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the exact number.) And who knows how many straight couples
who aren't married break up? Certainly, we know many straight
celebrity marriages and relationships that have fallen by the
wayside.

But we don't think we're better than heterosexuals, as the
Republican American said. The bottom line is that in straight or
queer partnerships, there is no guarantee that things will work
out. Yet when Brad and Jen broke up you didn't see any gay
leaders questioning the existence of straight marriage.

Somehow, though, the religious right feels that things are
different when a same-sex couple is involved. Really, it's about
needing an excuse to justify homophobia. The religious right
unfortunately has the advantage when they argue that gays are
unable to commit in a marriage because this is something that
cannot be proven wrong: How can you get good statistics on the
longevity of gay marriages when they hardly exist, due to the
fact that in many places they can't legally exist?

Sheldon and the other members of the religious right also speak
out against gay marriage because they are threatened by us.
This is good news, though, because it means we are now a force
to be reckoned with. They (and this includes our current political
administration) want to hold us down before we become too
powerful. And as anyone who has studied the history of civil
rights knows, the best way to hold down a minority is to deny
them the basic rights everyone else has.

But let's get back to Sheldon's original statement for just a
second. One part is certainly true: The Goodridges'separation
was and will continue to be tragic for lulie and Hillary's
daughter.

But it would have been more tragic for their daughter if they had
not been allowed to get married in the first place. Children of
gay parents need marriage as much as their parents do. They
need to feel their parents are legitimate in the eyes of society.
Without that, their self-esteem goes down.

The biggest irony to Sheldon's statement comes when he says
that Julie and Hillary's separation shows "just how little they
value the institution of marriage." If they didn't value marriage,
they'd stay together in a loveless partnership. Maybe they'd
cheat on each other. That's the kind of thing that really sullies
the institution of marriage. But separating when you realize that
you cannot uphold your vows only shows how seriously you take
those vows. Yet neither Sheldon nor the religious right
understands this.

The only way we will ever show them that we value marriage as
much as they do is by continuing to fight for it until it is legal for
everybody.
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