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THE

LOUISIANA IS FILLED WITH GREAT EXPERIENCES FOR STU-

DENTS AND YOUTH GROUPS THAT ARE BOTH FUN AND EDU-

CATIONAL. FROM HANDS-ON SCIENCE CENTERS AND ACRES 

OF ROAMING AFRICAN WILDLIFE TO CHANCES TO EXPLORE 

THE STATE’S CAJUN AND BAYOU HERITAGE, THE HARDEST 

THING FOR GROUP LEADERS MAY BE NARROWING DOWN 

ALL THE OPTIONS. 

BELOW ARE FIVE LOUISIANA DESTINATIONS THAT WOULD 

BE IDEAL FOR YOUR NEXT SCHOOL OR YOUTH GROUP VISIT.

ACADIAN VILLAGE

L A FAY E T T E

Acadian Village charts the history of the French settlers 
whose descendants would go on to be modern-day Cajuns. 
The site is home to a collection of 19th-century buildings that 

B Y  F I O N A  Y O U N G - B RO W N

 A CAJUN
CLASSROOM

Courtesy Global Wildlife Center

YOUNG TRAVELERS CAN INTERACT WITH SOME OF THE 4,000 EXOTIC 

ANIMALS AT THE GLOBAL WILDLIFE CENTER IN FOLSOM.

includes not just houses but a blacksmith’s workshop, a general store and 
a doctor’s museum. Acadian Village director Thomas Gotte said the 
attraction provides visitors with “a glimpse into the past.” The nonprofit 
that operates the village also uses the proceeds to benefit the local special-
needs community.

Visitors can take a self-guided tour of the buildings and grounds. Or, 
a guided tour is available from one of the local volunteer guides. Groups 
looking for something a little more immersive might be interested in com-
bining a guided tour with an educational workshop. The most popular of 
these explores Cajun music and dance, but other workshops let students 
try games of the bygone era or making bousillage, the traditional clay and 
straw material that provided wall insulation in the settlers’ homes. 

WWW.ACADIANVILLAGE.ORG
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http://WWW.ACADIANVILLAGE.ORG
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THE

SCI-PORT DISCOVERY 

CENTER

S H R E V E P O R T

Whether it’s a shark dissection for high-
school seniors or an introduction to the 
planetarium for younger kids, the Sci-Port 
Discovery Center can create the perfect 
program of activities for every group. Tara 
Burton, the center’s community engage-
ment manager, said the on-site registrar can 
work directly with teachers and group lead-
ers, helping to tailor each visit to a specific 
interest and age. 

Sci-Port prides itself in offering a memo-
rable experience. 

“Unlike most museums where you can’t 
touch anything, what makes Sci-Port so cool 
is that it’s very hands-on,” said Burton. She 
noted that there are so many events and dem-
onstrations taking place that the schedule 
changes daily, constantly offering something 
new and different. 

The center features an Imax Dome theater, 
screening a selection of two or three films 
at any one time. Groups have the option of 
selecting any film from the center’s extensive 
catalog for viewing. The exhibit “BodyWorks” 
is dedicated to the study of the human body, 
and the Red River Gallery showcases the 
river’s natural and cultural history.

Groups typically range in size from 10 to 
100, and the busiest time for student visits is 
April and May. 

WWW.SCIPORT.ORG

AVERY ISLAND AND 

JUNGLE GARDENS

Students who have always wanted to try 
hot sauce ice cream can fulfill their dreams 
with a tour of Avery Island, home of Tabasco. 
The self-guided tour traces the history of 
Louisiana’s favorite spicy condiment and 
allows visitors to view the modern brewing 
and bottling processes. 

LOUISIANA IS BRIMMING 

WITH GREAT EXPERIENCES 

FOR STUDENT GROUPS

After touring the factory and historic 
plant, there is also the opportunity to explore 
Avery Island itself. Jungle Gardens is home 
to a multitude of wildlife that is indigenous 
to this unusual salt dome within the swamps. 
The three-mile nature trail is open to vehi-
cles and pedestrians. Points of interest along 
the way include alligator and turtle ponds; 
a Buddha statue believed to be more than 900 
years old; and Bird City, a protected colony 
of an estimated 100,000 snowy egrets. 

The factory tour lasts approximately one 
hour, with an additional 90 minutes sug-
gested to tour the gardens.

WWW.TABASCO.COM/AVERY-ISLAND

WWW.JUNGLEGARDENS.ORG Courtesy McIlhenny Co. 

Courtesy Sci-Port Discovery Center

SCI-PORT DISCOVERY 

CENTER IN SHREVEPORT

A TABASCO PEPPER 

MASH BARREL ON 

AVERY ISLAND

Celebrate•Discover•Explore

800-259-1714 • www.Natchitoches.com Insta

   Discover Your New 

Group Travel Destination!
Come Celebrate, Discover & Explore our historic sites, 

national parks and plantations. Visit our National 

Historic Landmark District where you can shop and 

dine. Discover the Cane River National Heritage Area. 

Explore the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame & Northwest 

Louisiana History Museum and the Cane River Creole  

National Historic Park.

Louisiana’s Oldest CityNatchitoches
“Nack-A-Tish”

http://WWW.SCIPORT.ORG
http://WWW.TABASCO.COM/AVERY-ISLAND
http://WWW.JUNGLEGARDENS.ORG
http://www.Natchitoches.com


By Herb Sparrow
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THE

JEAN LAFITTE 

SWAMP TOURS

M A R R E R O

Jean Lafitte Swamp Tours offers students 
the opportunity to see true bayou wildlife in 
its natural habitat. 

“We are in the middle of a National Park 
with no hunting allowed, so the wildlife is 
untouched,” said Lindsey Manthey, director 
of travel sales. This calming environment is 
home to a variety of f lora and fauna, includ-
ing the famous wetland cypress trees and, of 
course, alligators. 

Trips are recommended any time of year: 
Summer’s humidity attracts the larger gators 
and birds such as the heron and egret; winter’s 
milder temperatures are perfect for viewing 
deer, otters and migratory birds. 

The tours are all led by guides born and 
raised in the bayou. Each boat can hold up to 
60 people, and with six boats in all, groups 
of up to 360 people can be accommodated. 
Tours last approximately an hour and a half, 
and boats have a restroom and a snack bar. 

WWW.JEANLAFITTESWAMPTOUR.COM 

JEAN LAFITTE SWAMP TOURS

Courtesy Global Wildlife Center

GLOBAL WILDLIFE CENTER

GLOBAL  

WILDLIFE CENTER

F O L S O M

On a sprawling 900-acre site, the Global 
Wildlife Center is the largest of its kind in 
the United States — a natural environment 
where more than 4,000 exotic and endangered 
animals can roam free. Giraffes, zebras, kan-
garoos, camels and many other species all live 
here, and daily tours provide an opportunity 
to meet the animals, feed them and pet them. 

“The one-on-one hands-on interactions 
with the animals are what make a visit so 
awesome,” said the center’s Brittany Ricks. 
She added that tours are also very educa-
tional, with the tour guides providing tips so 
that children of all ages can learn how they 
can help protect the environment.

The center has several lesson plans for 
teachers and welcomes groups of all ages. 
School groups must have at least 15 partici-
pants, but each wagon can hold from 120 to 
160 people, so larger groups can be accommo-
dated. Reservations are required and should be 
made at least one month in advance.

WWW.GLOBALWILDLIFE.COM

Courtesy Jean Lafitte Swamp Tours

CAJUN CUISINE

877.537.5800  WHARVEY@LACAJUNBAYOU.COM  LACAJUNBAYOU.COM/GROUPS  #CAJUNBAYOU

Rich, natural, unapologetically Cajun. Just south of New Orleans where Cajun runs deep. 

Groups can explore authentic bayou culture through outdoor experiences, restaurants, festivals 

and attractions. You’ll find storytellers up and down the bayou, and you’ll take a little piece of 

the story home with you. As sure as the bayou flows to the Gulf, we want to share it all with you.

http://WWW.JEANLAFITTESWAMPTOUR.COM
http://WWW.GLOBALWILDLIFE.COM
mailto:WHARVEY@LACAJUNBAYOU.COM
http://LACAJUNBAYOU.COM/GROUPS

