P
H

o
to

: N
yC

_C
o

M
Pa

N
y_

Ju
LI

E
N

N
E

S
C

H
a

E
r

Eat  Stay LovE |  77 76  |  Eat Stay LovE 


