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By Claire Newell, Holly Watt, 
Ben Bryant and Greg Walton

GHANA is today exposed as agreeing 
to take part in international football 
matches organised by match fixers.

An undercover investigation by The 
Daily Telegraph and Channel Four’s 
Dispatches programme found that 
the President of Ghana’s Football 
Association agreed for the team to 
play in international matches that 
others were prepared to rig.

The team is currently competing 
in the World Cup finals in Brazil, and 
on Saturday pulled off a 2-2 draw 
against Germany, in what was seen 
as one of the most entertaining 
games of the tournament so far.

However, it can today be revealed 
that the African team had been lined 
up to play in international fixtures 
whose results would be fixed by cor-
rupted officials.

The Telegraph and Channel 4’s Dis-
patches launched a six-month inves-
tigation into match-fixing after 
receiving information that some 
football associations were working 
with criminal gangs looking to rig 
scores in international games.

Reporters from this newspaper 
and a former Fifa investigator 
claimed they represented an invest-
ment company that wanted to “spon-
sor” games. Christopher Forsythe, a 
registered Fifa agent, along with 
Obed Nketiah, a senior figure in the 
Ghanaian FA, boasted that they could 
employ corrupt officials who would 
rig matches played by Ghana.

The president of the country’s 
football association then met the 
undercover reporter and investigator, 
along with Mr Forsythe and Mr Nke-
tiah, and agreed a contract which 
would see the team play in the rigged 
matches, in return for payment.

The contract stated that it would 
cost $170,000 (£100,000) for each 
match organised by the fixers involv-
ing the Ghanaian team, and would 
allow a bogus investment firm to 
appoint match officials, in breach of 
Fifa rules.

“You [the company] will always 
have to come to us and say how you 
want it to go…the result,” said Mr 
Forsythe. “That’s why we will get the 
officials that we have greased their 
palms, so they will do it. If we bring 
in our own officials to do the match…
You’re making your money.”

“You have to give them [the refe-
rees] something… they are going to 
do a lot of work for you, so you have 
to give them something,” said Mr 
Nketiah, who is also the chief execu-
tive of the Ghanaian football club 
Berekum Chelsea and sits on the 
management committee of the 
Ghana U20 national team.

Mr Forsythe said that match fixing 
was “everywhere” in football and 
that he could even arrange rigged 
matches between Ghana and British 
teams. “The referees can change the 
matches every time. Even in England 
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PENSIONERS will be encouraged to 
come out of retirement and retrain 
as teachers under Conservative
plans being considered by David 
Cameron.

Ministers want to harness the 
expertise of elderly people who have 
recently retired to help educate
thousands of youngsters.

Pensioners who used to work in 
the sciences and engineering will be 
targeted.

Mr Cameron has repeatedly 
warned that too many youngsters are 
failing to get jobs because they leave 
school with poor English and maths 
qualifications. The measures were 

By Richard Spencer 
on the Iraq-Iran border

MI6 and the CIA were handed intel-
ligence outlining the planned takeo-
ver of northern Iraq by jihadists and 
their allies five months ago but the 
British and American governments 
failed to act on it, senior officials in 
Iraq have told The Daily Telegraph.

The head of intelligence for the 
autonomous Kurdish regional gov-
ernment, which has links with the 
West, said he had repeatedly tried to 
send warnings both to the central 
government in Baghdad and to its 
allies, Britain and America.

But despite repeated attempts to 
impress on Washington and London 
the seriousness of the unfolding sit-
uation, he said there was no response 
from either government.

The claims were made as it 
emerged that as many as 500 British-
born fighters have travelled to the 
Middle East in recent months to take 
up arms with the Islamic State of 
Iraq and al-Sham (Isis).

The families of three young men 

from Cardiff last night pleaded for 
them to come home after two of 
them appeared in an Isis propa-
ganda video urging British Muslims 
to join them in their holy war.

One of the men, Rayeed Khan, 
lived just a few doors away from 
three men who were jailed for plot-
ting to blow up the London Stock 
Exchange.

President Barack Obama yesterday 
rejected fresh calls for early inter-
vention in Iraq, saying: “What 
we can’t do is think that we’re just 
going to play whack-a-mole and 
send US troops occupying various 
countries wherever these organisa-
tions pop up.”

The Kurds are trying to force the 
West to intervene again to protect 
them from the jihadi threat sweeping 
across the region. The Kurdish 
regional government’s autonomy is 
partly due to American and British 
intervention to provide military 
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DOGS should be banned from 
jumping in the air to catch frisbees 
because the activity can cause 
potentially serious injuries, the 
Kennel Club has warned. It came as 
a dog show in Keswick, Cumbria, 
yesterday dropped competitions for 
catching frisbees and biscuits over 
health and safety concerns. 

 Full report: Page 3

Asamoah Gyan celebrates scoring Ghana’s second goal against Germany, but his country’s FA is now facing match-fixing allegations. Top right, agent Christopher Forsythe
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put forward by members of the 2020 
Group, a panel of senior Conserva-
tives that was asked by George 
Osborne, the Chancellor, to come up 
with policies for the party’s election 
manifesto.

The MPs presented the plan to the 
Prime Minister last week.

One minister told The Daily Tele-
graph: “It’s a very attractive idea. We 
have a big shortage, particularly of 
high-quality maths, English and 
engineering teachers.”

It is thought the retirees could take 
fast-track training courses before 
they begin teaching in schools.

George Freeman, the MP for Mid 
Norfolk, said: “The 2020 Conserva-
tives is about the radical progressive 
centre ground of the parliamentary 
party, setting out bold ideas for 
unleashing social mobility and enter-
prise in 21st-century Britain.”

He added: “We are setting out a 
programme of reform to show how 
economic and social enterprise and
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it does happen,” he said. Following 
the meeting in London, the repre-
sentative of the investment firm 
asked if his company could be sure 
their approach would work. 

Mr Forsythe replied: “We will 
always choose associations/coun-
tries that we think we can corrupt 
their officials for all our matches.” 

He listed a number of African and 
European countries, adding “we can 
look for match officials who will sing 
to our tune”.

Mr Forsythe and Mr Nketiah then 
introduced the undercover reporters 
to Kwesi Nyantakyi, the president of 
the Ghana FA, at a five-star hotel in 
Miami earlier this month shortly 
before his team played South Korea 
in Miami before heading to Brazil.

During the meeting in Florida, the 
president agreed to a contract that 
stated each match would cost the 
investment company $170,000 and 
that they could appoint the match 

officials for each game. A contract 
was drawn up that specified that 
“The Company will appoint and pay 
for the cost of the referees/match 
officials in consultation with an 
agreed Fifa Member association(s),” 
in direct breach of the rules that pro-
hibit third parties from appointing 
officials, in order to protect their 
impartiality. During the meeting, the 

president suggested that the fictional 
investment company put on two 
matches after the World Cup to prove 
that they were able to organise 
games.

“So why don’t you arrange 
matches?” said Mr Nyantakyi. “Let’s 
say there should be an experimental 
period for us to see how we do your 
work? There is an opportunity in 
August, and then in December, but I 
don’t know about that. But these 
months appear to be the only time 
that we can have any opportunity to 
play friendly games.”

When a reporter asked if the presi-
dent was happy with the contract, as 
long as it reflected the experimental 
period he had requested, he replied, 
“Yeah these are the issues that I’ve 
got with it.”

“So we can work on that with a 
trial game?” asked the investigator.

“Yeah,” replied the president.
Premier League stars were due to 

play in matches which will not now 
take place.

Ghana’s football stars include the 
ex-Chelsea midfielder Michael Ess-
ien and former Tottenham Hotspur 
player Kevin-Prince Boateng, 
although there is no suggestion that 
either, or any other player, is involved 
in match-fixing.

Last week saw the first convictions 
in the modern era of criminals in 
this country for attempting to rig 
football matches, following an earlier 
investigation by this newspaper.

Chann Sankaran and Krishna San-
jey Ganeshan, businessmen from 
Singapore, and Michael Boateng, a 
former professional footballer, were 
found guilty after a six-week trial.

Sankaran and Ganeshan were sen-
tenced to five years and Boateng 18 
months. Sankaran and Ganeshan 
have links to the notorious interna-
tional match fixer Wilson Raj 
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