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  Take Me Downtown

. 

More than a million years ago, glaciers 
carved out scenic geological features 
such as Split Rock.

             sk any fan what they love about this charmingly unpretentious part of the world, 

and you’ll likely hear some version of the same thing: breathtaking, underrated beauty; 

countless outdoor activities; and delightful little communities that seem to spring up from 

nowhere as you’re driving along eastern Pennsylvania’s byways.  

But if the word “Poconos” (rebranded as the Pocono Mountains nearly a decade 

ago) still brings to mind the image of kitschy heart-shaped tubs and Champagne-

glass bubble baths, you’re not alone. Thanks to those unique amenities and some 

clever marketing, the Poconos came to be known as the “Honeymoon Capital of the 

World” in the early 1960s. While a few of those properties do remain, today’s Pocono 

Mountains appeal to vacationers of all ages. 
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The Poconos are rife with activities, 
but the next time you visit, spend some time 

getting to know the actual communities.
BY NICOLE PENSIERO



Walkable and picturesque, downtown 
Jim Thorpe is home to pubs, wine bars, 

restaurants, and shops. 
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For good reason. There’s zip lining and white-water rafting, 

hiking and canoeing, community fairs, casino gambling, NASCAR 

racing, golf, and indoor water parks. 

And then there are the pleasant towns. In many ways, they’re 

similar — they all have shops and restaurants. Spend some 

time walking the sidewalks, though, and you’ll discover different 

details, small (or sometimes big) things that give each their own 

character — and make them all worthy of your vacation itinerary. 

Begin with the burgs listed here, but understand that along the 

way, you’ll almost certainly discover some of your own favorites. 

LAKE HARMONY
Fronting the lake that bears its name, Lake Harmony offers something 

for every type of traveler. Families shouldn’t miss the first-run movie 

theater at the Split Rock Resort, or the vast (53,326 square feet) 

H2Oooohh! indoor water park. It has a wave and activity pool, a 

FlowRider, tiki bar, and four-story-high Amazon Blast slides. 

To see the actual ice age–era stone formation for which the 

resort is named, drive up nearby Split Rock Road to where it dead 

ends. You’ll have to walk a few yards, but you can’t miss it. Just look 

for the massive rock that’s, well, split down the middle. There’s also 

an observation deck that provides a sweeping view of the region 

from above.

Part of the green and gold and auburn landscape you see from 

that lookout is Hickory Run State Park. With 44 miles of walking 

trails, along with fishing and swimming areas, this is an ideal day-

trip for nature lovers. Its star attraction is Boulder Field, a National 

Natural Landmark that (like Split Rock) is exactly what the name 

says: a jaw-dropping, walkable field of boulders that haven’t budged 

for approximately 20,000 years.

If speed is more to your liking, Pocono Raceway in Long Pond 

is an action-packed diversion throughout the summer months 

when it hosts NASCAR and IndyCar races on its uniquely shaped 

“Tricky Triangle” track. 

Finally, Terra-Cottage Cafe and Gifts is an especially charming 

breakfast and lunch spot, and you can get in a little souvenir shop-

ping, too, as many of the gift store items are on display throughout 

the dining areas. 



BUSHKILL
Bushkill has the distinction of being home to two of the Poconos’ 

most spectacular natural settings: the Delaware Water Gap National 

Recreation Area and Bushkill Falls. 

The former, essentially a 67,000-acre outdoor playground, has 

three river beaches and more than 100 miles of hiking trails (includ-

ing some 27 miles of the famed Appalachian Trail). And, of course, 

the actual Delaware Water Gap, a scenic notch running through 

the mountainous topography courtesy of the Delaware River. It’s a 

breathtaking site when viewed from any number of lookout points. 

Bushkill Falls is a collection of eight cascades, including the 

100-foot-high Main Falls. There are four walking trails of varying difficulty. 

If you’re up for it, take the 2-mile Red Trail to Bridal Veil Falls — and 

enjoy each of the seven other spills along the way. There’s also a 

minigolf course, a maze, and paddleboats available for rent. 

JIM THORPE
Jim Thorpe manages to be both hip and quaint at the same time. 

It’s nestled in the foot of a valley, an easy 30-minute jaunt from 

Lake Harmony, and offers an interesting array of eclectic shops, 

restaurants, historical sights, and outdoor activities.  

One unique option is the Bike Train. You start with a 25-mile 

locomotive journey up the Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway to the 

village of White Haven, and finish with a panoramic bicycle ride back 

down. There are several white-water rafting opportunities, too.  

Jim Thorpe River Adventures presents various experiences, from 

tame to (in my opinion) semi-treacherous trips. 

For fans of history and architecture, a day strolling among the 

impressive buildings can be just as exciting. Many were built back 

when coal mining made the town, and it subsequently became a 

haven for industrialists such as Asa Packer. His 1861 residence, 

open for tours, is a wonderfully preserved Italianate villa. 

Other notable sites include the said-to-be-haunted Old Jail 

Museum and the Mauch Chunk Opera House, which dates to 

1881. Oh, and in case you were wondering, famed Olympian Jim 

Thorpe is indeed interred in the town that has held his name since 

1954 (though, interestingly, he’s not believed to have ever visited 

during his lifetime). 

SHAWNEE ON DELAWARE
Shawnee on Delaware, in the foothills of Monroe County, has 

several cultural diversions that make it stand out. One is the popular 

Shawnee Playhouse, which provides year-round entertainment — 

everything from concerts and Broadway-style musicals to children’s 

shows — brought to life by local actors. 

C.C. Worthington, the same businessman who founded the orig-

inal playhouse at the start of the 1900s, went on to build what would 

become the iconic Shawnee Inn, where the late Arnold Palmer met 

his future wife back in 1954 after a day on the links. Its golf course is 

open to the public, along with various restaurants, such as the River 

Room Gastropub (featuring its own handcrafted beer). 

MILFORD
American history is the main course in Milford. Start with Grey 

Towers National Historic Site, the ancestral home of conservationist 

Gifford Pinchot, two-time Pennsylvania governor and first head 

of the U.S. Forest Service. His dramatic, French chateau–style 

retreat is open for guided tours and walking along its many trails.
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LEFT: Bushkill Falls, aka the Niagara 
of Pennsylvania, descends through 
lush forest.  
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ABOVE: Preface an elegant meal in the 
Delmonico Room with a classic cocktail 
at Bar Louis, also in the Hotel Fauchère. 
BELOW: Whether you seek speed, 
exercise, or relaxation, you’ll find it on 
Lake Wallenpaupack. 

need more caribbean in your life? learn more about 
the divi vacation club at divivacationclub.com

Enjoy Divi’s on-site restaurants and bars, water sports, tennis, 
gyms, rock-climbing wall, shuffleboard, miniature golf, beach 
bocce and volleyball, basketball, and more!

Book your Getaway or 
exchange vacation at one 
of Divi's properties now. 
Call 800.INTERVAL OR 
305.668.3462.



AREA RESORTS

The Galleria at Split Rock (GSP)
The Galleria at Split Rock provides a wonderful — 
and incredibly convenient — setting for any Pocono 
Mountains vacation exchange. Enjoy golf, bowling, 
a movie theater, arcade, and the notable H2Oooohh! 
indoor water park without even leaving the property.

Westwood at Split Rock (WSP)
While the spacious villa accommodations, which 
were purposely built back in the woods, give the 
sense of a true Lake Harmony retreat, travelers also 
have easy access to all the amenities at The Galleria 
at Split Rock’s sister property. 

Willowbrook at Lake Harmony (WWS)
Another Split Rock resort, the Willowbrook is an ideal 
spot from which to explore not only the town of Lake 
Harmony, but also the entire Poconos region. That is, 
if you can pull yourself away from all the delightful 
on-site amenities. 

To view all of the Poconos-area resorts in Interval’s 
network, go to IntervalWorld.com.

Milford also is home to a 

somewhat macabre reminder 

of the assassination of President 

Abraham Lincoln. The bloodstained 

American fl ag used to cradle the head 

of the dying leader is housed at the Pike 

County Historical Society’s Columns Museum. 

An exceptional dining choice is the elegant Delmonico Room at the 

Hotel Fauchère, which dates to 1852. Breakfast is available Monday 

through Saturday; dinner is served Friday through Sunday. If possible, 

though, make room in your schedule (and appetite) for the Sunday 

brunch, with house specialties that include Louis’ lobster omelette, 

stuffed French toast, and the cheddar-and-scallion scramble.

HAWLEY 
Hawley is the place if you want to spend a little time at the “Big Lake,” 

as 13-mile-long Lake Wallenpaupack is known. Created in the mid-

1920s for hydroelectric use, the state’s third-largest human-made lake 

now is a hub of recreational activity. As in swimming, boating, hiking, 

biking, and fi shing. In fact, if it involves fun on the water, this place 

probably has it. The Wally Lake Fest, held each year in August, features 

everything from live music and a boat parade to an ice cream social, a 

luau, and a wild mushroom walk (yes, you look for the edible versions). 

Eating options are plentiful, too, and range from down-home 

pub and pizza joints to various upscale options. There’s a popular 

farm-to-table restaurant at The Settlers Inn, where you can order 

delicacies such as duck liver pate, acorn squash with ginger quinoa, 

and venison, depending on the season. 

MOUNT POCONO
The region’s most comprehensive — and storied — casino is in Mount 

Pocono. It opened in 2007, and is located on the grounds of the famed, 

couples-focused Mount Airy Lodge, which had been the Poconos’ 

glitziest spot for decades, before falling on hard times and closing in 

the early 2000s. So far, the casino version has had much better luck. Its 

array of slot machines, table games, live entertainment, and eateries — 

including Guy Fieri’s comfort food–themed Mt. Pocono Kitchen — has 

proven to hit the jackpot with visitors. 

There’s a different kind of casino in Mount Pocono, too. The Casino 

Theatre Entertainment Center, a combination two-screen movie house 

and old-fashioned ice cream shop makes for a perfect family night to 

cap a perfect Poconos vacation. n

Nicole Pensiero is a Philadelphia-area freelance travel writer, and a member 
of the North American Travel Journalists Association (NATJA). G
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Enjoy
the Poconos

Make an exchange or buy a Getaway 
at IntervalWorld.com.

Getaways start at $497.

The Getaway price is valid 
July 1 through September 30, 2017. 

At Guy Fieri’s Mt. Pocono Kitchen, 
comfort food classics get 
big-fl avor makeovers. 
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This advertising material is being used for the purpose of soliciting sales of a vacation ownership plan.

ORLANdo Exclusive!
4 Days & 3 Nights

Plus 2 water park tickets 
and 

vip pass for resort discounts 
and amenities

JUST $149* 

with VIP tour

CALL 1-800-801-6834
Or visit wstgt.com/Orlando for details.  

*Restrictions apply. 

ORLANDO 
AWAITS!

Just 1 mile from 
walt disney world®  

resort!

•  Spacious Villas
•  Complimentary  
    Scheduled Theme 
    Park Shuttle
•  Ship Wreck Island 
    Water Park

•  Miniature Golf Course
•  5 Restaurants and 
    Dining Venues
•  Kids’ Club
•  14 Pools and Hot Tubs
•  Disney Movie Theater

Resort Amenities

Skip the lines!  
Discounted attraction tickets 

are Available at the resort.
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